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THE CLEAN AIR BILL 


HE introduction by the Government of the Clean Air 
Bill is an important step in the campaign to purify 
the air of Britain, and as such receives a hearty welcome. 
The pollution of our atmosphere is a national disgrace 
which ought not to be tolerated any longer. The intense 
“smogs * (such as that of December, 1952, which contri- 
buted to the deaths of 4,000 people in the Greater London 
area alone) are the most obvious results of atmospheric 
pollution, but the day-by-day effects are perhaps even 
more serious. In many of our industrial towns the pollu- 





tion of the atmosphere causes a substantial loss of sunlight 
with effects on the public health which are at least as 
detrimental as the physical irritation cf lungs and bronchial 
tubes. There are also many other consequences which, 
although not so important as the effect on the public health, 
are nevertheless extremely serious; it will suffice, perhaps. 
to mention just one example —the effect on paint, stone- 
work and other building and structural materials. 

The Bill (a summary of which was given in our issue 
of August 5) proposes to deal with the problem of 
atmospheric pollution in a number of ways. First, there 
is to be a general prohibition on the emission of “ dark ~ 
smoke from any building, whilst users of existing furnaces 
(other than domestic furnaces) will be required to take all 
practicable steps to minimise the emission of grit and 
dust. 

Second, there are some important provisions-— which will 
be of special interest to architects and engineers—with 
regard to the installation of new furnaces. All new fur- 
haces, which burn pulverised fuel or large quantities of 
Solid fuel, will have to be fitted with equipment to arrest 
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NEWS SUMMARY 


THE LONDON SOCIETY OF PRIVATE ARCHITECTS has 
had a further meeting. Support has been received for its aims 
from builders. p. 257 


AN AUTOMATICALLY OPERATED underground car park 
that has been built in Milan is described. p. 264 


THE NAMES OF THE COMMITTEE set up by the RIBA to 
consider matters affecting the salaried membership have been 
announced, and the first meeting has been held. p. 270 


RUGBY TOWN COUNCIL are to invite private architects to 
prepare plans for a number of the Council’s projects. —p. 270 


MR. DUNCAN SANDYS, Minister of Housing, has circularised 
local authorities on the importance of establishing green belts 
to check the spread of urban sprawl. p. 274 


DEMARCATION DISPUTES between different trades, which 
have resulted in a number of stoppages in the building industry, 
are examined, and solutions are suggested, bv a labour corre- 
spondent. p. 275 


MINISTRY OF HOUSING engineers have approved the use of 
soil stabilisation processes for the foundations of new council 
houses and flats at Stourport. p. 277 


grit and dust. This equipment must either be approved by 
the local authority or have been installed in accordance 
with plans and specifications approved by the authority: 
there will, however, be a right of appeal to the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government, who may call in appli- 
cations for decision by himself in the first instance. More- 
over, no new furnace (other than a domestic furnace) is 
to be installed unless it is, so far as practicable. capable 
of being operated continuously without emitting any 
smoke. It will not be necessary to obtain the approval 
of the local authority in this case, but the person who does 
obtain the approval of the local authority will be appro- 
priately safeguarded. There is apparently to be no right 
of appeal in the event of the authority refusing their 


approval presumably on the ground that no appeal is 
necessary in cases where approval is not imperative. 


Nevertheless, it would be a bold architect or engineer who 
would proceed with plans and specifications that had been 
disapproved, and some safeguard ought to be introduced. 
A useful precedent is afforded by the local Act provisions 
already in force on this subject: these local Act provisions 
usually require the local authority to consult the Ministry 
of Fuel and Power before disapproving plans of a furnace. 
and the Government should consider amending the new 
Bill accordingly. 

Third, the Bill provides for the designation of smoke- 
control areas in which the emission of smoke from any 
building will in general be prohibited. Some smokeless 
zones have already been established under local Act 
powers, but the new Bill obviates the necessity of each 
local authority having to promote its own parliamentary 
Bill in order to get the necessary powers. The Bill makes 
provision for local authority grants to the owners and occu- 
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The Bill necessarily provides that some of the prohipj. 
tions on the emission of smoke shall only be enforce ) 
within the limits of what is reasonably practicable, but 
it is to be hoped that this will not become too large , REB 
loophole. In particular, it is unfortunate that in definins | SIR 
what is reasonably practicable the Bill has regard to locaj peel 
conditions. In the past this has seriously limited actigy auth 
under the Public Health Acts, because it has enabled the of Le 
defence to be raised that the furnace concerned was only = 
one of a number in the locality which were causing smoke 
pollution. It will be a great disappointment if this loop. po 
hole is left open. quite 
The Bill, when it becomes law, will provide the means | devel 
of a nationwide attack on atmospheric pollution. But i, | “4 
cannot be more than the means—it will require a strono make 
public opinion to see that the new legislation is enforced ee 
Architects and builders can play their part in this whey nis 
dealing with the design and construction of new buildings 9 call 
and particularly in overcoming the prejudices of their ‘ects 


clients in favour of the old ways. Given this public | the C 
opinion we can have a cleaner and healthier country. and 
purpe 

THE ARCHITECT AND TENDER Ker 
FIGURES . 

I. 


(PHE decision of the Court of Appeal in Dutton v. White | 0 
(reported in our issue last week) is of considerable } ‘ ® 


interest to architects and contractors, for it deals with the culti 
important question of the duty of the architect where he ag 


finds discrepancies between the builder’s tender figure and |) 

. . ‘ “me a © client 
the priced bills of quantities. Briefly, the facts of the | jj, 
case were that the builder had put in a tender for the | cient 
construction of 32 houses for a local authority for the sum | seem 
of £45,258; when the architect examined the tender and the | we h 





RECONSTRUCTION OF THE “ROWS,” CHESTER.— bills, he found some astounding errors in the figures, which | seem: 
The finest and best-preserved of the Chester “Rows,” that in should have added up to about £58,000. The builder was | ‘he 
Watergate-street, is being reconstructed. Our photograph shows told that there were discrepancies although these were not | '"S.' 
a view from south row to north row through a staircase arch in particularised, but the builder apparently agreed to 90 mista 
Watergate-street. The Town Council has special powers over ahead. He later sued for damages for fraud in the ground the sl 
this historic feature of old Chester, and if it disapproves of any that he had been deliberately tricked into signing the con- | ~ 


alteration to the structure or to a sign-board, there is a right of 
appeal to an advisory committee consisting of a Fellow, RIBA, 
a Fellow, RICS, and a Justice of the Peace. 


tract by misrepresentation, consisting in part of what was 
said and in part of what was deliberately withheld. The 
judge who tried the case was satisfied that the charge was 
proved, awarded damages against the architect and the 
local authority, and ordered the architect to indemnify the 


piers of private dwellings for the purpose of adapting fire- { ) 
authority against their share of the costs. 


places after the making of an order for a smokeless zone. 


Architects and builders should note, however, that this That decision has now been overruled by the Court of 
grant will not be available in respect of houses built after Appeal. In a significant passage Lord Justice Denning 
the new Bill comes into force. said that, to establish fraud, it had te be shown that those 


with whom the builder was dealing were concealing some- 
thing with the intent of keeping it from him. The Court 
did not find that was so in this case. 


Fourth, the Bill provides for the making of building by- 
laws requiring the provision in new buildings of “such 
arrangements for heating or cooking as are calculated to 





prevent so far as practicable the emission of smoke.’ It is perhaps significant that the architect had in fact 
This is a re-enactment of a provision which has been on drawn attention to the fact there were discrepancies. _ It 
the Statute Book since 1926; it is at present to be found may be that complete silence on the part of the architect 
in section 104(2) of the Public Health Act, 1936. No such would have amounted to fraud—at all events if the builder 
by-laws have ever been made, so far as we know, for it has could show that the silence was deliberate. That point, 
always been considered impracticable to frame a building however, was not directly in question in Dutton v. White. 
by-law for this purpose: it may be that the proposed addi- It may one day be established that the architect is under 
tion of the words “so far as practicable” will overcome a legal duty to draw attention to any discrepancies 
the difficulties, but the clause will need to be most care- between the tender figure and the bills which he discovers 
fully considered when it comes before Committee. before the contract is signed. 

The part of the Bill which is most likely to appeal to In the meantime, we venture to suggest that, whatever 
the public imagination is that relating to smokeless zones may be the legal position, the architect ought always to 
and we hope that local authorities will be encouraged draw the builder’s attention to the particulars of such dis- 
to press on with plans for such zones. Apart from the crepancies. We cannot think that any architect who with- P 
popular appeal of smokeless zones, it seems that only holds such information is really serving the true interests pve 
through the designation of such areas is there likely to be of the building owner. Such conduct cannot inspire con- Trini 
any substantial reduction in the amount of pollution from fidence on the part of the accepted builder or of those other | piers 
domestic chimneys. Yet it is these chimneys which are firms who may have tendered: worse still it may in some} gyq) 


responsible for something like half the present pollution. cases lead to scamping or to bankruptcy. 
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Notes of the Week 


gEBUILDING THE CITY 


‘IR ALFRED BOSSOM, who called 
recently in The Times for a new 
juthority to control building in the City 
yf London, was answered on Tuesday in 
jletter from Mr. H. S. Syrett, a member 
af the Corporation’s town planning com- 
mittee. Mr. Syrett points out, rightly as 
many Will feel, that there are already 
quite enough authorities concerned in the 
development and approval of plans. To 
add another, says Mr. Syrett, “ would 
make confusion even more confused. 
But we cannot follow Mr. Syrett when 
he advises the Presidents of the RA and 
RIBA to “ direct their criticisms to those 
really responsible—i.e., the many archi- 
ects and developers who are developing 
the City in order to meet their own ideas 
yd requirements, presumably for the 
purposes of making money.” Such com- 
ment comes strangely from a member 
of council of a city whose whole history 
and reputation is based on commerce. 
Mr, Syrett goes on to suggest that the 
wo Presidents “call a conference with 
a view to endeavouring to meet the dif_i- 
culties which are really due to the idio- 
syncrasies of the architect members of 
the latter body [the RIBA] and_ their 
clients, the big developers.” Well, well! 
if Mr. Syrett is right in condemning both 
cient and architect, then there would 
gem to be no hope for the City. But 
we have not got to that state yet. What 
seems to be needed is proper guidance at 
the top, from an architect of such stand- 
ing that some of the more outstanding 
mistakes proposed be overtaken while at 
the sketch plan stage. 
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This :aakes it the more important that 
the promised City Architect be appointed 
as soon as the right man can be found. 
This will not be easy; not only is there 
justification in this instance for thinking 
that the Corporation might be awkward 
employers but the fact must be faced that 
few architects of the quality required for 
this post would be happy away from their 
drawing boards and the business of build- 
ing. What must be hoped for is that 
there may be some man who will be will- 
ing to give up five or 10 years of practice 
to a cause as vital as the City’s rebuilding. 

Meanwhile we print on another page 
some views from a contributor who advo- 
cates a return to free classic style as a 
means of avoiding architectural conflict 
in the City. 

NORTHERN IRELAND HOUSING 

WitTH the issue of its tenth annual 
report the Northern Ireland Housing 
Trust, which was set up by Act of Par- 
liament in 1945, can look back with 
satisfaction on a decade of useful pro- 
gress in an era when almost continuously 
rising costs have added greatly to the 
problems of financing and building low- 
rental houses. The report states that it 
was hoped to mark the tenth year of 
the Trust’s existence by the completion 
of a large number of houses, but owing 
to poor summer weather and a winter 
“so phenomenally bad that building 
Operations practically came to a stand- 
still for weeks on end completions fell 


COMING EVENT 





WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 17 
MopuLaR SOCIETY Visit to petrol filling stations 
at Aylesbury and Reading. Meet at Alexander 


Engineering Co., Bicester-rd., Aylesbury, 11 a.m 





PROPOSED GOVERNMENT OFFICES, PORT OF SPAIN. Shown here is a model 

of new Government Offices in Treasury-street, Port of Spain, for the Government of 

Trinidad and Tobago. The building, which is shortly to go into construction, has been 

designed by Mr. J. Ronald Firth, ARIBA, chief architect to the Department of Works 

and Hydraulics, Trinidad, the architect in charge being Mr. L. E. Cornelliac, ARIBA. 
Mr. Firth is at present engaged in planning a new airport for the island. 
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below expectations. Nevertheless, by 
March 31, 1955, the Trust had completed, 
since its formation, 14,109 dwellings. 

In contrast to the housing problems 
in some provincial centres, where the 
urgent housing need has been met and 
it is now possible to direct attention to 
slum clearance, the report states that the 
housing problem in Belfast is still the 
most formidab!e in the Province. Here 
the Trust has already made a significant 
contribution to housing needs, and dur- 
ing the next five years a high proportion 
of its building will be in the Belfast area. 
By March 31 last 5,200 dwellings within 
five miles of the city’s centre had been 
occupied, and work was in progress for 
the provision of 6,600 more. The report 
records that the Trust has now acquired 
the 400-acre Belvoir Park in Belfast, but 
that it is hoped to leave much of the 
park as open space; a careful examina- 
tion has shown that it would “be pos- 
sible to build about 1,000 dwellings with- 
out encroaching too seriously on the 
amenities.” 

On slum 


clearance, the report com- 
ments that 


while, before the war, the 
problem of the slums was largely one 
of poverty, this is not the case to the 
same extent to-day. “ The proportion of 
old people, of families with low incomes 
and of difficult families is naturally 
higher than in the general population, 
but many of the families to be rehoused 
are simply normal families living in bad 
houses with very low rents.” 

The report, which is signed by Sir 
Lucius O’Brien, the chairman, is well 
illustrated with full-page photographs of 
a number of the Trust’s schemes, and a 
large coloured map showing the location 
of estates. It is obtainable, price 2s., from 
the Trust at 12, Hope-street, Belfast. 
DEVELOPMENT CO-ORDINATION 

AN international conference is to be 
held in London in September (see report 
on page 286) to provide those people 
involved in large-scale regional planning 
and development work with an oppor- 
tunity of meeting; to review several 
development schemes in order to study 
methods of approach and organisation : 
and to study problems of co-ordination 
and teamwork. It is also proposed to 
consider the formation of a permanent 
international association and centre to 
co-ordinate and sustain regional planning 
research. Mrs. Vijaya Lakshmi Pandit, 
High Commissioner for India in the 
United Kingdom, has accepted the Presi- 
dency of the London Conference on 
Regional Planning and Development. 

It is pointed out by the organisers of 
this forthcoming conference that the 
regional planning and development work 
which has recently been carried out in 
several parts of the world has touchec 
only a few of the many regions which 
need comprehensive development. This 
they attribute to two main reasons: First, 
there is no single centre where people of 
the many professions concerned in this 
field can learn from each other, and 
where information can be analysed and 
issued. Secondly, there is no organisation 


for arousing and sustaining public 
interest in regional planning or for 
promoting research and_ education 


needed. 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


SPECULATIVE HOUSE DESIGN 
To the Editor of The Builder 
GIR, — The leader “*Englishmen’s 
Castles ” in your issue of July 29, con- 
demns the standard of design of specu- 
lative housing. May I make some com- 

ments? 

As in all building projects, the archi- 
tect is restricted to his client’s and other 
requirements. In siting and landscaping, 
the maximum number of houses must be 
fitted on to the site. Authorities have 
standards of widths and construction of 
roads and footpaths, which must be 
adhered to. The shapes of culs-de-sac, 
turning spaces, radii of corners, etc., are 
fixed by them. 

The speculative builder has to give his 
customer what he wants, and not what 
the architect thinks he ought to have. The 
plan of two living rooms, kitchen and 
three or four bedrooms is the standard 
requirement, and offers little variation. 
Price is the dominant feature in the face 
of hot competition. Variation in design 
is limited to the shape of roofs and type 
of roofing material and facing bricks, and 
such features as bay windows, door open- 
ings, and the limited variation of stand- 
ard doors and windows. 

Many architects avoid entering into the 
field of speculative housing, where their 
ideas might influence the standard of de- 
sign. So far RIBA housing exhibitions and 
publicity have had little influence on the 
taste of the house purchaser, and the 
speculative builder dare not produce a 
product which is unlikely to sell. 


Whilst the design of many council! 
housing schemes is excellent, dull 


monotony and lack of ornament of some 
examples of the so-called modern design 
may influence the man in the street 
against the employment of an architect. 
It is not just snobbish prejudice against 
the council house. 
A. STANLEY Epwarps [ARIBA]. 
91, Butlers-road, 
Handsworth Wood, Birmingham 20. 


To the Editor of The Builder 


SIR.—I congratulate you on _ your 
leader on “Englishmen’s Castles,” 
pointing out the useful contribution which 
could be made by the powerful Building 
Societies in the matter of quality and 
design, a view I have long held and venti- 
lated locally on the Council of the North 
Staffordshire Architectural Association. 
The Building Societies would then truly 
live up to their title and not function 
merely as finance houses. This would be 
ultimately to their benefit; at present the 
better quality housing on their books has 
to carry the sub-standard housing; if th2 
general level of design and quality werc 
lifted, this surely would be reflected in 
better security for them and eventually 
more advantageous interest charges for 
the public. 

One difficulty with the solution advo- 
vated occurs to me: if two types of loan 
are in operation, will not a few unavoid- 
able “ borderline” results and compari- 
sons bring the scheme into disrepute with 
the public? It would be interesting to 
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have the comments of the Canadian 
CMHC. 

Alternatively, would not a_ simpler, 
solutton be for the RIBA to lay down 
special standard fees for houses under, 
say, £3,000, on the lines of the State- 
Aided Housing scale of charges, and seek 
agreement with the Building Societies that 
these minimum fees as standard practice 
should be included in costs to arrive at 
advance and repayment figures? No one 
ever succeeds in (or even attempts) the 
avoidance of solicitor’s conveyancing fees 
in buying and selling houses, and it is 
high time that the architect’s services be 
recognised to be equally necessary for the 
satisfactory completion of such a contract 
in the interests both of the individual 
and the State. 

R. J. Wittis [MA, ARIBA]. 

Newstead, Standon, Stafford. 


WHAT DO THEY WANT? 
To the Editor of The Builder 


4 1R,—Nearly all the criticism one reads 
on the subject of the rebuilding of 
the City of London is concerned .with 
external appearance and _ consists of 
denunciations of ‘“ bad copies of past 
styles,” on the one hand, and of “ pack- 
ing crates” on the other. There is 
generally some vague talk of the need for 
“bold and imaginative architecture,” 
but we are left to guess what the writers 
have in mind. 

Rarely does anyone say anything about 
planning, which in the large areas of 
destruction is surely of cardinal impor- 
tance. What of the “ precincts” that we 
used to hear so much about, which were 
to solve all our problems of urban 
development? What, too, of * open plan- 
ning,” which was to give our new build- 
ings better light and air than could be 
obtained from the old-fashioned road- 
frontage type of development? 

May I suggest that those who like to 
air their views in the Press and elsewhere 
should bear these considerations in mind. 
If at the same time they could illustrate 
their ideas with sketch-plans and ele- 
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vations they would be much mor 
intelligible than they are at present, and 
more helpful practically to the architects 
and planners who have to wrestle with 
these problems on the site. Destructive 
criticism on either side is all too easy, La 
us have, for a change, some constructive 
suggestions. 
ECL. 
SAVING TECHNICAL MAN-HOURs 
To the Editor of The Builder 


QIR.—It is interesting to note that 
: orthodox bills of quantities are 
once again in the spotlight—directeg. 
this time, by Sir Thomas Bennett at the 
British Architects’ Conference and 
focused by Mr. John Allan in his letter 
to you. (The Builder, July 22.) 

After so many years of progress jn 
many directions, it is indeed surprising 
that we are made to work with a tool 
which, however useful and adequate jt 
may be for certain functions, could in- 
crease its usefulness a hundredfold if jt 
were to undergo a certain amount of 
modification. 

I am not quite clear whether Mr. 
Allan is suggesting in his last paragraph 
that independent professional quantity 
surveyors should close shop and join the 
staffs of the increasing number of 
‘specialists * that he appears to have in 
mind, but | would offer the following 
suggestion as another possible way of 
meeting the renewed criticism of the 
orthodox bill. 

The basic idea is the adoption of a single 
document (to be known as the “Contract 
Schedule’) to replace specifications and 
bills of quantities in their usual form and 
to present the information they embrace in 
a manner more easily understandable and, 
therefore, more readily usable by all persons 
concerned including the contractor's staff 
on the sites. 

The Schedule would be divided into 
sections, each commencing with a preamble 
giving a complete specification of the work 
to be done and the materials to be used iz 
that section, followed by the quantities. The 
latter would be detailed in accordance with 
accepted practice on the lines of “addi- 





THE COLONIAL OFFICE: Seen above is a photograph of a model prepared in 

the Middlesex County Council's architectural department showing the effect that 

the proposed Colonial Office building (seen between the Central Hall, on left, and 

Middlesex Guildhall, foreground) could have on the surrounding buildings, par- 

ticularly on the RICS and Middlesex County Offices shown to the right of the model. 
(Photo by E. Seel). 
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uch more 
resent, and 
€ architects 
vrestle with 


aimed at, and there are many men now 
who are measuring and estimating who 
started work as an apprentice to a trade. 

I hope this will be of some encourage- 


evidence of this because the first set 
headed “Output per Man” should be 
similar to the last set headed “ Net Out- 
put per Man Year,” but they vary as 


tions” in a variation account, with the 
trades Shown as sub-headings, while the 
descriptions could be abbreviated by refer- 
ence to the appropriate clauses of the pre- 


Destruct; mble. Each section would cover a particu- ; 

0 easy Le | lr stage of the work and would include all shown below : — Net Output per Ment to your correspondent, but if you 

-onstru, a work by all trades engaged. “ Taking-off ” Output per Man Man Year. _—-use this letter, will you, to save me too 
acanne would follow established practice, and so : All Work All Work much publicity, allow me to sign myself 

would the abstract, except that it would be pot = oe. “BR Baby 

ECI. divided into” mee instead . trades. 1954 112 115-7 Pinieais aiaeeeen 

N- “Deductions wou be transferred to + : 

“HOURS other sections of the abstract, if necessary, 100. The Mall. N.14 G. HONEYBELL. ; 

uilder 9 that the quantities in each section are , oe BIRDIES FROM BAULK 

note that nett when transferred to the Schedule itself. “ ROME. REVISITED” To the Editor of The Builder 


Ntities are 


—directed 


Nett at the 


“nce 


and 


1 his letter 
) 


The following are suggested titles for the 
sections of a complete Schedule, each of 
which could be further divided into sub- 
sections whenever desirable in the interests 
of simplification : 

1. General conditions and preliminaries. 
2, Demolition and/or sundry works on 


To the Editor of The Builder 


&IR,—Mr. Martin Briggs, in his mest 
"~ interesting article on this subject in 
your last issue, did not mention the 
provenance of the design for the British 


SIR,—In his LMBA Lecture, the 

President of the Royal Academy, 
being “in good form,” which he was, 
“knocked them out of the ring for six.” 
(The Builder, August 5). Likewise scor- 
ing aces all round the course and 


rogress jn site. School at Rome, which served as the  pirgies ’ 9 

S- a me : ae ae ie irdies from baulk? 

surprising 3. Foundations and work up to ground’ British Pavilion at the Rome Exhibition CROSSLINES 

ith a tool rj aio nore of 1910. Perhaps he was right in think- , | , imeiecniiiees a ~ eae 
Teller 4, General structure—u oO root (plate j : ac 3 ae a e are not sure whether this is intended as a 

— It level P ‘P or It poo yng nose pn Tage may * late cut or as an uppercut, but whichever it is, 
cou in- < ~ ae denna ~ : 1 e a tew of your readers who are not we thank ** Crosslines *’ for his good intention which 
: gs 5. General structure—above roof (plate) : : ates : pore ayy Resse Sa aE SE es 

dfold if it Somat plate) aware that Lutyens based his design ex- ©l*tly_ is to see that the game is played according 


imount of 


ether Mr. 


6. Floors and staircases. 
7. Finishings on _ soffits, 
floors. 


walls and 


ternally on St. Paul’s. The front elevation, 
in fact, as a glance at Mr. Briggs’s sketch 
will show, is an adaptation, almost a 


PRIVATE ARCHITECTS 


paragraph 8. Windows and doors. ee copy, of the upper storey of the west : ee om 
~ quantity 9. Joinery fittings and sundry finishings. front of the Cathedral, omitting the London Society's Progress 
id join the = ee ee ee .. towers. It makes a handsome building. ANOTHER meeting of the London 
imber of | ee ee ee but I have often wondered about th2 Society of Private Architects was held on 


tO have in 


work in connection. 
12. Water mains. 


wsthetic morality of such a compl!et2 


July 21, at the National Liberal Club. 


following 13. Drains. * crib.” Following a progress report by the Chair- 
5 a . 14. Site a yo works. X. man, Mr. S. H. Statham, ARIBA, the 
n of the 15. General summary. ees eee : j eae ie -aaahs 7 

c ene ) THE APPRENTICE AND NATIONAL 2'™S and objects and the constitution of 


of a single 


The Contract Schedule, it will be noted, 
would provide (i) the basis for tendering: 


SERVICE 


the Society were formally adopted. THE 
CHAIRMAN, told the meeting of the 


* Contrac ii > Sc > of Rates f > adj > a oar a P : é 

tions we YT ee i To the Editor of The Builder interest that had been aroused among 

form and quantities in close association and in a €(IR,—Your correspondent “Parent” is Private practising architects and also of 
* the number of persons who were anxious 


‘Mbrace in 
dable and, 
all persons 
‘tor’s staff 


sequence which is approximately parallel to 
the progress of the work. In this latter 
respect it has obvious advantages over the 
orthodox bill and, in addition, it provides 


concerned because a _ carpenter, 
having finished his apprenticeship, is 
drafted into the Army and is given a job 
as a clerk, therefore not following his 


to join the Society and help in its 
activities. Letters had been received from 
all parts of the Country and from the 


a better means of (iv) identifying and ae ¢ Commonwealth. Mr. Statham referred in 
‘ided into measuring the materials, etc., to be pur- ‘?ade despite the fact that he was very auhecute a letter he had received 
‘ ' , keen to do s The Builder, July 29 particular to a letter he had receive 
preamble chased, and (v) valuing the work comp!eted een to do so. (The Builder, July 9.) from a group of architects in New 
the work for the purpose of interim certificates. Apart from the initial disappointment, Ze. I d bc a ted shat a lites dunes 
be used if It would be interesting to hear from any 1 should say that “Parent,” or the lad, Caane, WAG Sas palannpennenienr oanisnte 


tities. The 
lance with 
of “ addi- 








of your readers who have departed from 
the orthodox bill of quantities in the interests 
of greater usefulness. 
ARTHUR T. GINNINGS [FIQS] 
151, Linacre-lane, Liverpool, 20. 


PRODUCTIVITY AND PRICES 
To the Editor of The Builder 
SIR, ~-l was very interested in your 

article on this subject in the issue 
of July 15, but there are some points to 
which I would like to draw attention. 
First, | think it would be move accur- 
ate if you said that materials, labour and 
plant are the main elements of cost, 
because the increase in productivity was 
undoubtedly partly due to investment in 
plant. 
Second, in 1952-54 there 


the years 


were increases in Holiday Stamps and 


need not think that this will matter at 
all, for in all probability the little clerical 
knowledge which he will acquire and the 
experience which he will gain from his 
Army life will help him on his return 
to the building industry, not so much at 
his trade but to step up to a higher level. 

Prior to 1942 1 worked as a carpenter. 
I then entered the Army at the age of 29, 
did two years as a wireless operator, and 
two years as a clerk. I had a flair for 
this work and at the end of my service 
was a WOII with about 30 clerks under 
me. On returning to civilian life I 
entered into partnership in a very small 
way, have gradually expanded, and am 
now the sole owner of a firm with 
between 50 and 60 employees. I have 
always felt that the clerical experience 
I gained in the Army was of inestimable 


were experiencing the same general trend 
unfavourable to architects in private 
practice and that many of the New 
Zealand architects were most concerned 
to resist the submergence of private 
practising architects which was so seri- 
ously threatened in that country. 

The Chairman, in giving the outline of 
the Society’s proposed future activities, 
stated that it was encouraging to see the 
interest which had been taken in the 
Society by a large number of the builders 
of the country, particularly a number of 
the older and well-established firms, who 
felt that the gradual disappearance of the 
private practising architect was just as 
much a threat to the building industry as 
to the architectural profession itself. It 
the time arrived when most building firms 
had to rely on contracts put out by local 
authorities, Ministries, etc., the position 


mene Insurances which are not shown in an _ benefit to me. J 
index of hourly earnings. Now, I do not suggest that every boy of the industry would become intolerable, 

io To ignore these factors in calculating can do the same: obviously the oppor- they had said. . 
“st the indices for the cost of building work tunity will not be there, but I do know Detailed steps to be taken to imple- 
would make the figures underestimate that there is a great need in the industry ment the Society's policy are now to be 
od in any increase. Presumbably (see pen- for men who, to use a favourite expres- considered by the Committee and laid 
, that ultimate paragraph of the article) these sion of mine, are not afraid of a pencil. before the next general meeting of the 
and indices have been used to calculate the Men who can do such a simple thing as Society. Architects in private practice 
var value of the output of the industry at write a list of required materials for their who are anxious to join the Society 
rodel. 1948 prices, and that means that the job are not too common, and this alone should write to Mr. David Steven at 21, 


“actual output ” has been over-assesssed. 


The tables themselves provide some 


can save the employer a lot of time, but 
there are higher things than that to be 


Brunswick-square, WC1. Tel.: Terminus 
0202. 
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General view from south. Below: The club room on_ first flecr. 


The Artichoke Public House, Sidney-street, E] 


Architects 
STEWART & HENDRY. FF./ARIBA 


Builders 
CHARLES S. FOSTER & SONS, LTD. 
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‘ta January 3, 1911, the site of 

this new public house was the 
scene of the now famous * Sidney- 
street siege,” in which Winston 
Churchill (then Home _ Secretary) 
played an important part. Perhaps 
“The Siege’? would have been a 
more appropriate name for the new 
building, but it has been called 
“The Artichoke” because it re- 
places the 100-year-old pub of the 
same name near by, which is to be 
pulled down owing to severe war 
damage. 





It is the first post-war house built 
by the brewers (Mann Crossman 
and Paulin) in the Stepney area. 
Set in the midst of new blocks of 
council flats, its exterior has been 
specifically designed to harmonise 
with the Town Hall which is to be 
erected on the site opposite. Inside, 
the architects’ main object has been 
to provide a modern, easy-to-run 
house, retaining the traditional at- 
mosphere of the “friendly local” = The saloon bar. Artwork Formica has been used to veneer the bar top and 
while at the same time making full back shelving. The front of the bar is panelled with afromosia and the walls 
use of up-to-date furnishings and with iroko., 
fittings. 





In the past there has been a 
shortage of suitable accommodation 
in the district for holding private 
functions. The brewers have now 
remedied this situation by providing 
a club room which can be adapted 
for wedding receptions, club dinners, 
meetings, etc. 









ATH 
sine 





CLUB) ROOM |WCH KITCHEN LIVING 
An interesting feature of this room - i rl A | 

is the horseshoe-shaped bar which 9 ll con i eo = ie a wal a 
has been designed at one end of the SALOON BAR SERVERY | PUBLIC! ||BAR 
room to simplify the serving of i ia P Sitio oho 
drinks which otherwise would have i a ap 7 





| 


-# s. .s ee 








to be obtained from one of the down- CELLAR 

stairs bars. The bar itself has been A = - 5 
surfaced with Formica laminated 

plastic in a special Artwork design 

incorporating exact reproductions of SECTION 

Mann Crossman bottle labels on 

a buff ** Linette ~ background. 


In order to divide the bar from 








the main restaurant section, the wall _ 2 _ 
facing the bar has been panelled f Sve f ; 
with complete sheets of Formica, ad F io 
again in a pattern of an unusual 
design. The rest of the panelling 7 LIVING 
‘ » h- sc 1 29k - R M 
and the bar front is in teak. LT pusuic eae sintiea 
Following is a list of nominated 
sub-contractors: 
lad a 
Refrigeration, R. E. A. Bott, Ltd.; burglar il ‘ . oer (LK | TCHEN 


alarm, Clarion Equipment, Ltd.; photographs, 
Sheridan and Knowles, Ltd.; central heating, 
Deane and Beal; electrical work, Haines and 
Sheppard; gas, North Thames Gas_ Board; 


service 









ironmongery, Yannedis and Co., Ltd.; joinery, { F 
Fosters (Woodworkers), Ltd.; counters, J. “service 
Rogers and Son; reinforced concrete work, : 


| F. Bradford and Co., Ltd.; glazing, James Clark 
| and Eaton, Ltd. 





Mirrors, Clarke and Co., Ltd.; furniture and 
decorations, Lammerton, Ltd.; stair covering, 
Runnymede Rubber Co., Ltd.; Cemglaze, 
Cement Glaze, Ltd.; Formica, Thomas De La 
Rue and Co., Ltd.; sanitary fittings, John Bold- 
ing and Sons, Ltd.; tiling, B. Finch and Sons; 


bricks, R. Y. Ames, Ltd.; paint, Jenson and GROUND FLOOR PLAN 


Nicholson, Ltd. 





Scale of Feet 
10 s ° ° 20 30 40 so 
8 © 8% SO So ee eee teal 


THE ARTICHOKE PUBLIC HOUSE, SIDNEY STREET, E} 
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REBUILDING THE CITY 


A Return to the Classic Motif in Design ? 
By JASPER SALWEY 


TIYHE question of how best to replan 

and rebuild the devastated portions 
of the City of London is a major prob- 
lem and has rightly been considered as 
such since the end of the war. Masterly 
schemes have been visualised, described 
and illustrated by surveys, technical and 
pictorial. drawings—for instance, the 
royal Academy Planning Committee’s 
Interim Report of 1942, but more par- 
ticularly the deeply considered and bril- 
liant report prepared in 1946-7 by Dr. 
Charles Holden and Professor William 
Holford and shown to the public at an 
exhibition held at the Guildhall Art 
Gallery in 1948. This report may be 
siudied in an illustrated brochure issued 
at the completion of this work and in 
articles which appeared at the time in all 
the leading journals. 

To whatever extent the Holden- 
Holford report may be considered a 
worthy solution of the great difficulties 
involved, the problem has now become 
more difficult because a certain amount 
of building has been done and further 
large buildings are now being rushed 
into existence, while other schemes are 
on the drawing board which hamper the 
realisation of any overall and_ inter- 
related conception. 

PERMANENCE OF MISTAKES 

If it were any art other than architec- 
ture which we were considering the 
matter would not be so deeply serious, 
but whatever may be the aesthetic ideas. 
the standard of taste and administrative 
powers of the future, it is hardly possible 
to remove or even remodel vast buildings. 
What is built to-day will go towards con- 
stituting the visual scene for generations 
to come, and posterity, if it happens not 
to appraise them, will have to suffer our 
works. 

At the end of the war so large a pro- 
portion of the City was in a state of 
ruin that the opportunity was offered for 
making far-reaching changes even of 
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plan, for achieving order, practicality and 
beauty—in fact, design in its broadest 
sense—from all that had evolved for three 
centuries into a haphazard collection of 
streets and buildings which even the 
existence of Wren’s churches and a few 
other buildings of architectural character 
could do no more than gracefully punc- 
tuate. The opportunity was not only so 
obvious but so providential, so golden, 
it is indeed amazing that the necessary 
powers were not taken to make quite 
certain that it was not lost in any degree. 

Any scheme for rebuilding the City is 
necessarily a long-term one, but the man 
in the street, the owners of building sites, 
and the firms who desire to be accom- 
modated doubtless cannot find themselves 
able to be particularly interested or 
enthusiastic about long-term projects, in 
five- or ten- or 20-year plans, etc., éspeci- 
ally in an age which is becoming more 
obsessed by speed whether in travel or 
building. The erection of a stretch of 
elevated roadway, the redirection of a 
street, the diversion of sewers and other 
services may mean no more to the tech- 
nically uninitiated than a traffic hold-up, 
whereas the planners and _ architects 
concerned can view these works as 
being the first stage in the layout of a 
wider street or the project of an elevated 
roadway—a part, in fact, a comparatively 
small part maybe but nevertheless a part, 
of an ultimately co-ordinated whole. 

The particular difficulty would seem 
to be to reconcile the need to create, in 
the shortest possible time, buildings 
planned and equipped in the most 
modern manner with a master conception 
for the design of the City, taken as a 
whole. 

The need to provide offices for the 
multitudinous commercial activities 
actually in the City of London is doubt- 
less very urgent, but provided these 
buildings fulfil their needs and functions, 
the architectural treatment of their 
external appearance js a lesser considera- 
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tion to those who desire to occupy them 
at the earliest possible date. Yet jf the 
City is ultimately to present the giv 
dignity and spaciousness worthy of th, 
capital, ruling powers for the contro} 9; 
the siting and style of the buildings mys 
be vested in some authority whose view, 
are based on the pooled opinions of th. 
master designers and present-day pro. 
fessors of architecture. Projects, before 
being embarked upon, must be presente 
to them not only as being intrinsical), 
good or bad but as being possible oj 
embodiment in a preconceived idea fo; 
the treatment of the whole area to fp 
rebuilt. 
A DIFFICULT QUESTION 

And what of this treatment? What js 
to be or should be the keynote of the 
design of the rebuilt City ? That indeed 
is an intensely difficult question. If al 
or most of the new buildings are to be 
in the so-called “ contemporary” map. 
ner, Wren’s churches and even the large 
buildings erected between the two wars 
will necessarily appear as antiques, s9 
bleak, angular and ungracious is the 
present-day style. 

It is not logical on the one hand to 
brand the style of St. Paul's, or St. Mary- 
le-Bow, or St. Vedast’s or the 17th- or 
18th-century domestic work as being a 
high level in design almost beyond 
adverse. criticism in its particular manner, 
and on the other hand to say that the 
contemporary style employing concrete, 
metal and vast areas of glass is exciting 
and what we now want. It is not possible 
to juxtapose these entirely different man- 
ners and hope to achieve a design for the 
City of London which will have a 
pleasing, impressive and homogeneous 
appearance. Are the Orders and their 
accompanying ornament so very démodé 
in the eyes of the so-called advanced 
architects that they must not be applied 
in any degree, even in a modified manner, 
to relieve the stark facades of present-day 
blocks? 

It was Lutyens—one of England’s ver 
great architects—who, in middle life, 
after his so brilliant exercises in the 
romantic manner, realised that it was not 
possible to achieve grandeur and dignit) 
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ELEVATION 


without resorting to the employment, in 
som? degree at least, of the classic 
motif—hence Britannic House, Finsbury 
Circus, the Midland Bank, Poultry, and 
the Viceroy’s House in Delhi. 

Some tall buildings in the City are 
necessary and especially so if we are to 
provide any lungs and parking spaces. 
Wren obviously realised that heights of 
60 or 70 ft. would be required, for he 
carefully designed his churches in such 
a manner that the lower parts of the 
towers, Which would be little seen, were 
comparatively plain and that the churches 
only displayed spires and cupolas or 
broke out into varied terminations at a 
level at which their skyline would be 
visible above the adjacent blocks and 
strest elevations. But even Wren pre- 
sumed that there would be a limit to the 
height of office buildings; he doubtless 
never suspected that they would attain 
the height of 100 ft. or more. 

In the preparation and presentation o} 
the City of London plan, drawings were 
especially made to show the appalling 
eflect of erecting plain blocks of flat- 
roofed offices of several storeys in the 
immediate vicinity and in some cases even 




















adjacent to ancient monuments. 
BUCKLERSBURY HOUSE 

A great deal of money has been spent 
in restoring St. Stephen’s, Walbrook, but 
immediately to the south of this church 
a large block of offices has already been 
erected and it appears that when the huge 
Bucklersbury House is completed this 
church will be suffocated and all but in 
visible from any but an acute vi2zwpoint. 
Surely this is most notably an instance 
where, for several reasons—for three 
reasons in particular, a clear view of this 
much appraised Wren church, the need 
for a parking space close to the Mansion 
House and the discovery of the Roman 
temp'e—a building of great size and 
height should certainly not have been 
placed immediately to the west of this 
church. This, it would seem, was most 
obviously an instance where some power 
or ruling authority should have been 
exercised to see that there was not a 
huddle of great buildings at this point. 
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A possible solution of the City prob- 
lem would appear to be on lines which 
have been indicated in the report and 
on those suggestions in my letter printed 
in the Sunday Times of July 3. 

The diagrams more fully illustrate the 
particular advantages of planning and 
elevating large office blocks in this man- 
ner, also the pleasing play of light and 
shadow which blocks thus arranged 
would produce. These are only dia- 
grams, to which no suggestions of sky- 
line or facade embellishment is included. 

But in this matter of skyline—a most 
important one—of the completely built- 
up City, is it to be just a series of flat 
roofs at different levels relieved only by 
pimples housing lift machinery, etc., with 
the weather vanes and tops of Wren’s 
spires appearing where the office blocks 
are not too high altogether to hide them? 

Those particular buildings and parts 
of the City which have been so pro- 
videntially not destroyed—notably St. 
Paul’s and the large buildings around 
the Bank—are monumental in character. 
It would, therefore, seem that a modi 
fied application of the classic motif is 
the only possible solution if the large 
new buildings are to mingle satisfactorily 
with that which stands and is to be pre- 
served. This—to be true architecture— 
will necessitate building in stone or fac- 
ing in stone and the abandonment, so 
far as the core of the City is concerned, 
of concrete, metal, tile and glass veneered 
buildings. 

Certain present-day architects have 
applied the classic-based features in an 
individualised way with distinguished 
success, and their work, which has been 
appraised and rewarded by the profes- 
sion, is an excellent lesson which should 
be followed by those who are given the 
great responsibility of rebuilding the 
City of London. There is ample oppor- 
tunity to employ the new manner in the 
new towns and other projects which will 
start, so to speak, from “ scratch,” but to 
erect these experimental manners of 
building amidst traditionalism is a pro- 
found mistake and will only end in pro- 
ducing an architectural scene which 
esthetically will be chaotic. 


COST OF BUILDING 
Comparison of Indices 


A COMPARISON of the Cost of Building 
Indices prepared by the Ministry of Works 
(see The Builder of July 15, 1955) and the 
Inland Revenue (The Builder of July 22, 
1955) with the indices prepared by Mr. H. J. 
Venning, FRICS, and published in The 
Builder of April 15, 1955, is interesting. It 
shows that Mr. Venning’s figures, prepared 
independently, are just the average of the 
other two, as may be seen from the table: 

COST OF BUILDING INDICES 





Year Ministry Venning Inland 
of Works Chart Revenue 
1932 ... ae 100 100 100 
as... ean 99 100.3 101.03 
1954 100 101.5 102.3 
Sept., 1954 103.4 
1955 102 103.5 - 


Mr. Venning’s chart is obtainable, printed 
on card, from The Publisher, The Builder, 
4, Catherine-street, Aldwych, WC2, price Is. 
(1s. 3d. post free). 

SITING OF HOUSES DISPUTED 
Council's Refusal to Toe the Zig-zag 
Line 

E1GHT houses—and the way they should 
be sited—are causing a lot of discussion 
and argument between Halesowen Town 
Council and the Worcestershire County 
Council, writes a correspondent. 

The local authority wants to build the 
houses on its Olive-lane municipal site. The 
County Council, which has to approve 
housing plans for Halesowen, agrees. 

But there the agreement between the two 
authorities ends. Halesowen thinks the 
houses should be in line. The County Coun- 
cil insists that they should be staggered. 

The County Planning Officer has sug- 
gested to Halesowen that four of the houses 
be brought forward. This, he says, would 
provide better amenities for adjoining 
houses. Halesowen Council has refused to 
do this. Now officials of both sides are 
to meet once more to find a solution. 

A member of Halesowen housing com- 
mittee said: “ We believe in uniformity and 
neatness in our estates. The County Coun- 
cil’s suggestion would mean having houses 
sticking out all over the place. and that is 
just what we don’t want.” 
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AN AFRICAN CENTENARY exhibi 
— great | 
Livingstone Centenary pros 
ee * of the 
Exhibition, Central Africa Desm¢ 
Livingstone, a small town of 4,300 prepar 
people in the Central African Federation, Ceatel 
this year is celebrating the centenary of contr 
the discovery by David Livingstone, the ol 
explorer, of the Victoria Falls. Com- es 
memoration is by a small exhibition in a 
contemporary style, designed by Mr. oe" 
C. G. Reedon Rodway, FRSA, which pes 
displays a collection of the relics of the ne 
missionary-explorer. Our article is by 
Miss Margaret Price, whose husband is pi 
an architect practising in’ Livingstone. sg 
The 
{ RCHITECTURALLY, the 1939- speci 
is {945 war left in Britain a vacuum sign. 
during which there had been literally a Grah 
standstill in architectural design. There — who « 
was one field which nevertheless pros- Pee — Bulav 
pered during those war years. Because assist 
of their propaganda value, Government- An interior view of the Exhibition. mater 
sponsored exhibitions of the informative . ng 
the ! 


type. as distinct from the display of J wirin 


Large animated map shewin Livingstone’s journeys commodities, were extensively employed 

















































by “means of Flashing lights, to expound an idea. In this sphere oj 
ai , : architectural planning, therefore, Britain Th 
ee a eee did not lag behind other countries, and — .° 
Livingstone as @ boy and when the war was over, she was able to pion 
ferry ne hold her own with any other in the world, Oe 1 
; r. 
} For various reasons, one of them being }  johts 
l Pay Desk Missionary , 1840-1852. the paucity of sufficient designers with howe 
aie esate = ere e: the required experience of what is recog- fixe 
oT Rawes »> > es : nised as very much a specialist phase of | .witc 

Z isplay: Fught against the architectural technique, Central Africa | hs, 

oe \ was somewhat slower to assimilate ideas | jor , 

\ . ‘ . . e v 
\ Ry oneen Sv eae enone which had been put into practice in | pack, 
J 7 ; Britain for some years. Nevertheless, as | gyle 
The Missionary time progressed it became apparent, | yhic 
especially at the time of the Rhodes Cen- Ff pajj, 
tenary Exhibition at Bulawayo in 1953, | yetg 
Time in UK that there were designers who could vie | The 

Cambridge lectures, etc 2 . ne 
with some of the better ones overseas, reve! 
Diorema Ree : : vege 
and their's was a_ particularly laudabl: TI 
effort when one considers the tremendous in 

ot ws difficulties under which they laboured to ‘ 
‘Tae Zambezt Expedition see * ae topp 
preduce such a magnificent exhibition. “a 
_ In Britain the work of the architect is a 

Livingstone town made easier because there are scores of ; 
Diorama S ‘ sees : ture: 
commercial firms who specialise in ex- oi 
R i hibition construction, and there are hi 
Pecvbert and it Tributaeeg hundreds of sub-contractors, most 0! pen 
them employing their own design studio ot 

ws hy ° - § 

Such amenities are a rarity in the Federa- P 
tion OPP’ 
| dior 
oe? {f one considers this and other related Vict 

yen 1 shere ° . : ‘ 

{ Livingstone the Geographer points before passing judgment on an) 

- - ° wale i ° ae a la 
phase of architectural work in Africa, ti 
and if one realises what difficulties con- oth 
front the planners, to say nothing of the i 

The Last Journey No 1 problem of difficult communications and nts 
the paucity of skilled craftsmen to exe- flor 
cute the work once it has passed the re 
drawing-board stage, it must be conceded pu 

that the results justify the determination 

The Last Journey flo 2 of architects to overcome many of the E 

| intrinsic problems which beset the builder attr 

YL AA eer awe In a ploneer country. mel 

; Stare Room Of special interest in this field is the out 

eek?) Livingstone Centenary Exhibition. The eng 

scheme was drawn by the Federal Tourist . 

. ues Officer at Livingstone, Mr. C. G. Reedon mic 
en ee ™ ‘in ‘ots - -_ Rodway, FRSA. The first exhibit which . 
t tort : = : = = Mr. Reedon Rodway designed was that Or 


, Ene of the Livingstone Municipality in the Wo 
Layout of the Livingstone Exhibition. Hall of Cities at the Rhodes Centenary wa 
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pyhibition at Bulawayo, which was a 
meat success. Because of this, he was 
ipproached later in 1954 by the curator 
af the Rhodes-Livingstone Museum, Dr. 
Desmond Clark, and asked if he would 
prepare a scheme for the Livingstone 
Centenary Exhibition. The designer has 
sontrived to use the interior of extremely 
poor external material—the corrugated 
ion shed in which the exhibition is 
noused—to very good advantage. His 
original briefing from the curator was to 
the effect that “they liked the style of 
the Court of Rhodes at the Bulawayo 
Exhibition’ plus some brief notes on 
what phases of Dr. Livingstone’s life it 
was proposed to cover. 

The designer quite rightly asked that 
specialist Contractors carry out his de- 
jon. The firm who did this work were 
Graham Displays, Ltd.. of Bulawayo, 
who carried out several contracts at the 
Bulawayo Exhibition. Other firms who 
assisted in the construction by providing 
materials were Zambesi Sawmills, Anglo- 
Mrican Glass, Zambaboard, Ltd., and 
the Municipality, who did the electrical 
wiring. 


AN AFRICAN ARTIST 


The interior consists of an entrance 

foyer. On one side is the large map pre- 
senting the four journeys undertaken by 
Dr. Livingstone across Africa. Coloured 
lights which illuminate the map and 
show each journey automatically are 
affixed to the wall so that the visitor can 
switch on each set of lights himself. On 
the right, opposite the large map, a clus- 
ter of bamboos reaches to the ceiling 
backed by a curved wall in “ free-flow 
style” formed of hardwood slats on 
which is a large picture of the Victoria 
Falls, the work of an African artist, M. 
Yeta, of Makerere College, Uganda. 
The bamboos are set in a bed of tropical 
vegetation. 
The main hall ts flanked by nine show- 
cases set at an angle on a long plinth 
topped by chequer-pattern Accotiles. The 
material used is veneered Zambaboard, a 
local product. A series of display fea- 
tures on columns occupies the central 
position of the large hall topped by a 
canopy in which is set panels of “ egg- 
crate” fluorescent lighting. There are also 
spotlights of the “ hylighter ” type. The 
Opposite curved wall contains three 
dioramas showing the discovery of the 
Victoria Falls by Livingstone in 1855 and 
a large detailed one showing the town as 
it is to-day. A cinema showing among 
others a film on the life of Livingstone 
is another feature. There is an informa- 
tion counter. There is an abundance of 
floral decor and a large trough runs down 
the centre of the main hall filled with 
flora in addition to the decor. 


Even in England this would be an 





e builder 


ld is the 
yn. The 
1 Tourist 
Reedon 
it which 
was that 
Y in the 
ontenary 


attractively designed exhibition. No com- 
ment, however, would be complete with- 
out reference to another artist who was 
engaged especially to decorate the in- 
terior of the showcases, Miss Patritvia 
McAllister, of Bulawayo, now studying 
art at the Goldsmiths’ College in Lon- 
don. Miss McAllister carried out similar 
work in the Court of Rhodes at the Bula- 
wayo Exhibition in 1953. 
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ALBERTI’S “TEN BOOKS ON ARCHITECTURE” 
Apt Precepts for the Present Day 


HE republication of the ‘“ Ten Books 

on Architecture” of Leone Battista 
Alberti,* first printed in Florence, in the 
original Latin text, in 1485, is an event 
of interest to the student of history. 
Further than this the circumstances and 
conditions which surrounded and led to 
their composition bear at least a super- 
ficial resemblance to those which enliven 
or bedevil architectural theory at the 
present day. In that distant and stirring 
time the more enthusiastic but less far- 
sighted protagonists of change saw them- 
selves, as many of their heirs and 
successors see themselves to-dav. at the 
dawn of a Brave New World. The word 
“ Renaissance” is not inapt to describe 
the current of intellectual events in 
fifteznth-century Florence. But in com- 
mon usage that descriptive word has been 
misunderstood ; it has been over-biased 
to the sense of a resurrection or re- 
capture of the very spirit or vital force 
of Classical Antiquity. The Western 
World did not so easily surrender its 
identity. 

Italy had never fully escaped from the 
remnants of the Classical Tradition. 
Gothic art had never reached in Italy 
those heights of assured achievement 
realised in the comparative freedom of 
the North. If a break in the Gothic tra- 
dition were inevitable it is a matter of 
simple surmise that it would come first 
where it had least hold. But what broke 
was not the spirit but the language in 
which that spirit had been expressed ; not 
the will, but the form. A transient dif- 
ference may be apparent. Cultures are 
living things. subject to change with the 
passage of time, but restricted to change 
within the limits of their essential 
pattern. That delicate and difficult 
equilibrium between the spiritual and the 
mechanical, that strange duality of move- 
ment. which pervades the heyday of 
Gothic art. was giving way to a more 
direct and sensory appeal. But the 
thought, the cutlook, the emotion, per- 
haps growing up or growing old, still 
followed the same essential path. And 
just at this point in history, when the 
mystic and magnificent language of the 
Gethic world had passed its zenith and 
its period of usefulness. men’s minds 
became first aware of what had sur- 
rounded them for centuries past, the 
buildings in ruined grandeur of Imperial 
Rome. Climbing and delving amongst 
these ruins these men found, not a new 
culture. whatever their own thoughts 
about it may have been, but the material 
for a new vocabulary in which to express 
their own. 


A NEW LANGUAGE 
Leone Battista Alberti set out, by his 
Ten Books on Architecture. to bring 


order from this bewildered chaos of dis- 
coveries. He forged from it a new 
language, he created from dismembered 
fragments an instrument of power. The 
magnitude of his undertaking can be 
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‘Ten Books on Architecture.” by 
Battista Alberti Translated into Italian bs 
Bartoli and into Enelish by James Leoni 
by Alec Tiranti, Ltd. Price 35s 


appreciated only by an imaginative effort. 
Architecture, in his time, was in the dol- 


drums. It was not in general a subject 
to which serious men gave serious 
thought. Antiquity to the artists of the 


day was a kind of quarry where orna- 
ment was mined. Brunelleschi, a superb 
constructor, in tentative experiments with 
classical form had failed to grasp the 
underlying _ principles. It was the 
deduction and establishment of — these 
principles, of the reason and logic which 
lay behind appearances, which app-aled 
to Alberti’s keenly analytic mind. His 
achievement was the more remarkable in 
‘hat he was not primarily an architect. 
He had made his reputation as a writer, a 
classical scholar, a thinker. 

AN OUTSTANDING INTELLECT 

His was an outstanding intellect, not 
only in his own day but of all time: 
er. whatever it was that he applied 
himself to, he could make men fancy, 
that he had never turned his noble dis- 
position to anything else, equalling and 
even excelling those that were at the top 
of each profession.” He drew freely on 
Vitruvius, the only classical architect 
whose writings had come down from 
antiquity, but held him in no great vene- 
ration, regarding his book as confused 
and his nomenclature as useless. He pre- 
ferred rather to found his scholarship on 
the whole body of Classical Literature re- 
inforced by an intensive study of the ruins 
of the Classical world. Although in his 
effort to establish a principle he some- 
times strayed to the formulation of a rule 
the trend of his teaching is to guide rather 
than enforce. If to-day we cannot accept 
all he says, and there are few things in 
the whole field of architecture which he 
does not illuminate, the greatness of his 
work is in no way diminished. 


AN IMPORTANT TRANSLATION 


Two further editions of .the original 
Latin text were printed, the first in Paris 
in 1512 and the second in Strasburg 1n 
1541. The first Italian translation 
appeared in Venice in 1546. A more im- 
portant translation to Italian, and the 
best known, was -made by Cosimo 
Bartoli in 1550. Giacomo Leoni, a 
Venetian architect who came to England 
about 1715, published his translation into 
English, from Bartoli’s text, in 1726. It 
is Leoni’s third edition of 1755 which has 
been used for the present volume. It 
the not-quite-Augustan prose of Leoni's 
version misses the sharp definition and 
classic roundness of the original, it is still 
the only easily accessible source for the 
coctrines of the great quattrocentro 
master. Again and again his precepts, 1 
not his facts, can be directed to the pre- 
sent day. To quote only one passage by 
way of example: “The having satisfied 
Necessity is a very small Matter, and the 
having provided for Conveniency affords 
no Manner of Pleasure, where you are 
shocked by the Deformity of the Work.” 
There can be detected in such an obser- 
vation a modern potentiality of being 
singularly apt. 


JAMES BURFORD. 
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UNDERGROUND PARKING SCHEME, MILAN 
240 Cars Automatically Handled per Hour 


ILAN CITY Authorities, in an 
attempt to reduce the traffic con- 
gestion in central areas, have granted a 
30-year concession to a private developer 
to operate a service station and car park 
constructed under the Piazza Diaz. The 
first of its kind built in Italy, the scheme 
consists of three floors under the Piazza, 
of a total depth of 11 metres. In order 
from the top down, the first floor accom- 
modates the lower ends of the access and 
exit ramps which lead from the sur- 
face of the Piazza, offices, tourist 
agencies, waiting hall and lavatories; also 
a service station and repair shops, as well 
as a number of lock-up garages for cars 
left over a period. The second and third 
floors contain two parallel gallerizs with 
* pigeon hole” parking spaces on either 
side, flanking a central “ spine where 
may be left vehicles intended for long 
duration. Each of these floors also has 
its own repair shops. 


~ Eo 





SYSTEM OF PARKING 


The system of parking is shown in the 
diagram. Sketch 1: The car driver 
leaves his car on a low-wheeled platform 
at the entrance to the first floor while 
a lift, moving up a vertical shaft 
opposite, aligns itself with the floor level. 
Sketch 2: The car is electrically moved 
onto the lift. Sketch 3: The lift descends 
to either the second or third level as re- 
quired (in this case the second floor), 
aligns itself with the floor level and the 
car is rolled off into its pigeon hole. 
Sketch 4: The lift has descended to the 
third floor and has taken on board a 
car required at the surface. All these 
operations are completely mechanically- 
operated, the lift platforms being con- 
structed to move laterally in either 
direction at the second- and third-floor 
levels. 

There are four such lifts, and it is 
claimed that a car can be parked or 


View of the Piazza Diaz, Milan, showing entrance ramps. 
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Diagrams showing method of car parking 


brought to the surface in the maximum 
time of one minute. The battery of four 
lifts is capable of dealing with 24 
vehicles each hour. Thus, even if 2 
Owners are waiting for their cars, the 
maximum period of delay is of the orde: 
of five minutes. 

Careful architectural treatment has 
meant that only the entrances to the two 
ramps and low ventilation extracts are 
visible from the ground level, and the 
amenities are thus preserved. The con- 
struction has employed 560 metric tons 
of steel and 10,100 tons of concrete 
There is capacity for 500 to 600 cars. 

ELABORATE SERVICES 

There is an elaborate system of light- 
ing (fluorescent), ventilation, air-con- 
ditioning and drainage, this last com 
prising a series of sumps where petrol and 
oil are filtered away from the water, the 
latter being used for normal purposes 0: 
a garage. A sprinkler system is installed 
as an additional precaution against fire 
The total cost of the scheme, which is 
due to open next month, is of the order 
of £285,000. 

*.” These notes are extracted from an 
article in Le Monde Souterrain (June. 
1955) of Paris, based on an article bj 
J-Ch. Giambelli, which _ originally 
appeared in Servizi Pubblici Urban 
(March, 1955). 





MODULAR CO-ORDINATION FILM 


Mempers of the Modular Society were 
recently invited to see a film and models 
demonstrating a special method o 
dimensional co-ordination. The film was 
made in the offices of Mr. Rodney 
Thomas, ARIBA, to illustrate a method 
of building with mass-produced com- 
ponents designed to enable an architec! 


to build to exact dimensions irrespec- | 
tive of the size of the components >\ 


using specially designed fillers. 
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Below: Block plan. 


View from Plaistow-road across the garden. 


Guinness Trust Housing Scheme at West Ham, E15 


Architects 
SIR LANCELOT KEAY, BASIL G. DUCKETT & PARTNERS, F/ARIBA 
Builders 
F. G. MINTER, LTD. 


Quantity Surveyors 
A, E. THOKNTON-FIRKIN & PARTNERS 


O* June 21, HM Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, Ses lee 
inspected the recently completed Guinness Trust ; = 
Housing Scheme at John-street, West Ham, and unveiled 

a tablet commemorating her visit. 
The particular interest of this scheme lies in the fact 
that it has been based on the recommendations con- 
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OLD PEOPLES HOMES 


tained in “* Housing for Special Purposes,” a supple- OLD 
ment to the 1949 Housing Manual, prepared by the | woes 
Miles Mitchell Sub-Committee of the Central Housing =< 
Advisory Committee under their extended terms of « 


reference. 

It is also interesting as an example of the pioneer 
work so often undertaken by private bodies which 
might well be followed more by public authorities. The 
site, on which there was considerable bomb damage, 
has an area of 1.67 acres and lies to the south of John- 
street. Originally rectangular in shape, it has been —D 


OLD PEOPLES HOSTEL 


PLalsTow 


narrowed at the south-west corner by the new line of 
the Plaistow-road. 

Plans for development were approved by the West 
Ham Corporation on July 8, 1952, and the site was 
leased to the Trust for a period of 99 years from PLA'STOW ROAD 
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Front elevation of old people's hostel. Below: Floor plans of hostel. 


September 25, 1953, at an annual 
rental of £275. The Corporation 
entered into an agreement with the 
Trust under Section 94 of the Hous- 
ing Act 1936, and on April 14, 1953, 
the Charity Commissioners con- 
sented to the borrowing by the 
Trust from the Corporation of a 
sum not exceeding £120,000 to be 
advanced by instalments as required, 
interest being payable at a rate not 
exceeding 1/8th per cent. above that 
fixed by the Treasury in respect of 
loans by the Public Works Loan 
Commissioners. The whole loan is 
to be repaid by the Trust within 25 
years from the date of the first 
advance. 

The scheme, in giving practical 
effect to the recommendations re- 
ferred to, indicates the possibilities 
of a satisfactory mixed development 
on a comparatively small site. Within 
an acre and a half there are seven 
flats and four maisonettes for young 
married couples, 39 single bed-sitting- 
rooms for single workers, 24 two- 
room homes for old people, and in 
an old people’s hostel accommoda- 
tion for 34 persons needing care and 
attention and sick bays for nine old 
people. In this hostel accommoda- 
tion is provided for the matron and 
resident . staff and 10 one-room 
flatlets for the accommodation of 
district nurses. The old _ people’s 
hostel is set back from but faces the 
main road. Long windows going 
down to the floor enable a full view 
to be obtained of passing traffic 
and other interests of a busy street. 

The self-contained dwellings for 
the old people and the hostel for 
single persons are ranged round an 
open grassed and planted area, indi- 
cative of the communal nature of 
the development while maintaining 
privacy and quiet within the precincts. 
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The recreation rooms and most 
of the bedrooms of the hostel for 
single persons face due west, thus 
enabling the occupants to enjoy such 
hours of sunshine as there may be 
at the end of the working day. 

Flats and maisonettes for the 
newly married.—These flats and 
maisonettes are situated at the north- 
west corner of the site. The two-room 
flats have living-rooms of 11 ft. 2 in. 
by 14 ft.; bedrooms of 11 ft. 104 in. 
by 9 ft. 74 in., and a fully equipped 
kitchen. The maisonettes have 
living-rooms of 21 ft. 45 in. by 
11 ft. 104 in. with partially recessed 
balconies of 9 ft. by 4 ft. 6 in. at one 
end, two bedrooms, 10 ft. 9 in. by 
13 ft., and 10 ft. 5 in. by 12 ft. 3 in.; 
ample kitchen and combined bath- 
room and w.c. A small garden is 
allocated to each flat and maisonette. 

Single persons’ hostel. The 
ground floor of this hostel is occu- 
pied by the entrance hall, 15 ft. 6 in. 
by 9 ft. 9 in., young people’s lounge, 
young people’s dining-room and 
old people’s dining-room, each 26 ft. 
4 in. by 22 ft. O in., divided by 
sliding doors giving, when necessary, 
aroom of 26 ft. 4 in. by 66 ft. 0 in. 


Floor plans of old people's 
homes. 
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Meals are served from a main 
kitchen 21 ft. 1 in. by 19 ft. 104 in. 
attached to which are the necessary 
staff rooms and stores. On each of 
the three floors are 13 bed-sitting- 
rooms of 10 ft. 104 in. by 11 ft. 4 in., 
each provided with lavatory basins 
and built-in wardrobes. A sitting 
space opening on to a balcony is 
provided giving light to the cir- 
culating corridor at the ends of which 
there is sanitary accommodation and 
a drying room. 

Old People’s Homes.—Twelve of 
these homes are of three storeys and 
12 of two storeys, the plan being 
similar in each case. The _ bed- 
living-rooms are 20 ft. 0 in. by 
14 ft. O in. with a small balcony 
at one end. The solid fuel fireplace 
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in the living section of the room is 
slightly splayed making the fire more 
easily enjoyed by occupants whether 
able to sit up or if confined to bed. 
Each has a fully equipped kitchen 
and a combined bathroom and w.c. 

At the east end of the homes 
facing John-street there are two flats 
for staff. 

Old People’s Hostel.—This hostel 
is intended for old people in need of 
some degree of care and attention 
and faces the Plaistow-road. The 
third floor has been made available 
for 10 district nurses, for whom there 
is a dearth of accommodation in the 
neighbourhood. The sick bays and 
sisters’ rooms are on the first floor 
of the wing which runs north and 
south. The sick bays are for those 
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Floor plans of flats and maisonettes. 
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Front elevation of old people's hostel. Below: Floor plans of hostel. 


September 25, 1953, at an annual 

rental of £275. The Corporation 7 
entered into an agreement with the 
Trust under Section 94 of the Hous- ab, 
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the Charity Commissioners con- ‘aa ‘be 
sented to the borrowing by the 

Trust from the Corporation of a FLATLET - 
sum not exceeding £120,000 to be a 
advanced by instalments as required, 
interest being payable at a rate not 
exceeding 1/8th per cent. above that 
fixed by the Treasury in respect of 
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an acre and a half there are seven 
flats and four maisonettes for young 
married couples, 39 single bed-sitting- 
rooms for single workers, 24 two- 
room homes for old people, and in 
an old people’s hostel accommoda- 
tion for 34 persons needing care and 
attention and sick bays for nine old 
people. In this hostel accommoda- 
tion is provided for the matron and 
resident staff and 10 one-room i 
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The recreation rooms and most 
of the bedrooms of the hostel for 
single persons face due west, thus 
enabling the occupants to enjoy such 
hours of sunshine as there may be 
at the end of the working day. 

Flats and = maisonettes for the 
newly married.—These flats and 
maisonettes are situated at the north- 
west corner of the site. The two-room 
flats have living-rooms of 11 ft. 2 in. 
by 14 ft.; bedrooms of 11 ft. 104 in. 
by 9 ft. 74 in., and a fully equipped 
kitchen. The maisonettes have 
living-rooms of 21 ft. 45 in. by 
11 ft. 105 in. with partially recessed 
balconies of 9 ft. by 4 ft. 6 in. at one 
end, two bedrooms, 10 ft. 9 in. by 
13 ft., and 10 ft. 5 in. by 12 ft. 3 in.; 
ample kitchen and combined bath- 
room and w.c. A small garden is 
allocated to each flat and maisonette. 

Single persons’ hostel. The 
ground floor of this hostel is occu- 
pied by the entrance hall, 15 ft. 6 in. 
by 9 ft. 9 in., young people’s lounge, 
young people’s dining-room and 
old people’s dining-room, each 26 ft. 
4 in. by 22 ft. O in., divided by 
sliding doors giving, when necessary, 
a room of 26 ft. 4 in. by 66 ft. 0 in. 


Floor plans of old people's 
homes. 
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Meals are served from a main 
kitchen 21 ft. 1 in. by 19 ft. 104 in. 
attached to which are the necessary 
staff rooms and stores. On each of 
the three floors are 13 bed-sitting- 
rooms of 10 ft. 10$ in. by 11 ft. 4 in., 
each provided with lavatory basins 
and built-in wardrobes. A sitting 
space opening on to a balcony is 
provided giving light to the cir- 
culating corridor at the ends of which 
there is sanitary accommodation and 
a drying room. 

Old People’s Homes.—Twelve of 
these homes are of three storeys and 
12 of two storeys, the plan being 
similar in each case. The _ bed- 
living- rooms are 20 ft. 0 in. by 
14 ft. O in. with a small balcony 
at one end. The solid fuel fireplace 





Second Floor Pian 





in the living section of the room is 
slightly splayed making the fire more 
easily enjoyed by occupants whether 
able to sit up or if confined to bed. 
Each has a fully equipped kitchen 
and a combined bathroom and w.c. 

At the east end of the homes 
facing John-street there are two flats 
for staff. 

Old People’s Hostel.—This hostel 
is intended for old people in need of 
some degree of care and attention 
and faces the Plaistow-road. The 
third floor has been made available 
for 10 district nurses, for whom there 
is a dearth of accommodation in the 
neighbourhood. The sick bays and 
sisters’ rooms are on the first floor 
of the wing which runs north and 
south. The sick bays are for those 
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Floor Plan 





Floor plans of flats and maisonettes. 
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View from south-east, showing old people’s hostel. 


needing special care and more con- 
stant attention. Their inclusion in 
the scheme marks a step forward 
in the more complete provision now 
deemed necessary in the care of old 
people. 

Central Heating.—Central heating 
is provided to the bed-sitting-rooms 
of the hostel for single persons, to 
all communal rooms in both hostels 


extreme left. 


and to a limited extent to the bed- 
sitting-rooms for old people. There 
is no central heating in the separate 
homes for old people or in the flats 
and maisonettes for the newly 
married, open solid fuel fires with 
back boilers being provided. 

Care has been taken to ensure 
adequate sound insulation between 
all floor, sand cork tiling has been 


The main entrance approach is seen on the 


used where heavy traffic is expected. 

The whole of the buildings are 
faced with a 2-in. hand-made straw- 
coloured brick and roofed with dark 
brown pantiles. 

One of the six sections on the 
estate is named Collins House, after 
the late Councillor C. K. Collins, 
who originally asked the Trust to 
help the West Ham Corporation with 





Main entrance to old people’s hostel. 
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View showing young people’s hostel (left) and part of old people’s hostel in the 
background. 


d. 

re 

V- 

k 

e their post-war housing problems. GUINNESS TRUST HOUSING SCHEME 

45 The remaining buildings are named — 

S after homes of individual Guinness AT WEST HAM, E15 

‘0 Trustees, Beaumont, Clandeboye, 

h Mulgrave, Patmore and Stondon 
Houses. 


The total cost of the scheme is 
estimated to be £154,000. The 
principal sub-contractors are listed 
below: 

Electrical installation, Berkeley Elec- 
trical Engineering Co.; kitchen equip- 
ment, Benham and Sons, Ltd.; heating, 
hot water and plumbing, Ellis (Kensing- 
ton), Ltd.; lifts, Marryat and Scott, Ltd.; 
sanitary fittings, including mirrors and 
splash backs, John Bolding and Sons, 
Ltd.; artificial stone, Empire Stone Co., 
Ltd.; clothes posts, railings, balcony =r 
rails, Light Steelwork, Ltd.; flat roofs Floor 
and asphalt tanking, William Briggs 
and Sons, Ltd. 

Cork and Accotile flooring, Arm- 
strong Cork Co., Ltd.; joinery fitments 
(including main kitchen), Built-in-Fix- 
tures, Ltd.; kitchen fitments, generally, 
E. and H. Grace, Ltd.; staircase balus- 
trading, H. and C. Davis and Co., Ltd.; 
wall and floor tiling, Camden Tile and 
Mosaic Co., Ltd.; block flooring in 
communal rooms, Horsley Smith and —_ 

Co., Ltd.; sliding and folding doors, aca hehe VOUS OLD 
Esavian, Ltd. ; door furniture, Nettle- WALL Apodttar hbase ae 
fold and Moser, Ltd.; landscaping, John 

Waterer, Sons and Crisp, Ltd. 
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Ground Floor Plan 
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Ground- and first-floor plans of young people's hostel. 
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News of the Week 


GREEN BELTS 


HE Town and Country Planning Asso- 
ciation have welcomed the directive 
(reported on page 274) by Mr. Duncan 
Sandys, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, to local authorities request- 
ing them to submit definite proposals for 
the creation of green belts for the pur- 
pose of checking the unrestricted sprawl 
of large towns, 

The Association has set up a special 
“Green Belts * committee in response to 
a request by Mr. Sandys for their co- 
operation in tackling the problem of 
green belts for towns made at the 
Association’s annual general meeting last 
May. In due course the Association will 
make recommendations to the Minister 
on the subject. 

The following members of the Associa- 
tion constitute the new committee: 
Chairman, F. J. Osborn; Hon. Secre‘ary, 
A. E. Telling; Sir Harold Bellman; B. J. 
Collins; Sir Walter Gurney; J. G. Jeffer- 
son; J. W. Laing; P. W. Macfarlane; R. 
Nicholas; Sir George Pepler; Peter Stock; 
T. F. Thomson; and R. H. Whitehorn. 


AN EARLY CONTRACT 


A HOUSE-BUILDING CONTRACT dated 
1472 has just been discovered by the 
Director of the London Master Builders’ 
Association. It is for the building of a 
house in Bristol, to be completed in four 
months for the sum of £6 13s. 4d. 

In his director’s letter for August, to be 
circulated to members this week, the 
director, Mr. G. H. A. Hughes, writes: 

“The authorities who deal with 
archives in Bristol are keenly interested 
in it. They say it is the earliest form of 
contract they have met for the construc- 
tion of a complete house, for at that time 
such work was usually let to different 
master craftsmen, a practice which gener- 
ally continued until the days of the great 
Thomas Cubitt. From the contract itself 
it will be seen that even at that date 
arrangements were made for payments 
on account as the work proceeded, and 
apparently the builder gave credit for old 
materials.” The agreement, excellently 
preserved, is between Alice Chester, 





A) 


MR. G. H. A. Hughes, Director, LMBA, 
seen examining a building contract dated 
1472 that has been discovered among his 
family records (see news paragraph). 
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widow of Henry Chester, draper, and 
Stephen Morgan, carpenter. 

One or more even older English con- 
tracts have, however, survived. Mr. L. F. 
Salzman, in A Documentary History of 
Building in England down to 1540, gives 
a photograph of a contract—or “a crude 
draft for a contract "—dated 1436 for the 
building of a house in St. Pancras-street. 
Winchester, between “the Wardeyn of 
the Newe College of Winchester” and 
“John Berewik of Romesey Carpenter.” 

Mr. Hughes’s discovery is now at the 
headquarters of the LMBA, 47, Bedford- 
square, WCI, where it may be seen. 


ARCHITECTURAL STAFF 


THE serious effect which the shortage 
of suitably qualified technical staff is 
having on development schemes in the 
borough, is stressed in a report submitted 
by the engineer and surveyor to Leyton 
housing and town planning committee. 

The report points out the necessity of 
employing additional qualified architects 
and of appointing consulting architects. 
Two vacancies for architectural assist- 
ants have been advertised on three recent 
occasions at salary grade APT II with- 
out response. 

The housing and town planning com- 
mi:tee have strongly urged the establish- 
ment committee to raise the grading for 
these two posts to APT IV in an 
endeavour to obtain suitable applicants. 


SCULPTURE EXHIBITION 

AFTER an interval of nearly three years 
the Institute of Contemporary Arts have 
arranged a sculpture exhibition at their 
Dover-street gallery. It was opened 
yesterday (Thursday) by Miss Jane Drew, 
FRIBA, and will run until September 3. 

During the past three years a number 
of new artists have appeared. Some have 
held one-man shows, such as Robert 
Clatworthy, Hubert Dalwood, Elizabeth 
Frink, and Peter King; and others, such 
as Ralph Brown, first attracted attention 
at the Young Contemporaries annual 
exhibition. Showing for the first time 
are Anthony Caro, Philip Hartas, 
Michael Pine, Anne Severs, and Austin 
Wright. However, though the artists are 
at different points in their early careers, 
a pattern seems to be perceptible. 

In addition to the new sculptors, the 
ICA is showing work by three “ Painter- 
sculptors °—William Scott, Jack Smith 
and Peter Potworowski. 


MODULAR BUILDINGS 

MEMBERS of the Modular Society have 
been invited by Shell-Mex and BP, Ltd., 
to visit two new petrol-filling stations 
which embody a new design evolved by 
the company’s architectural section. 

They are the Alexander Engineering 
Co.’s premises at Bicester-road, Ayles- 
bury, and the Reading Service Station 
at Oxford-road, Reading. The former 
station is in course of construction and 
the latter is completed and was illus- 
trated in The Builder of July 15, 1955. 
The design employs a four-in. module 
and a 4: 40in. planning grid. 

Mr. D. A. Birchett, ARIBA, is the 
company’s architect and the executive 
architects to both contracts were Messrs. 
Wallis Gilbert & Partners. 
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SALARIED ARCHITECTS 
RIBA Committee of Review 


(PHE RIBA COUNCIL, at its meetin 

on July 5, agreed to set up a yes 
mittee, on which various spheres of o¢cy. 
pation would be represented, to give 
consideration to comments an 
suggestions made by salaried members at 
the RIBA Annual Meeting. 

This committee has now been appoin. 
ted and has elected the following officers: 
Chairman, Mr. Richard H. Sheppard 
FRIBA; Vice-chairman, Mr. F, G 
Southgate, ARIBA; Hon. Secretary, Mr. 
J. C. Barker, ARIBA. 

The first task of this committee is to 
review urgently the work so far done on 
tne question of machinery for the repre. 
sentation of salaried members, and to 
make recommendations to the Council as 
to the immediate action to be taken jn 
the light of the resolution passed at the 
annual general meeting. 

As a second and longer term task the 
committee are charged with considering 
the advisability of an extended investi. 
gation into the structure of the profession, 
the total income of the profession in re- 
lation to the scale of salaries that might 
be afforded, and the grading of architec. 
tural appointments in relation to age, 
experience and responsibilities, and to 
suggest to the Council, if thought practi- 
cable, a programme of work in connec. 
tion with such an investigation. 

The next meeting of the committee will 
be held in September when some of those 
who spoke at the annual general meeting 
will be invited to outline what construc 
tive suggestions they had in mind. 

The composition of the committee, as 
nominated by the Council, is as follows: 

Principals in Private Practice: London, 
Richard Sheppard (F); Provinces, G. Grenfell 
Baines (A) (Preston); Large Practice, Sir 
Thomas Bennett (F). 

Official Architects: Central Government, 
S. A. W. Johnson-Marshall (A); County, 
D. E. E. Gibson (A); Borough, F. G. South- 
gate (A). 

Assistants in Private Practice: Provinces, 
F, W. Gregory (A) (Birmingham); London, 
or Home Counties, John Lincoin (A) and 
Miss Nadine Beddington (A). 

Assistants in Government Service: Central 
Government, W. S. Frost (A) (Min. of 
Works;) County, W. D. Lacey (A) (Herts): 
City or Borough, J. C. Barker (A) (Coventry) 

Teacher: F. E. Green (A). (Hove): Princi- 
pal in charge of Architectural Dept. of lr 
dustrial Organisation: Stuart Bentley (F) 
(Birmingham); Representative of the Pro 
fession in Scotland: A, G. Jury (F) (Glas- 
gow). 


FROM “ THE BUILDER” OF 1855 
Saturday, August 11, 1855 


ROYAL POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTION.—A 
bar of the metal aluminium has been 
presented to this active institution, by the 
Emperor of the French, at the request ot 
Mr. Pepper, the able manager, who has 
been lecturing on the subject to interested 
audiences. The bar, we believe, may be 
seen by any one who visits the Polytech- 
nic. There appear to be still doubts as 
to the possibility of its cheap production. 
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CENTRAL LAND BOARD A Goldfields New Town, South Africa 
'ECTS Payments in 1954/55 


eview que Report of the Central Land Board By Wm. O. Backhouse 
for the year ended March 31 last 


its $8 2 jor in- : , P ; ° ‘ “ee 
uD meeting (HMSO, price 9d.), states that the major in- 7), planner of Welkom in the Orange Free State describes in this article the principles 
P a com. cident of the year was the passing of the 


es Of occy. Town and Country Planning Act, 1954, and 0” which the new town has been laid out and already to a large extent developed. The 
d. 0 give ihe corresponding Scottish Act, which both article first appeared in ‘* Town and Country Planning,” and is here reprinted by permission 


Ms and 2rati January 1, 1955 
4me into operation On January |, 23. he ‘ a . 

nembers at Thode Acts completed the work of giving of the Editor and the author. 

seo eel afect to the proposals in the White Paper 

“Tl APpoin- FF icmd.8699) of November 18, 1952, for AFTER many years of diamond drill- miles away, and the only water available 


t 12 1955 


i ocieees: amendment of the 1947 Acts, and placed “™ jng in the Orange Free State Pro- was from a few farm boreholes, many 
‘ Pad ypon the Board the duty, amongst others, yince of South Africa, gold-bearing reefs of which gave non-potable water. 
kg of paying compensation for certain past were found at depths from 2,000 ft. to In 1946 I was invited by Sir Ernest 


Clary, Mr, events which involved property owners in over 5,000 ft. below ground level. The Oppenheimer, chairman of the Anglo- 
joss of development rights. The Board has gold was in payable quantities and some American Corporation of South Africa 


ne 'S 0 J as0 to continue the task of collecting of the reefs were rich in it. The area Ltd., to undertake the design of a new 
the bs On F development charge incurred before Novem- was veld and partly agricultural; it was town, Welkom, to house the workpeople 
= Tepe Bier 18, 1952, and still outstanding. 50 miles from the railhead and the and the incidental population for six new 
s, and to By the end of the financial year—that is, nearest town, the roads were only earth goldmines. His instructions were that 


ehcies aS fi, the first three months’ operation of the farm roads, the electric generating the town should be developed on the 
Peper new Acts—the Board had issued 136,500 stations, coal deposits and coal were 150 most modern principles of good town 
te forms the potential applicants for payment 
under Part I of the Acts and had received 


n task the nearly 50,000 formal applications. On the 



























































toe utter, payments to a total of £8,125,170 ERE i : i i i 
rofession (principal) had been determined in 10,281 
cen fi mi cases and payments actually made amounted 
hat might to £5,926,083 (principal) in 7,913 cases. = WELKOM in 
f architec. Gross interest at 3} per cent. per annum 
n to age from July 1, 1948, amounting to £1,384,681 
<3 ’ — was paid in addition, making a total of i 4 
ead 1B 7310,764. 2 ae J 
m ph sie The analysis of the payments is: 7 
q Amount 
: including 
nittee will ees interest & rg ‘ _ 
e of those 1.On account of development pia ‘ —— 
ul meeting ff} charge paid... 5,261 1,394,007 po 
construc ; ae, se 2,649 5,890,881 | “ 
ind. 3. On account of private sales of y | 
Mittee, as land 3 sath es ; 
; follows: Totals .. 7.913 £7.310.764 
London, Ten appeals were made to the Lands Tri- a ahem iid 
i. Grenfell bunal by March 31, 1955, of which three were Native Township 
‘ 3 . a “4 
actice, Sir withdrawn. None of the other seven was Native 
heard by the end of the financial year 
veoveneua Under the 1947 Acts, the Board continued , 
: County. to assess and determine development values ; 
G. South- where claims for depreciation of values had B 5 
been lodged by June 30, 1949. During the 
ore & they issued determinations in 4,727 
: caine cases bringing the total determined to * 
| on 804,710. Of these, 803,981 had become final, a 
Paes being within one-half of one per cent. of the 
total number to be issued. After excluding 
p: Central J those in which there was no development 
(Min. of value and the small claims, the valuable a 
.) (Herts); claims up to March 31 numbered 438,953, 
~oventry) and the aggregate of the development values 
e): Princi- determined was £365,240,922. J 
pt. of In- Another duty remaining under the 1947 % zi 
‘ntley (F) Acts, the collection of development charge 
the Pro- on development begun before November 18, 
(F) (Glas- 1952, continued during the year. The President Brand GM. Co.Ltd 
amount of charge received in cash or set off 7 \ rl 
against claims during the year was £1,745,512 \ as 
OF 1855 in 1,719 cases, i QL rpg 
7 The gross total of development charges i TRG pepe 
; wih collected in cash or set off against claims = j acl pokenscions a 
TION.—! under the 1947 Act up to March 31, 1955, i NOTATION 
1as been was £25,742.821] \ TOWNSHIP AREA. gum CIVIC CLUQING OFFICES CHURCHES ca 
n, by the 7 fy barre 220° mmm SHOPS a wa onus =m 
quest of BOOK RECEIVED ‘ Bema mee gg 
who has LaxTON’s BUILDERS’ PRICE Book, 1955. a Sceciae Fesvenmss} er secur acini c= AIC AL RESIOENTIALETED Hz 
nteresie® | Edited and revised by P. T. Walters, FRICS. [2] ae -- S  Renwenee cues ere Cm 
may be (London: Kelly’s Directoriec i * 
volytect don: Kelly’s Directories, Ltd.) Price TTI 7 t 7 7 7 ; 7 
oubts as 
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planning, and as an example for South 
Africa and possibly the world in scientific 
town development. 


PRINCIPLES OF THE PLAN 


The site of the town was purchased 
and vested in a non-profit company, so 
that all the profits from the sale of 
sites or “stands” should be utilised to 
provide amenities for the inhabitants. 
Economics were a major consideration 
because the development of the town was 
based upon the gold-mining industry 
which had to reconcile a post-war cost 
structure with a pre-war price for its 
primary product, gold. Factors which 
governed the design included: the loca- 
tion of the six surrounding goldmines ; 
the necessity of providing a town centre 
which will always possess good amenities 
without congestion and with easy and 
safe traffic flow; logical and scientific 
road and street patterns; the siting of 
the industrial township to provide easy 
access from the residential areas for both 
European and non-European workers in 
such a way that smoke and fumes are 
blown away from those residential areas; 
the desire to bring open spaces to the 
people; and methods designed to reduce 
vulnerability. 


In one respect the planning of 
Welkom had an advantage over many 
towns, in that a very reasonable estimate 
could be made of the ultimate possible 
population. Based upon the requirements 
of the goldmines there will be a work- 
ing and incidental population of 50,000 
Europeans and an equal number of non- 
Europeans. The town centre is planned 
to accommodate a town and regional 
population of 80,000 Europeans and the 
same number of non-Europeans. 


WIDE ROADS FOR TRAFFIC 


The street pattern is designed to pro- 
vide a fluid traffic flow without restrictive 
controls. Traffic is directed into channels 
in such a way that the controls are not 
obvious and traffic signals or stop streets 
will not be necessary. (Repressive and 
restrictive controls cause a negative psy- 
chology and also cause frustration which 
is possibly one of the greatest factors in 
road accidents.) 


The road system is divided into major 
traffic roads 220 ft. wide, traffic-collect- 
ing roads 140 and 120 ft. wide, and resi- 
dential streets 60, 50 and 44 ft. wide. The 
designed speed on the 220, 140 and 120 ft. 
roads is 45 m.p.h. with safety; they pro- 
vide for segregated carriageways with 
median strips varying from 26 to 50 ft. 
wide for the various types of traffic which 
will use the roads. 


Depending upon the designed traffic 
flows, intersections are either rotary sys- 
tems or flared filtering bays. At rotary 
systems the designed rotary speed is 
25 m.p.h., and weaving distances are of 
100 ft. on rotary intersections where the 
traffic will be mainly private cars, and 
150 ft. where heavy vehicles are provided 
for. Where residential or other minor 
streets intersect with a major road or 
traffic-collecting road the intersection is 
a flared filtering bay. Traffic entering a 
road of higher classification has to give 
way to traffic on that road. Cycle tracks 
are designed in the major and traffic-col- 
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DIAGRAM 


SHEWING NEIGHBOURHOOD UNITS IN RELATION 
TO TOWN CENTRE, RADIAL & RING TRAFFIC 
COLLECTING STREETS & RADIAL PARK WEDGES 
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jeting roads and in the open space 
wedges. No parking is permitted on the 
carriageways, but adjacent to the traffic 
janes ample provision is made for park- 
ing on the verges. 


SHOPS, OFFICES AND FLATS 
SEPARATED 


Surveys have shown that there is little 
relationship between the traffic to shops 
and to offices and that the mixing of 
unrelated traffic causes congestion. That 
is one Of the reasons why, in the design 
of Welkom, I have separated the shop- 
ping centre from the civic and larger 
office centres. Also it is undesirable, from 
the health, amenity, and traffic stand- 
points, to mix flats with shops and offices. 
In Welkom no flats at all are permitted 
in the shopping or civic centres. 

The design of Welkom town centre 
consists of an Il-acre park on the south 
side of the main east-west highway (State- 
way) around which is a 140 ft. wide traffic 
storage street (Mooi-street) on which face 
the main shops. Another 140 ft. road 
(Bok-street) is sited on the outer side of 
the horseshoe-shaped shopping blocks; 
this is a formal design. This road is a 
road for traffic (including buses) to the 
shopping centre. The intersections be- 
tween Bok-street and State-way are de- 
signed to encourage fluid traffic flow, 
while those between Mooi-street and 
State-way are only designed to permit 
traffic turning west on to State-way. 


SITE COVERAGE AND 
PARKING SPACE 


My recommendation for the shopping 
block was a depth of 200 ft. and a 
maximum coverage of 40 per cent. Owing 
to pressure 1 reduced it to a block depth 
of 120 ft. and permitted 66 per cent. 
coverage on inner lots and 75 per cent. 
on corner lots. This has diminished the 
amount of on-site parking considerably. 
Provision is made in the shopping centre 
for 1,350 vehicles to be parked on the 
streets and a further 200 can be accom- 
modated on the lots. Loading and off- 
loading of merchandise takes place in 
mid-block loading lanes which are 50 ft. 
wide. 

The permitted height of buildings in 
the shopping centre varies from two to 
five storeys with an average of three 
storeys. Surrounding the formal shopping 
area are informal pedestrian shopping 
groups, each having its own parking 
place and pavements at least 25 ft. wide. 
In these informal shopping areas the 
height of buildings is limited to one and 
two storeys. designed to give harmony of 
grouping, and parking in the ratio of one 
parking place to every 200 sq. ft. of floor 
area is provided. (In South Africa the 
ratio of motor vehicles to the European 
Population is 1 : 3.8; Welkom is planned 
on the basis of an ultimate 1:3.) Shop- 
ping in Welkom is designed to be a very 
Pleasant part of the life of the town. 

Hotel and theatre sites, each at least 
two acres in area, are designed adjacent 
to the shopping area. The building line 
for hotels and theatres is set back 50 ft. 
and hotels have to provide on-site park- 
ing in the ratio of one parking place for 
every living-room or suite of rooms, plus 
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Thabong, the native township, is completely self-contained. This photograph shows 
the mines’ native hospital. Architects: F. Lorne, FRIBA, and K. S. Birch, ARIBA. 


a sufficient number for the bar and 
lounge trade. Parking provision for the 
theatres is one place for every six seats. 


MAIN CENTRE AND 
NEIGHBOURHOODS 


North of State-way and opposite the 
shopping centre is the civic centre, in 
which are the municipal and Govern- 
ment buildings, the banks and the larger 
office blocks, and sites for a library and 
museum. The buildings are designed 
around another horseshoe park and are 
limited to three storeys and 50 per cent. 
coverage. Parking for one vehicle to 
every 200 sq. ft. of floor area is provided. 
Strict control is exercised over the 
materials, design and siting of all build- 
ings in the civic centre and shopping 
areas. 

The neighbourhood (or super-block) 
units are generally designed on the basis 
of an enclosed area for 450 or 900 fami- 


lies. These are the units for one or two 
primary schpols. The general pattern is 
that of wide traffic-collecting roads 


radiating towards the mines and indus- 
trial area from the civic centre; midway 
between the radial roads are park wedges. 
Each super-block is surrounded by traffic- 
collecting roads. 

The residential streets lead from the 
traffic-collecting roads to the.central open 


space wedges as looped roads or culs-de- 
sac. In general, these run east-west in 
direction to give a northerly orientation 
to the dwellings. Schools and play- 
grounds are sited adjacent to the open 
space wedges so that school-children and 
pedestrians do not have to travel along 
traffic roads. Cycle tracks are also pro- 
vided in the open space wedges and pro- 
vision is made for ultimate underpasses 
to cross traffic roads. 


HOUSE TYPES AND DENSITY 


In South Africa every European house 
has its native servants’ quarters and its 
garage, thus requiring a large site. The 
minimum site permitted in Welkom is 
one-fifth of an acre with a street frontage 
of 70 ft. The maximum gross density is 
two and a half houses an acre. Sites for 
flats are at least two acres each and the 
maximum density permitted is 80 persons 
an acre. The minimum floor area of the 
houses (excluding outbuildings) is 1,500 
sq. ft. The present cost of construction 
is £2,200, and they are let to the em- 
ployees of the mining groups at an in- 
clusive rental of £5 per month. 


Thabong, the native township, means 
“place of joy” and is designed to give a 
pleasant full town life to the town’s 
natives and their families. Like the Euro- 
pean township, it is designed on the park 





Hostel for single men. Architects: F. Lorne, FRIBA, and K. S. Birch, ARIBA. 
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European mineworkers’ cottage at Welkom. This is the smallest type (floor area 
1,500 sq. ft.) and is let at an inclusive rental of £5 per month. Architect: K. S. 
Birch, ARIBA. 


wedge system. The single family house 
plots are 40 by 70 ft. each and have a 
density of eight houses per acre; the 
rental is £2 10s. per month. 


A large sports area is provided to in- 
clude playing-fields, open-air theatres, 
children’s playgrounds, and all recrea- 
tional facilities. Also the open space 
wedges provide desirable amenities for 
children and adults. The schools are 
located in these wedges. 


Thabong is a complete township with 
its own shopping centre, community 
centres, administration buildings, hospi- 
tal, etc. With the adaptation of the 
native to urban life a large measure of 
control will be given to him in the ad- 
ministration of his township and all the 
shops will be native controlled. 


PLAN FOR INDUSTRY 


The industrial township is sited so that 
smoke and fumes are blown away from 
the town. It is divided into sections for 
wet and dry industries and these are fur- 


ther divided into sections for food and 
other industries. A motor town is planned 
as part of the dry industrial section. To 
avoid level crossings the industrial de- 
velopment roads are culs-de-sac from the 
outside of the township, and the railway 
spurs are culs-de-sac from the centre. 


Reduction of vulnerability has been a 
major consideration in the planning of 
Welkom. Now that it is a uranium-pro- 
ducing centre it may be a strategic target 
in time of war. 


Owing to the reluctance of controlling 
authorities, to whom such an enterprise 
as Welkom is entirely new, some of the 
most desirable features in the design have 
been modified or excluded. 


Nevertheless, it can certainly be 
claimed that Welkom is one of the 
world’s contributions to the development 
of new towns. ? 


Although Welkom was only com- 
menced in 1946, it now has a population 
of 24,000 Europeans, and about the same 
number of natives living in houses. 





Married quarters in non-European township of Thabong. Architect: K. S. Birch, 
ARIBA. 
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ESTABLISHMENT 
OF GREEN BELTS 


New Ministry Circular 


JhOLLOWING his statement in the House 

of Commons on April 26 tha 
he intended to call for the creation of 
clearly defined green belts in order to pre- 
vent further unrestricted building develop. 
ment around large urban areas, Mr. Duncan 
Sandys, Minister of Housing and Local 
Government, has sent a circular (No. 42/55) 
to local planning authorities in England and 
Wales drawing their attention to the jm. 
portance of checking the unrestricted spraw] 
of the built-up areas, and of safeguarding the 
surrounding countryside against further ep. 
croachment. 

The Minister is satisfied, states the circy- 
lar, that the only really effective way ty 
achieve this object is by the formal designa- 
tion of clearly defined green belts around 
the areas concerned. 

The Minister accordingly recommends 
planning authorities to consider establishing 
a green belt wherever this is desirable. 

(a) to check the further growth of 
large built-up area; 

(b) to prevent neighbouring towns from 
merging into one another; or 

(c) to preserve the special character of 

a town. 

Wherever practicable, the circular con- 
tinues, a green belt should be several miles 
wide, so as to ensure an appreciable rural 
zone all round the built-up area concerned, 

Inside a green belt, approval should not be 
given, except in special circumstances, for 
the construction of new buildings or for the 
change of use of existing buildings for pur- 
poses other than agriculture, sport, ceme- 
teries, institutions standing in extensive 
grounds, or other appropriate rural uses. 

Apart from a strictly limited amount of 
“infilling” or ‘‘rounding off” (within 
boundaries to be defined in town maps) exist- 
ing towns and villages inside a green belt 
should not ‘be allowed to expand further. 
Even within the urban areas thus defined, 
every effort should be made to prevent any 
further building for industrial or commercial 
purposes; since this, if allowed, would lead 
to a demand for more Jabour, which in turn 
would create a need for the development of 
additional land for housing. 

A planning authority which wishes to es- 
tablish a green belt in its area should, after 
consulting any neighbouring planning 
authority affected, submit to the Minister as 
soon as possible, a sketch plan indicating the 
approximate boundaries of the proposed belt, 

The circular suggests that, before officially 
submitting their plans, authorities may find it 
helpful to discuss them informally with the 
Ministry regionally or in Whitehall. 

In due course, a detailed survey will be 
needed to define precisely the inner and 
outer boundaries of the green belt, as well as 
the boundaries of towns and villages within 
it. Thereafter, these particulars will be 
incorporated as amendments in the plan. 

The circular adds that this procedure may 
take some time to complete. Meanwhile, it 

is desirable to prevent any further deteriora- 
tion in the position. The Minister, therefore, 
asks that, where a planning authority has 
submitted a sketch plan for a green belt, it 
should forthwith apply provisionally. 
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NFBTO 


Decisions of ,Annual Conference 


qe National Federation of Building 

Trades Operatives have published the 
jcisions taken at their 38th annual confer- 
ae, held at Bournemouth from June 21 
i) 24 last. Among the decisions taken were 
the following :— 

Incentives Agreement (Payment-by- 
Results)—That in view of the need to sup- 
ply information and guidance to district 
ficials and stewards when negotiating 
ghemes of payment-by-results, this Confer- 
ence instructs the executive committee to 
amine and report upon the financial and 
organisational requirements involved in| a 
gecial Federation service dealing with 
yonus payments and allied problems. 


Building Materials (Shortage).—This Con- 

ference, recalling its resolution of two years 
ago deploring the serious shortage of 
materials at that time and calling for long- 
tem planning by the Government to remedy 
such continual and recurrent shortages, 
notes with dismay that serious shortages, 
notably of steel, are once more threatening 
the production and cost of building owing 
to the refusal to introduce such pianning 
into the supply of materials in the industry. 
The effects of such shortages in the indus- 
try now that licences have been removed 
are bound to result in increased costs and 
in the flow of labour and materials to those 
sectors which have the greatest financial re- 
sources, rather than those of the greatest 
need. 
This Conference deeply resents the way in 
which the industry is left to the mercy of 
these recurrent crises of supply with their 
attendant frustration to both operatives and 
technicians, increase of building costs and 
delay in providing the essential buildings 
$0 seriously needed in the country. It 
demands that the Government realise that 
the efficiency and economy of the industry 
above all depend on the steady planned and 
increasing flow of materials at reasonable 
cost, and proceed without further delay to 
introduce the measures necessary to bring 
this about. 





Five-Day Week.—This Conference agrees 
that when the proposals for alterations to 
National Working Rules for 1956-57 are 
being submitted to the employers, a pro- 
posal calling for an “‘ Eight Hour Day—Five 
Day Week—Without Loss of Earnings "— 
be included in the submissions. 


Nationalisation of the Building Industry. 
—That this Conference whilst being aware 
of the statements already prepared and 
issued by the Federation on the question of 
public ownership of the building industry 
Tegrets that these have not been followed up 
by further propaganda efforts. It under- 





I 








stands that the Labour Party executive com- 
mittee has been making an examination of 
the industry, but there is no evidence that 
any conclusions have so far been reached. 
Conference feels that the executive com- 
mittee of the Federation should immediately 
seek the co-operation of all the affiliated 
organisations with a view to hastening a 
completion of the Labour Party’s examina- 
tion and the drafting of appropriate legisla- 
tion. Simultaneously, the Federation should 
be instrumental in promoting amongst 
employees in the building industry and the 
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public in general a fuller knowledge of the 
ways in which the community as a whole 
can benefit from the public ownership of 
the building industry. 

Conference further agrees that for effective 
public ownership of the building industry the 
building materials industry must be 
nationalised. Compensation (if any) to be 
paid after all other charges on the industry 
have been met. 


HOLIDAYS WITH PAY 


Annual Holidays Scheme (Clause 4).— 
That this Conference requests the executive 
committee to make every effort to get the 
holidays-with-pay annual holiday agreement 
amended to prevent public holidays being 
absorbed in annual holidays, with a view 
to ensuring that a minimum of six public 
holidays and a fortnight’s annual holiday 
shall be the entitlement of every building 
trade operative. 

Consecutive Weeks.—That this Confer- 
ence reaffirms the view that the fortnight’s 
annual holiday should be taken in the sum- 
mer period and accordingly instructs the 
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executive committee to continue their efforts 
to bring this into effect. 

Direct Claims—That this Conference 
agrees and directs the executive committee 
of the NFBTO to proceed to find agreement 
with the Holidays-with-Pay Management 
Company—that trade unions have the same 
facilities as employers in the industry in sub- 
mitting annual holiday-with-pay cards for 
payment. 

The facility to extend only to operatives 
at the holiday period who are unemployed, 
incapacitated, working outside the industry, 
or operatives who through age or incapacita- 
tion retire from the industry, but otherwise 
qualify. 


The London Regional Council of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Operatives have published copies of the 
London Working Rules, incorporating 
amendments up to and including July 4, as 
approved by the National Joint Council and 
the Regional Joint Committee for the 
Building Industry. Copies (price 6d.) from 
the NFBTO, 11, Weymouth-street, W1. 





DEMARCATION DISPUTES 


[From a Labour Correspondent] 


MTHE recent crop of disputes between 

trades on questions of demarcation 
has caused concern in many quarters and 
has actually resulted in a number of 
stoppages. From an employer’s stand- 
point such stoppages are particularly 
frustrating because they do not usually 
arise from his own actions; his labour 
relations policy may be progressive and 
intelligent and his workpeople normally 
loyal and diligent, but, notwithstanding, 
a strike may take place at an important 
stage of a contract over which he has 
no control and for which he bears no 
responsibility. 

The trouble over metal windows 
between the plumbers and the joiners is 
an example of inter-union quarrels which 
—although there are others—might well 
be examined to see what lies behind. 
Some specialist firms have developed 
over the years teams of operatives who, 
whatever they may have been when they 
started, have become experts at the fit- 
ting and fixing of metal windows. Just 
as their employers are specialists, so are 
they ; indeed, one of the advantages from 
an architect’s point of view of such sub- 
contracting is that expertise of this kind 
brings higher reliability and economy. 
Add to this the fact that the firms con- 
cerned manufacture their own products, 
and we have yet another compelling 
reason for efficiency. 


A NEW KIND OF CRAFTSMAN 


So far so good, but there emerges the 
fact that, in the case we are considering, 
a new kind of craftsman has been intro- 
duced to the industry for which there is 
no precise trade union and whose wages 
and conditions are not subject to the 
authority of the National Joint Council. 

In the early stages of this development 
a place for the operatives concerned was 
offered inside the plumbing trades union 
(this organisation already had in mem- 
bership purely glazing specialists), and 
many accepted. 


Of late years the technique has grown 
apace; metal windows have -become 
larger and more complicated until to-day 
many designs for factories, power 
stations and other structures are little less 
than curtain walling. Thus, with its 
growing importance, the metal window 
industry impinges on the susceptibilities 
of the older trades. The Amalgamated 
Society of | Woodworkers became 
alarmed; they argued that the work 
involved entailed the use of many of the 
tools used by carpenters and joiners and, 
in any case, their members had tradition- 
ally fixed all window frames, whether 
wood or metal. If wood was to be 
replaced by metal, well and good, they 
wouldn’t object; but they would not stand 
by and see their members filched of part 
of their work by the introduction of a 
new trade. They resolved that a stand 
must be made. “Who knows,” they 
said, “whether other and more far- 
reaching changes in technique and 
design may shortly follow. If we do not 
fight now we are allowing a principle to 
be established.” 


RIGHT ON BOTH SIDES 


It will be seen that we have here all 
the makings of one of the worst kind of 
differences between human beings: that 
in which right is on both sides. However, 
on an objective view, one fact emerges 
which is to the credit of both contestants. 
Neither are resisting change of material 
and techniques as such. This, of course, 
is in conformity with the broad policy of 
the building unions. They even welcome 
new machinery and changing design, with 
the one proviso that the existing crafts 
in the industry shall perform the work at 
the standard rates and conditions. 

The ASW saw they were going to lose 
members on the metal window issue—not 
many, it is true, but enough to establish 
a precedent. The PTU felt that, as they 
were first in the field and had negotiated 
with the manufacturers, the larger union 
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were being oppressive and unnecessarily 
touchy on a matter which could not 
seriously affect a total membership 
approaching 200,000 carpenters and 
joiners. Thus the battle commenced. 
Firm instructions were issued to district 
officials, and the joiners withdrew their 
labour on a number of key jobs. There 
ensued a series of abortive disputes com- 
missions under the “‘ Green Book ” pro- 
cedure, and a series of meetings between 
the two executive committees which for 
a while were equally non-productive. 
Neither the NFBTE nor the NFBTO 
were in a position to adjudicate’ with 
enforcing authority; their constitutions 
do not permit such control over their 
affiliates. Similarly, the NJC itself is not 
constructed to handle disputes of this 
kind. 


INDUSTRIAL CANNIBALISM 


Paradoxically, not a few minds among 
the leaders of the unions are acutely 
aware that industrial cannibalism is a 
dangerous practice and brings benefit to 
no one in the end. But no one seems to 
possess the superhuman strength to resist 
the tide of steeled opinion where the 
crucial question of power is at stake. The 
employers’ organisations have also had 
experience in this direction—some of 
them most chastening. One can only 
wait for the well-judged moment to offer 
a conciliatory word. 


Fortunately, one understands, _ this 
moment seems to have arrived, and an 
early settlement is expected. 


_The ice above the water gave little in- 
dication of the depth of the issues in this 
problem. But to drive deeper still, the 
initial responsibility must lie with the 
designer. It is he who decides whether 
this or that material shall be used, and 
with the penchant of the architect for 
nominated sub-contractors, he also 
decides to a considerable degree who 
shall carry out the work. We have 
reached a position where name boards 
on some sites read like a trade directory, 
and 40 different firms working on the 
same building has become common. 

These early decisions are arrived at 
before the main contractor has even ten- 
dered, and certainly before the first 
operative on the site has taken a tool 
from his bag. The practical men who 
supervise and perform the actual work 
are apparently left out of consideration 
until they are actually required. It is time 
that designers, and those with the duty 
of placing contracts, understood the 
organisational structure of the industry 
from which they earn their fees. They 
should at least consult with the extremely 
experienced leaders of the National Joint 
Council where new techniques or 
materials are contemplated. 


There is reason to believe that had this 
been done years ago with metal windows 
the recent unfortunate disputes would 
never have occurred. A lofty indiffer- 
ence to the operatives is all very well on 
a drawing-board, where probably, pre- 
sumably, considerations of aesthetic 
values and artistic brilliance predomin- 
ate, but when it comes to economics and 
livelihoods no designer has any right— 
moral or otherwise—to determine what 
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shall happen to men, their work, and 
their organisations. 

In an industry beset with many con- 
flicting loyalties and the struggles atten- 
dant to free access of the entrepreneur, 
the NJC has stood for nearly 40 years as 
the one great stabilising factor. Indeed, 
it would not be too much to say that 
without its existence designers would find 
it impossible to advise their clients on 
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costs with any degree of confidence, 

Unless the great changes which are_ 
and will be—taking place are subjeciy 
to prior consultation and  discusgio, 
unquestionably there will be more 
“metal windows” incidents and tix 
NJC may suffer irreparable damage fro, 
the hands of the very people who stan 
most to gain from its continued autho. 
rity and development. 





QUANTITY SURVEYING IN THE MIDDLE EAST 
A QS Conference Paper 


SOME experiences of quantity survey- 
ing in the Middle East were described 
by Mr. JoHN H. Porter, FRICS, in a 
contribution to the fourth triennial con- 
ference of quantity surveying members 
of the Royal Institution of Chartered 
Surveyors, held in London on June 16. 
We take the following extracts from 
Mr. Porter’s paper : 
Iraq has had a recent accession to some 
considerable wealth from oil royalties. 
There is a serious and well-intentioned 
move on the part of the Iraq Government 
to see that this income should be spent 
to improve the country’s industrial poten- 
tial, including certain building and civil 
engineering schemes. 


BUILDING AT BAGHDAD 

Baghdad, the capital, has a flourishing 
and energetic building industry, and a 
few local contractors trained and ex- 
perienced in the modern idiom of steel- 
work and reinforced concrete and in the 
less modern idiom of terrazzo and marble 
—together with several European con- 
tractors of established reputation. 

No organised system of independent 
quantity surveying exists in Baghdad, and 
in the bills of quantities I prepared for 
use there, I made no special departures 
from the Standard Method of Measure- 
ment, apart from a few simplifications. 
The Bills were printed in English accord- 
ing to our own standards, allowing for 
local currency. Of course, Bills of Quan- 
tities are new to Baghdad contractors, 
but they seemed eager to take on the 
new system in order that they could 
compete for some of the industrial build- 
ings that are being erected in Baghdad. 

Persia on the other hand is a very large 
country which has considerable poverty. 
However, Abadan is modern in every 
way. 

It was in the later stages of the ex- 
pansion of Abadan and of similar settle- 
ments in the oilfield areas that I was 
responsible for preparing Bills of Quan- 
tities for the oil company which created 
these towns. The building programme 
was limited not by funds but by the size 
of the labour force and its lack of skill, 
and by a great scarcity of indigenous 
building materials. Very few organised 
contractors existed, therefore production 
was got by encouraging contractors to 
group themselves and hy supplying 
labour which had already been trained by 
the employer to perform modest building 
tasks. The organisation of the contract- 
ing force was undertaken by a British 
contractor acting in an advisory capa- 
city, and also supplying trained British 
foremen to supervise the contractors. 


es 


Each contractor supplied labour which he 
was responsible for recruiting and paying 
The employer supplied the contract 
with building materials and plant an¢ 
transport free of charge. 

The Bills of Quantities therefore haj 
to express in detailed measurement the 
“labour-only ” contract which existed 
between the building employer and the 
contractor; and also to list the simpk 
materials which could be bought locally, 
They also had to list the materials to 
be imported. This enabled the building 
owner to see what sum of money he had 
contracted to pay the contractor; and to 
order the foreign materials well in ad. 
vance and ship them to Persia. The Bill 
of Quantities were translated into Persian 
to demonstrate to the contractor that he 
was being treated fairly. 

The “labour-only ” Bill was priced a 
fixed rates agreed between the ring of 
contractors and the building owner. The 
local materials were priced at local 
market rates. The imported material 
were priced at their FOB rates and allov. 
ances were made in the Bills of Quantities 
for the cost of freight and insurance 
Thus from these Bills the total cost of 
the building to the building owner was 
ascertained and could be entered in its 
books of account. 

The method of measurement used for 
the “ labour-only ” contract bore no rela- 
tion whatever to the Standard Method 
of Measurement used in the UK. It was 
a severely simple and severely practical 
method of measurement using large com- 
prehensive descriptions and having no 
regard to the refinements of our Standard 
Method of Measurement. This was per- 
fectly sound, since many of the smaller 
labours were incapable of being costed 
and did not justify any time and labour 
being spent on measuring them. 

FABULOUS KUWAIT 

The expulsion of the oil company from 
Persia shifted the emphasis to Arabia 
My first experience of quantity surveying 
in Arabia was in the fabulous State 0! 





Kuwait. With the advent of a greatt! 
income from the much _ increased ol} 
business in Kuwait, the Sheikh’s advisers) 
persuaded him to embark on a full-scale} 
building development programme. 


The only practical way to launch the} 


building programme was to enter int! 
Prime Cost contracts with five larg} 


British contractors, and set up each wilh! 


his own building establishment in wht 
is virtually a desert. 
initial expense, Prime Cost contracting 
has proved unpopular with the Ruler an/ 
his advisers, and has certainly not beet 
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given the credit its achievements deserve. 

The tendency in the future will be for 
open competitive tenders to be invited, 

internationally if the size of the projects 
warrant it) therefore my quantity survey- 
‘a9 ig now taking the form of preparing 
pre-contract Bills of Quantities based on 
drawings and specifications for the pur- 

e of inviting tenders. I do not adhere 
io the Standard Method of Measurement 
but try to simplify the system of measure- 
ment, and also so far as possible to sim- 
plify the form of expression and des- 
cription. If a Bill of Quantities is 
translated into another language to enable 
a foreign estimator to price the items, 
some of our almost idiomatic words 
suffer the strangest mutilation. 

Another one of the difficulties of pre- 
paring Bills of Quantities for competitive 
tendering in a place like Kuwait is the 
fact that almost nothing is manufactured 
there. It is still impossible to produce 
a realistic contract period along with a 
tender unless so much foresight has been 
employed that things like structural steel- 
work, installations, and fittings have been 
designed, ordered, shipped and trans- 
ported to the site at the prescribed time 
when the contractor will need them. 


FORWARD PLANNING 


This forward planning means that the 
quantity surveyor has to take out 
measurements and give approximate 
quantities and advice over these items 
long before the drawings are complete, 
and long before he starts preparing his 
Bills. He also has to be sure that his 
Bills of Quantities list and describe the 
items which will be supplied by the em- 
ployer, and also that his Bills of Quan- 
tities state the obligations of both the 
employer and the contractor to each 
other over such items, leaving no doubt 
about the responsibilities of the two 
parties. 

Contracting and quantity surveying in 
Kuwait certainly cannot be described as 
an independent practice but rather as a 
collection of English consultants and pro- 
fessional men grouped together to give 
their advice to a client who does not 
necessarily quite understand what is hap- 
pening. Much could have been done, 
and a better bond created between 
the building owner and his consultants, 
if there had been a common language. 


CONDITIONS IN ADEN 


In Aden, there is an energetic building 
industry, with a likeable tendency on the 
part of the building owners to employ 
an architect and a quantity surveyor, 
rather than to embark upon _ building 
without either. Given this tendency, the 
system of letting contracts is much the 
same in principle in Aden as it is in this 
country. The limitations of the local 
market are the same in principle, but not 
in extent, as in Kuwait: namely, that 
any special items needed for a building 
are just as well to be designed and 
bought by the employer before a con- 
tractor is appointed. When this happens, 
the quantity surveyor enters at an early 
Stage with his approximate measure- 
ments, upon which the ordering of these 
materials and items is to be based. 
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HOUSING PROGRESS REPORTS 





ase 






Figures for the First Half of 1955 


HE Housing Progress Reports presented to Parliament as White Papers* by the Minister 
of Housing and Local Government and the Secretary of State for Scotland show that 
the number of permanent houses completed in Great Britain during June was 27,187, 


compared with 30,973 in June, 1954. 


In the first six months of 1955, 155,850 permanent houses were completed, compared with. 
167,695 in the same period of 1954. Detailed figures at the end of June were: 


PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS COMPLETED 
(including war-destroyed dwellings rebuilt) 














GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 
Post-war Post-war Completions 
total to Completions | Completions total to Completions in 1955 
June 30, in June in 1955 to June 30, in June to 
1955 June 30 1955 June 30 
Local authoritiest 1,573,619 16,501 99,646 1,354,674 13,186 84,697 
Private builders 418,648 9,891 50,044 403,270 9,455 48,473 
Housing associations 35,615 361 3,019 34,613 331 2,970 
Government departments 50,623 434 3,141 46,162 300 2,897 
Total... 2,078,505 27,187 155,850 1,838,719 23,272 139,037 























PERMANENT HOUSES AND FLATS UNDER CONSTRUCTION 
(including war-destroyed dwellings) 
































GREAT BRITAIN ENGLAND AND WALES 
Under Under Under Under Under Under 
construction | construction + construction | construction | construction | construction 
at at at at at at 

June 30, March 31, Dec. 31, June 30, March 31, Dec. 31, 

1955 1955 1954 1955 1955 1954 
Local authorities 186,778 179,181 202,311 154,608 147,078 168,698 
Private builders 88,940 78,801 75,753 86,090 75,978 72,827 
Housing associations 3,028 3,462 4,777 2,925 3,333 4,647 
Government departments 8,914 8,685 8,636 7,930 7,678 7,578 
Total... 287,660 270,129 291,477 251,553 234,067 253,750 





*Cmd. 9540 Housing Return for England and Wales, 


Post-free ls. 44d 


June 30, 1955. H.M. Stationery Office, price 1s. 3d. 


* Cmd. 9549 Housing Return for Scotland, June 30, 1955. H.M. Stationery Office, price 9d. Post-free 103d. 
+ In Scotland includes houses built or being built by Scottish Special Housing Association. 





HOUSE FOUNDATIONS OF STABILISED SOIL 


Stourport Experiment Approved 


AFTER experiments lasting all day, on 
< August 3, at Stourport Urban Council's 
Walshes Estate, Ministry of Housing and 
Local Government engineers approved the 
use of soil stabilisation processes for the 
foundations of new council houses and flats 
to be built in the town. Though the process 
is already widely used in road making, Stour- 
port is the first local authority in the world, 
it is stated, to sponsor the method for hous- 
ing purposes. Its inventor, Mr. H. J. 
Brooke-Bradley, claims that it will reduce 
building time spent on foundations by a half 
and costs by 40 per cent. 

Chemical treatment of the soil already on 
the site causes it to set as hard as concrete 
so that virtually the houses will have founda- 
tions made from the soil on which they stand. 
The need to take raw materials to the site 
is eliminated. The substance added to the 
soil to solidify it varies with the soil and in 
his experiments Mr. Brooke-Bradley has 
used materials as different as sodium alginate 
from seaweed, pectin, rubber latex, and oil 
from ground nut husks, and has conducted 
his research in many parts of the world. 

At Stourport, however, the treatment 
necessary demands only the common chemi- 
cal calcium chloride. Mr. Brooke-Bradley, 
who is a retired deputy surveyor to the Wor- 
cestershire County Council, returned from 
Germany, where he has been advising State 
engineers in Schleswig-Holstein, in order to 


attend the Ministry of Housing tests at Stour- 
port. Officials of the Ministry saw sample 
foundations resist pressures of 4,000 lb. per 
sq. ft. (twice the practical requirement), and 
as a result they authorised the next stage of 
the experiment. After foundations for 34 
dwellings have been laid to familiarise the 
contractors with the new method, two blocks 
each of 38 dwellings are to be laid, one by 
soil stabilisation and one with traditional 
concrete. Ministry surveyors are to watch 
every stage of construction and will compare 
costs. 


SAVINGS IN COSTS 


Mr. R. S. Colquhoun, a Ministry engineer, 
said after the tests on August 3, “ We are 
satisfied about the physics of the method, 
now we have to find out its economics.” It 
is expected that the answer to that question 
will be known by the end of September. Mr. 
Brooke-Bradley maintains that the adoption 
of his methods could save £168 on the cost 
of a semi-detached three-bedroomed house. 

Stourport Council debated the matter of the 
experiment at their meeting on the evening 
of August 3. Most members approved. The 
CLERK TO THE Councit (Mr. J. W. Moffitt) 
stated that the Ministry had intimated that 
if the experiment was successful it would 
authorise a further 110 houses. Criticising 
the scheme, Coun. R. G. Reapy said that the 
Council ought to move very slowly. 
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EMPLOYMENT OF PRIVATE 
ARCHITECTS 


Rugby Council's Decision 


UUGBY Town Council have considered 

the question of the extra work caused 

by various building schemes yet to be com- 

pleted on the Borough Surveyor’s Depart- 

ment and have made a report as to what 
can be done to ease the position. 

The report says that at first sight it would 
appear that there are two alternative 
methods by which the situation in the archi- 
tect’s department can be met—by increases 
in the existing staff or by employing private 
architects for the outstanding work. In 
practice, however, the report states, a com- 
bination of both methods would probably 
be found to be the best solution, as the 
number of proposals which have reached a 
stage when they could be prepared in detail 
by private architects, is small. 

“We have carefully considered the action 
to be taken to endeavour to meet the situa- 
tion,” the report continues, “and have 
decided to fill the vacancies; the appoint- 
ments must be advertised at higher salaries 
than in the past, and some of the existing 
staff must be regraded as from July 1, 1955, 
to higher salaries more commensurate with 
their responsibilities and in the hope that 
their services may be retained. Further, we 
propose to pay car allowances to six senior 
assistants not previously receiving car 
allowances so that their time can be used 
more economically and more efficiently.” 

The report adds that the committee did 
not wish it to be thought that their proposals 
would definitely mean the end of the troubles 
for, apart from the shortage of technical 
assistants, “ the root cause of the matter is 
that in the last few years the gathering 
impetus in the building industry, which 
affects architects and engineers, has meant 
that local authorities have had to face the 
competition of outside interests, i.e., large 
private builders, civil engineers and indus- 
trial concerns who are prepared to pay much 
higher salaries than has been done by local 
authorities in the past.” 

The Council, in committee, instructed the 
town clerk, the borough treasurer and 
borough surveyor to approach local firms of 
architects and report as soon as possible 
on the terms on which they would be pre- 

















































































pared to carry out the undermentioned 
schemes: Abbotts Farm Estate; flats for 
women living alone (approximate cost 


£26,000); flats for old people (approximate 
estimated cost £68,000); Newbold Glebe 
Estate; proposed shops (approximate esti- 
mated cost £26,000). 

During the discussion the CHAIRMAN 
stated that it was the committee’s policy to 
build up the architect’s department to full 
strength as soon as possible, and to employ 
private architects in the meantime where 
necessary. 


NEW BLOXWICH SCHOOL 
Private Architects to Speed Progress 


AT A meeting of the Walsall Education 
Committee recently, in an attempt to acceler- 
ate the erection of a secondary comprehen- 
sive school at Bloxwich, the committee ac- 
cepted a motion from Councillor P. Mus- 
grove recommending that a London firm of 
architects, experienced in designing such 
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schools, should be appointed for the scheme. 

COUNCILLOR MUSGROVE emphasised that no 
reflection on the surveyor’s or architect’s de- 
partments of the council was intended by 
his motion. It was simply that he felt the 
experience of the architects he named, added 
to the fact that the surveyor’s department 
was already heavily engaged, would con- 
siderably assist progress on the scheme. 
The Ministry of Education had approved the 
first two stages of the scheme and he felt 
it was up to the committee to do all it could 
to expedite matters. 

The transference of the work to private 
architects would mean a considerable differ- 
ence in cost, but the acting chairman, ALDER- 
MAN F. W. Evans and several other mem- 
bers, intimated that it was felt that the cost 
was secondary to the imperative need for 
more secondary school places in the northern 
end of the town. Alderman Evans said that 
the Ministry were anxiously awaiting the 
committee’s approval in principle of the 
scheme. The motion was approved by a 
large majority. 


OBITUARY 
S. B. Russell, FRIBA 


THE DEATH occurred on August 2 at his 
home at 2, Newlands-lane, Hitchin, of Mr. 
Samuel Bridgman Russell, FRIBA. Mr. 
Russell was 91 years of age. 


E. G. Kington, LRIBA 


A FORMER architect and surveyor to the 
Diocese of Derby, Mr. Edward George 
Kington, LRIBA, has died in hospital in 
Devon at the age of 68. Until his retire- 
ment about three years ago, he was head 
of the Chesterfield firm of Houfton and 
Kington, architects. 

A native of Derby, Mr. Kington began 
his career as an architect with the firm of 
Naylor and Sale,.now Naylor, Sale and 
Widdows. He joined the late Mr. Percy 
Houfton in partnership at Chesterfield 
shortly after the 4914-18 war. He was res- 
ponsible for much local authority housing 
in Derbyshire, including Ashbourne Urban 
District Council’s recent scheme. The 
Chesterfield Rural District Council offices 
were built to his design. 


Professor D. Bohm 


THE DEATH is reported from Bonn of Pro- 
fessor Dominikus Béhm, the architect. He 
was 74. A pioneer of new forms of church 
building, Bohm made much use of reinforced 
concrete in churches at Ulm and elsewhere 
in Germany. He won the competition in 
1953 for the cathedral at San Salvador, the 
construction of which it has been announced 
will start in 1956. He had taught architec- 
ture at Bingen, Offenbach and Cologne. 


F. Ernest Webb 


THE death occurred suddenly on August 3 
of Mr. F. Ernest Webb, founder of Aero- 
style, Ltd. Mr. Webb was one of the two 
British pioneers in 1905 of the manufacture 
of spray finishing equipment. He was 
chairman of the SEMA from 1937 to 1948 
and 1953 to 1955, president of the BCAS 
in 1947, and a member of BSI Committee. 


Frank W. Jones 


WE regret to announce the sudden death 
of Mr. Frank W. Jones, chairman cf 
Expandite, Ltd. 
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BUILDING EDUCATION 


East Ham Technical College 


(PPHE new session for full-time and part. 
time day courses at the East Ham 
Technical College Department of Building 
begins on September 12, and for evening 
courses on September 19. Enrolment for 
evening classes takes place on the evenings 
of September 12, 13 and 14 from 6,30 to g. 
The new City and Guilds Concrete Prac. 
tice Grade II course will be held on Tuesday 
evenings, from 7 to 9. Grade I will be on 
Wednesday evenings from 7 to 9. These 
courses will commence during the first week 
in October. Applications for these courses 
should be made to the head of the depart: 
ment. 
A revision course for plumbers’ welding 
will be held on Tuesday and Friday evenings 
from 7 to 9.30. 


Middlesex Further Education 


The Guide to Further Education Jp 
Middlesex for the session 1955-56 has 
recently been issued. The guide is a genera] 
handbook designed to help people to locate 
the service they need and to provide pre- 
liminary information before they apply for 
further details of a particular course. In- 
formation is given regarding establishments 
of further education; the further education 
services; the courses and subjects available; 
addresses of technical colleges, polytechnics 
and annexes; and the fees and awards for 
the Various courses. Copies may be obtained 
from: Chief Education Officer, Education 
Offices, 10 Great George-street, SW1. 


Production Control Courses 


A new series of six-week full-time courses 
in the “Organisation and Control of 
Production” are to begin in the November 
and February of each academic year at 
Birmingham College of Technology. The 
courses are limited to a maximum of ten 
students per course, and are designed for 
staff who have already completed their 
technical education. Details from the 
Department of Industrial Administration, 
Birmingham College of Technology, Suffolk- 
street, Birmingham 1. 


Technology Courses 


The following courses and special lectures 
are to be held in the Department of Applied 
Chemistry, Northampton Polytechnic, St. 
John-street, EC1, during the next session, 
commencing September 26: Fuel Tech- 
nology, Metal Finishing (including Electro- 
deposition), Chemical and Plant Operatives’ 
Course and Boiler House Practice for 
the examinations conducted by the City 
and. Guilds of London Institute in these 
subjects. Corrosion Science in preparation 
for the examinations of the Institution of 
Metallurgists. Ali these courses are 
organised on both part-time day as well as 
evening schemes. In addition a number of 
special evening lecture courses have been 
arranged to include: “ Research and Investi- 
gational Methods in Corrosion Science”; 
‘Ceramics, a Survey of Their Characteristics 
and Applications”; “ Foundry Sands, Their 
Properties, Testing and Applications”; 
“Liquid Fuels, Their Properties and Appli- 
cations ’’; “* Materials for Use at High Tem- 
peratures.” Other courses include’ Clay 
Technology, Glass Technology and Glass- 
blowing, and Engineering Metallurgy. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Drains and the By-laws 

May | ask your advice on a matter 
relation to a set of circumstances which 
ys arisen concerning myself and a local 
juilding inspector’s views on the imple- 
pentation of the city’s by-laws (which follow 
aactly the MHLG Model By-laws)? I 
jve in a house which I am buying through 
, building society, and I wish to remove a 
yandah which is built half of wood and 
waif of glass. This structure has stood in its 
present position for the best part of 16 
years, and | want to replace it by a brick- 
jyilt building with an asbestos roof. 

To conform with regulations I submitted 
; detailed plan of the intended building, 
and this has been accepted by the local 
thority, but one of the local building 
ispectors has told me that I will have to 
ireak the concrete bottom of the verandah as 
it now is, dig down to the drain pipes and 
wver the pipes with six inches of concrete. 
| will then have to reconcrete the said 
wrface as it is at present and commence to 
build. : ae, 
To go to all this additional cost is far 
fom my original intention and more than 
| can readily afford. Your advice would 
be appreciated. M. S. 
A—A legal correspondent writes: By-law 
No. 88 provides that any drain constructed 
in connection with a building is to comply 
with certain requirements. These require- 
ments include the following: ‘“(4) The 
drain shall be properly supported and pro- 
tected against injury .. .”; (8) where any 
drain or part thereof is laid under a build- 
ing it shall . . . (b) unless it is constructed 
of cast iron or material of not less strength 
_.. be completely surrounded with con- 
crete not less than six inches thick.” By- 
law No. 88 applies to structural alterations 
or extensions of buildings as well as to new 
buildings (see by-law No. 3). 
I should perhaps point out that there is 
a slight ambiguity in the opening words of 
by-law No. 88, which speaks of “every 
drain... constructed in connection with 
a building.” It might be argued from these 
words that the by-law only applies where 
it is the drain which is being constructed. 
and that the by-law does not apply where 
(as in the present case) a new drain is not 
being laid. I would not, however, recom- 
mend your correspondent to rely on this 
point. 
Assuming that by-law No. 88 does apply 
in the present case, your correspondent 
should ascertain the material of which the 
pipes concerned are constructed. If they 
are not constructed of cast iron or material 
of not less strength, then a curious situa- 
tion arises. Prima facie para. (8) (b) applies, 
but by-law 3 (2) provides that by-law No. 
88 is to apply to structural alterations and 
extensions “only to the extent of prohibit- 
ing any work which would result in the 
building being so altered that it would con- 
travene these by-laws in any respect in 
which it had not contravened them, or to 
any greater degree than that to which it 
had contravened them, before the work was 
carried out.” If the pipes concerned are 
not already encased in concrete of the 
required thickness, it may be that para. 
(8) (b) has been contravened ever since the 
erection of the verandah. It might then 
follow that the proposed new building would 
not involve any greater contravention than 
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hitherto, in which case para. (8) (b) would 
apparently not apply. 

Even if this proves to be the case, how- 
ever, I think that paragraph (4) will still 
apply, because the pipes will presumably 
need added protection against injury in so 
far as the new building would be of greater 
weight than the verandah. If the pipes are 
constructed of cast iron or of material of 
not less strength, then obviously para. (8) (b) 
cannot apply, but again I think that para. (3) 
will apply for the reason already suggested. 
Whether it would be necessary to provide 
six inches of concrete as suggested by the 
building inspector is, of course, another 
matter; all that your correspondent has to 
do to comply with para. (4) in this respect 
is to provide protection against injury. In 
any event, it may not be necessary to re- 
concrete the surface; if the building inspector 
has required this, he should be asked under 
what by-law he is acting. 

The fact that the local authority have 
approved the plans complicates the position. 
The approval of the plans does not mean 
that any work carried out in accordance 
therewith necessarily complies with the 
by-laws. Although the local authority could 
not thereafter require the owner to alter 
the work by notice served under section 
65 (1) of the Public Health Act, 1936, they 
could (if they thought the matter sufficiently 
serious) apply under section 65 (5) to the 
High Court for an injunction requiring the 
alteration of the work. In that event, how- 
ever, the High Court could as a condition 
of the injunction require the local authority 
to pay compensation to the owner. 

The legal position apart, your corre- 
spondent would be well advised in his own 
interest to consider the effect of the pro- 
posed buildings on the safety of his drains. 

AB. ¥- 


Street Works Inquiry 


Q.—We should be glad of your advice on 
the following point: We have commenced 
development on a large estate and when the 
estate was approved by the local authority 
we were given the option of depositing the 
total value of the street works to be done 
with them or entering into an agreement to 
deposit the value of any uncompleted street 
works yet to be done at the time that indi- 
vidual houses were completed and ready for 
final habitation inspection. 

As we proposed to carry out the construc- 
tion of the street works ourselves (or by our 
appointed sub-contractor) we naturally 
chose the latter course, and this was pro- 
visionally agreed. The draft agreement was 
sent to us by the local authority and we 
confirmed our acceptance. 

The local authority then wrote and sug- 
gested we should agree to pay the salary of 
a temporary clerk of works to be appointed 
by them to supervise and ensure the works 
were carried out in accordance with their 
specification. We replied to the effect that 
we considered this matter to be their respon- 
sibility. 

At a subsequent meeting with the local 
authority they said that if we did not agree 
to this they would insist on the full value 
of the street works being deposited with 
them under the 1951 New Streets Act before 
the work proceeded. It was also inferred 
that the street works would not be accepted 
by them as highways maintainable at public 
expense. We would mention that we have 
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been told there are no by-laws in force pro- 
viding for contractors to pay clerks of 
works’ salaries for this purpose. R. M. 


A.—A legal correspondent writes: Under 
the New Streets Act, 1951, it is an offence 
to commence the building of a house or 
other building having a frontage in a private 
street until the owner of the land has paid 
to the local authority, or given security to 
the authority for the payment of, a sum in 
respect of future liability for private street 
works charges. This sum is to be the amount 
which the owner would have to pay if the 
street was being made up at that time under 
the private street works code in force in the 
district concerned. Where local Acts require 
that the street shall be constructed in accord- 
ance with by-laws before any buildings are 
erected, then the amount payable under the 
1951 Act is to be calculated as if this work 
had been carried out: see the Local 
Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 
1953, Section 9. 

There are certain cases in which the 1951 
Act does not apply, e.g., where an agree- 
ment has been entered into under Section 
146 of the Public Health Act, 1875, under 
which the owner agrees to carry out street 
works at his own expense and the local 
authority undertakes upon the completion 
of the works to adopt the street. In these 
cases the 1951 Act is totally excluded. 
Where the Act applies, however, there is no 
means of circumventing the requirement that 
the requisite sum must be paid or secured 
before the building commences. 

I do not know the precise terms of the 
agreement provisionally entered into 
between the local authority and your corre- 
spondent. I think that he should consider 
whether the agreement is valid in the light 
of what I have said in the previous para- 
graph. 

Further, I do not think that the local 
authority have the right to insist on the 
deposit being paid or secured in respect of 
the whole estate before allowing work to 
begin. The 1951 Act refers to individual 
houses and buildings; although it may be 
much more convenient to deposit a lump 
sum in respect of the building scheme—or 
to give security for it—the builder is per- 
fectly entitled to treat each house separately. 

Again, I do not think there is much 
force in the implied threat that the street 
works would not be accepted by the 
authority as highways maintainable at the 
public expense. Provided that at least one 
payment has been made or secured under 
the 1951 Act, then the local authority can be 
compelled to exercise their powers under 
the private street works legislation in force 
in their district; for this purpose notice must 
be given in writing by a majority of the 
frontagers or as many of them as_ have 
between them more than half the aggregate 
length of all the frontages on both sides of 
the street—if none of the land has yet been 
sold, then this should cause no difficulty. 
When the street has been made up to the 
satisfaction of the local authority in accord- 
ance with the appropriate private street 
works code, it will be possible for a majority 
of the frontagers to compel the authority to 
adopt the street. 

In these circumstances I do not see why 
your correspondent should accede to the 
authority’s request that they employ a clerk 
of works at their own expense. A. E. T. 











TOWN PLANNING 
DECISIONS 


Old Deer Park Flat Scheme Rejected 
: A PUBLIC inquiry was held at Richmond 
' on April 27, before Mr. R. B. Walker, 
an inspector appointed by the Minister of 
Housing and Local Government, into an 
appeal by the Richmond Borough Council 
against the refusal of the Surrey County 
Council to allow them to build 32 flats in 
three four-storey blocks on a site in Old 
Deer Park, Richmond, between Twicken- 
ham-road and Park-lane. 

The council’s scheme was opposed, among 
others, by the Council for the Preservation 
of Rural England and by the Commons, 
Open Spaces and Footpaths Preservation 
Society. 

Mr. W. B. Harris, for the appellants, sub- 
mitted that the issue between the parties 
was whether it was right or wrong for the 
borough council to build flats in Richmond 
Park, and upon that issue there was a 
genuine conflict of opinion. No one, con- 
tinued counsel, could say that the 
service unit huts which existed next to the 
appeal site were beautiful, yet permission 
had been given for their erection and the 
council believed that by building well- 
designed flats on the site under appeal they 
would aehieve the screening of those un- 
sightly huts. The council believed also that 
the flats would constitute an appropriate 
and suitable feature at the termination of 
the parkway. 

The first ground of refusal by the Surrey 
County Council, continued Mr. Harris, was 
that the proposed development was not in 
accordance with the Surrey Development 
Plan of 1953, in which the land was defined 
as a public open space. The borough coun- 
cil did not deny that, but pointed out that 
no development plan was static. Planning 
was a living organism and there were times 
when changes had to be made. 

Mr. G. S. Weddle, AMICE, AMTPI, en- 
gineer and surveyor to the Richmond BC, 
was questioned by Mr. Bridge (for the 
Surrey Planning Authority) about the 
nearby Queen’s-road estate and was asked 
whether the borough council had abandoned 
its policy of re-developing that estate. 

Mr. Weddle replied that the council 
intended to build flats on the sites of Nos. 
10 to 18, Queen’s-road and were consider- 
ing the demolition of another five houses for 
the same purpose. 

Mr. BRIDGE: Permission has been given 
by the borough council for the erection of 
60 privately owned flats on the Queen’s-road 
estate. If council flats were built there 
instead, would you still want to build on the 
Old Deer Park? 

Mr. WEDDLE: Yes, we want more land 
than we can get. It has always been the 
council’s policy to let municipal housing go 
hand-in-hand with private enterprise de- 
velopment. 

Mr. BripceE: Is it right that, apart from 
the land which your council has already sold 
on the estate for private development there 
are another 154 acres ripe for development? 

Mr. WEDDLE: A large proportion of the 
houses on those 154 acres are not so ripe for 

redevelopment as are some other areas in the 
borough. 

Mr. BripGe: Is there any reason why all 
the flats on the Queen’s-road estate should 
not be municipally owned? 
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Mr. WEDDLE: That is a matter for the 
council to decide. 

Mr. BripGe: Are you saying that the 
land on-that estate is unsuitable for council 
flats? 

Mr. WEDDLE: No. 

Mr. BribDGE: Is the estate not a suitable 
alternative to the Old Deer Park proposal? 

Mr. WEDDLE: It is a possible alternative. 

Questioned by the Inspector, Mr. Weddle 
said that some of the  council-owned 
property on the Queen’s-road estate had 
another 20 to 30 years of life. 

Mr. T. V. S. Durrant, Surrey County 
Planning Officer, stated that permission 
for the Old Deer Park project had 
been refused because it was not in accord- 
ance with the Surrey Development Plan and 
because it would result in an increased use 
of an existing access, to the danger and 
inconvenience of traffic on the arterial road. 
If the Queen’s-road site was used for high- 
class private enterprise dwellings it would 
make no significant difference to the housing 
problem in Richmond. Indeed, added Mr. 
Durrant, it might even aggregate the situa- 
tion by bringing in people from the London 
area who could afford to pay a high rent. 

When asked, in cross-examination, if he 
did not see any difficulty in mixing council 
flats with privately developed flats he said 
he did not. He agreed that the redevelop- 
ment of the estate could not be carried out 
overnight, but thought the majority of the 
houses on the estate were ripe for re- 
development. 

The Minister has now issued his decision 
and has decided to dismiss the appeal. He 
states that it would be wrong to take land 
from Old Deer Park. The district, he says, 
has an exceptionally high proportion of 
public open spaces, but these commons and 
parklands are “ part of the heritage of the 
riverside area” enjoyed by Londoners and 
visitors alike. 


Minister Allows Shop on Land Zoned 
for “ Primarily Residential Purposes” 


(THE proposed erection of a shop, house 

and garage at the junction of Fir 
Copse-road and Alameda-road, Purbrook, 
for which planning consent has_ been 
refused by the Hampshire County Council, 
was the subject of a recent appeal to the 
Minister of Housing and Local Govern- 
ment by Messrs. E. Figgins and Sons. 

Fir Copse-road is a pleasant residential 
road, most of which has been recently 
developed and in which development is still 
continuing. Alameda-road turns westwards 
out of it and is a new road not yet taken 
over. 

In the course of a public inquiry it was 
stated on behalf of the appellants that they 
purchased the land in 1946 and had always 
understood that this corner site was in- 
tended for a shop, and they had been so 
informed when, in 1954, they had made 
inquiries of the local planning authority as 
to whether two bungalows would be per- 
mitted. It was represented that the site 
was more suitable for the proposed develop- 
ment than for anything else as the building 
lines would probably preclude the erection 
of even one bunga!ow, particularly since the 
sewer which crossed the site would have io 
be relaid, and the 10 ft. right of way to 
the rear of the houses in Alameda-road 
reserved. There was a shortage of shopping 
facilities in the vicinity and the proposed 
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shop would help to meet this need and pro: 
vide competition to the existing Shops jp 
the neighbourhood. 

On behalf of the Council, it was Stated 
that they had no evidence of the Conversa. 
tion which it was alleged took place in 
November, 1954, to the effect that the site 
was reserved for a shop. The land was 
zoned in the Havant Draft Town Map for 
primarily residential purposes, and pro. 
vision had been made for shops aboy 
200 yards to the’north and between 400 ang 
500 yards to the south-west where there 
were already some existing shops, There 
were also other shops at Purbrook itself 
within half a mile of the site. It was the 
Council’s policy to group shops in residep. 
tial areas rather than permit the erection of 
single shops in isolated positions, They 
considered that the most suitable form ot 
development for this site was dwelling. 
houses. 

The Minister states that having carefully 
considered the facts of the case he is not 
of the opinion that the proposed small shop 
on this corner site will detract from the 
residential amenities of the surrounding 
area. He considers the site a suitable one 
for the proposed development and has ac- 
cordingly decided to allow the appeal and 
to grant permission for the erection of a 
house, shop and garage in accordance with 
the submitted plans. 


SALARIES OF CLERKS 
OF WORKS 


Salop CC to Pay 17 gns. a Week 


Y offering a salary of 17gns. a week to 
clerks of works, Salop County Council 
would be guilty of selfishness in trying to 
take people away from other authorities by 
outbidding them, it was stated at the recent 
meeting of the Council. 

‘““We are being asked to enter a bidding 
competition,” said one member. “ We shall 
be bidding up and up to get people from 
higher authorities. When we have done that 
they will bid even higher to get them back 
again.” Answering that point, other mem- 
bers insisted that unless the county authority 
got the right type of men it would be in 
greater difficulty than ever with its big con- 
struction projects. “The brake has now 
been taken off a good deal of our building 
programme which has been hanging fire for 
some time,” said the chairman of the finance 
committee, Coun. W. M. W. FELL. The 
finance committee recommended that the 
maximum wage of clerks of works engaged 
on large schemes should be 17 gns. a week 
from July 1. The proposal to pay that rate 
was carried by a small majority. 

The general purposes committee reported 
that advertisements for clerks of works to 
supervise major building projects had so far 
not been successful in attracting applications 
from suitable candidates. With the large 
building programme planned for the next 
few years, thé question of engaging and re- 
taining the right type of men was important 
and that was why the finance committee had 
been asked to consider the question of rais- 
ing salaries. 

Coun. G. R. FLetcuer, himself a builder, 
said he had a good knowledge of the rates 
operating in the trade: he thought £800 a 
year was suitable payment. The Council 
has previously paid 15 gns. a week. 
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CASES OF INTEREST 
TO BUILDERS 


Sub-contractor’s Claim Against 
Builders 


(From a Legal Correspondent) 
[THE case Of Walter and Sullivan, Ltd., 

y. J. Murphy, Ltd., which was heard 
by the Court of Appeal on March 4, 7 
and 16 last, presents many interesting 
features. The plaintiffs were plasterwork 
contractors, and in 1952 carried out cer- 
tain work as sub-contractors of the 
defendants, who were builders. There 
was a dispute about the amount due and 
the plaintiffs alleged that the defendants 
were indebted to them in the sum of 
£1,808 2s. 4d. But the plaintiffs owed 
their suppliers £1,558 17s. 8d. and in view 
of the fact that they wanted to get certain 
further materials from them they entered 
into an arrangement. The sub-contrac- 
tors authorised the builder, who was their 
debtor, to pay the sum of £1,558 17s. 8d. 
to the suppliers, Hall and Co., Ltd., and 
guaranteed that the receipt of Hall and 
Co. would be sufficient discharge. The 
authority was expressed to be irrevoc- 
able by the sub-contractors unless Hall 
and Co. consented in writing to the 
revocation. 

At the same time Hall and Co. under- 
took that they would repay the sub- 
contractors out of money recovered from 
the builder for any part of the debt of 
£1,558 17s. 8d. which had been repaid 
by the sub-contractor. At a subsequent 
date the plaintiffs, wishing to recover 
their debt, brought an action in their own 
name to recover the £1,808 2s. 4d. The 
builder defended the action and claimed 
that Hall and Co. should be joined in 
the proceedings. This was referred as a 
preliminary issue to an offictal referee 
and His Honour Brett Cloutman, QC, 
Official Referee, decided that further pro- 
ceedings should be stayed pending the 
addition of Hall and Co., Ltd., to the 
proceedings. The plaintiffs appealed, and 
the defendants made a cross appeal to the 
effect that Hall and Co., Ltd., should be 
Joined to the proceedings within a fixed 
period, otherwise the plaintiffs’ claim 
should be dismissed. 

The case raised certain interesting legal 
points. In this case it was the sub-con- 
tractor, the person who had assigned his 
claim by what constituted an equitable 
assignment, who was claiming and the 
court had no difficulty in finding that 
they could not claim without joining Hall 
and Co., even for the excess constituting 
the difference between £1,808 2s. 4d. and 
£1,558 17s. 8d. The defendant’s cross 
appeal was allowed. The sub-contracters 
had the alternative of joining Hall and 
Co. in the proceedings as plaintiffs if they 
were willing or as defendants if they 
were not willing. It was suggested in the 
alternative that the plaintiffs (the sub- 
contractors) might be able to persuade 
Hall and Co. to consent to authority to 
pay being withdrawn, haviag given them 
alternative security for their money. The 
charge was, of course, duly registered 
under S.95 of the Companies Act, 1948. 

Lord Justice Parker, in giving the judg- 
ment of the court, did discuss what the 
position would have been if Hall and Co. 
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had wanted to assert their rights in re- 
spect of the money. If the right was an 
equitable right as in this case, the assignee 
(Hall and Co.) would have had to join 
the sub-contractors, who had assigned to 
them rights in the debt, in order legally 
to bind the sub-contractor in respect of 
any action brought against the defen- 
dant. If the right were a legal right the 
assignee would compel the sub-contrac- 
tors to allow their firm’s name to be used. 

In this case, however, the action was 
brought by the pfastering contractors 
who had assigned their interest. Lord 
Justice Parker considered that they could 
not recover their claim without joining 
the assignee. He said, “The whole ob- 
ject of the notice to the debtor is to pro- 
tect the assignee.” Counsel for the 
plaintiffs relied on certain words of Lord 
Justice Mathew in the case of Hughes v. 
Pump House Hotel Co., 1902. In this 
case a builder had assigned to his banker 
all moneys due from the building owners, 
the defendants. The question was 
whether it was an absolute assignment 
or an assignment by way of charge. If 
it was by way of charge Lord Justice 
Mathew said “that the action must be 
in the name of the assignor.” This, how- 
ever, was interpreted by the court in the 
Walter and Sullivan, Ltd., case only to 
imply that the action should have been 
brought by the assignee in the name of 
the assignor. It was also contended that 
if judgment was given in the present case 
in favour of the plaintiffs that that would 
merge in the judgment debt and that the 
defendants in this case could not after- 
wards be sued by Hall and Co. The 
court, however, decided that they would 
not give judgment unless either Hall and 
Co. were joined in the proceedings or the 
authority to pay Hall and Co. was with- 
drawn. They therefore gave judgment for 
the defendants and allowed the defen- 
dants’ cross apreal asking for an order 
dismissing the claim unless it was put in 
proper form within a reasonable period. 

It can be readily seen that, in a case 
of this kind, after the sub-contractors 
had transferred the firm’s interest in part 
at any rate of the debt to the supplier, 
it would be unfair to allow Walter and 
Sullivan, Ltd., to recover from the defen- 
dant without making the supplier a party. 


Workmen’s Tools 


BUILDERS who are interested in their 
legal responsibility to their workmen 
may usefully examine the recent case of 
Mason yv. Williams and Williams, de- 
cided on February 14 last. A workman 
was injured by a defect in a chisel. 
Negligence was alleged against his em- 
plovers and the manufacturers. It was 
held by Mr. Justice Finnemore that the 
employers were not liable because they 
were under no duty to examine these 
tools before use since they had bought 
them from a reputable firm. As the 
defect had not been produced by the 
first defendants but had come direct 
from the manufacturers the manufac- 
turers were liable to the workman in 
damages. The case seems to indicate a 
commonsense view that reliance should 
be placed on the manufacturer where it 
is not reasonable for the employer to 
make his own test. 
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FORESTRY IN 1954 
Need for More Land Stressed 


[HE Forestry Commissioners’ annual 

report for the Forest Year 1954, which 
has recently been published, records that the 
year under review “ will be remembered as 
marking the peak—for the time being—of 
the Commission’s planting. A total of 
70,437 acres was achieved, which was 2,827 
acres more than the previous year. The area 
planted annually since 1947 has increased 
on average by 6,300 acres each year.” 


In the last few years, says the report, the 
yearly increase has been maintained only 
by materially reducing the reserves of land 
awaiting planting proporiionate to the area 
actually planted. In 1947 the reserve stood 
at 13.6 times the annual planting pro- 
gramme: the figure for 1955 is only 4.6 
times, and the reserve is not all evenly dis- 
tributed. So the point has been reached at 
which the Commissioners have been forced 
to accept the unpalatable fact that after 1954 
the annual planting will not only stop in- 
creasing but will in fact fall. Though it 
marks a milestone, it is considered small 
compensation that the planting done in 1955 
will bring the Commissioners’ forest area 
up to and beyond the million acre mark. 


The reason for the future downward trend 
of planting programmes, goes on the report, 
is a shortage of land. The Commissioners 
are determined to do everything possible to 
return to the upward trend in planting. This 
can only follow a steadily increasing flow 
of acquisitions. There are large tracts of 
country, running into many hundreds of 
thousands of acres, the best use of which 
is undoubtedly forestry—including land 
densely infested with bracken and semi- 
derelict woodland. It is hoped this type of 
land will be more readily offered to the 
Commissioners by those owners who are 
unable to plant it themselves. 


Production and consumption of home 
timber followed the same pattern as in 1953. 
It is estimated that the cut of broddleaved 
species was, if anything, less than in the 
previous year, due partly -to the increasing 
difficulty of marketing the poorer qualities 
and possibly to the abolition of softwood 
consumer licensing in~ November, 1953. 
There was a larger intake of home pitprops 
by the English collieries. While the round 
pitwood requirements of the National Coal 
Board were being met to an increasing 
extent from home sources, the proportion 
was still only about one quarter of the 
estimated consumption over the country as 
a whole. 

Twenty-five new forests, of which three 
were previously parts of older forests, were 
started during ‘the year. Road construction 
was undertaken at 174 forests, and 277 miles 
of motorable roads were comp'eted. During 
the year 272 new houses or houses obtained 
by conversion of larger properties were com- 
pleted, 122 being in England, 108 in Scot- 
land and 42 in Wales. Many were additions 
to existing, or formed the first development 
of new forest villages. Research work and 
special investigations into forestry problems 
were continued at the Forest Research Sta- 
tion near Farnham, Surrey, and in experi- 
mental areas in many forests. 


Copies of the report, price 3s. 6d., from 
the Stationery Office. 
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CURRENT RATES OF WAGES ~- 


AS FROM APRIL 18, 1955. (Every endeavour is made to ensure accuracy but we cannot be responsibie for errors.) 
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righouse ... Eastwood (Notts.) U.D. ...A Littlehampton A2 Sawbridgeworth ...........-... A Si-€ 
Brighton Ebbw Vale & District.. ark MMVOR IO ves vdiicessiesuscieuesves ‘a Saxmundham .A2 Wokineion | 
Bristol ...... Edenbridge A2 Llandudno . Al Scarborough % Work 8 ene 
‘ Broadstairs......... Ely “a2 Lianelly ik Scunthorpe .. uA Wor ia 
Bromsgrove _ U.D.. foie x London... ae Selby ...... or be ae a x 
Broughton, Flint Eis. oe Long Eaton ......... a’ Sevenoaks . ee Wena am (incl. Cefn)......... 
SNEED ssnesevesess vee Sig aia a Loughborough M.B. A Sheerness ye: — 
Reape eee ERMMIDIN: © <5, ccccncsossoeaey A2 Louth M.B. .......... Al Sheffield a Ylam —oeovess 
Burnham-on-Crouch ...... Falmouth a Lowestoft ... WA | Shipley ...200..0. A | Wamondham 
Burnley .......0...seeeeeeeeeeee Fareham MEORIOI asses ccseussscocscueessay A2 Shoeburyness ...........0.00008 A WOR. dsccscegssasscreossne 














For Birkenhead, Liverpool and London the rates are:—Craftsmen, 4s. 14d.; Labourers, 3s. 7d. In the case of London the rate beyond the 12-mile radius is:—Craftsmen, 4s. 1d.; 
Labourers, 3s. 6$d. {Plus 2d. per working day. $ This is the County rate and applies except where higher grades are stated. 

Note.—Carpenters and Joiners providing own tools when employed in establishments operating under the Supplementary Rules for Woodworking Factories and Shops, receive 
2d. per day; when employed on other building industry work, 4d. per day. 

Women’s RatTEs.—In all districts throughout the country the rate of wages for women engaged in craft processes is 3s, 13d. per hour. Women engaged on work other than 
craft processes, 2s. 9}d. per hour. 

For Building Trade Wages in Scotland see page 290. 
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The Builder 


CURRENT PRICES OF MATERIALS 


HE information given on these pages has been specially compiled 
for The Builder and is copyright. It is the intention that the 
details given should indicate fair average prices of materials, not 
necessarily the highest or the lowest. The prices apply to large 
quantities of materials loaded at works, delivered at London Stations 
or at site in London Area as stated. Prices for smaller quantities 
ex merchants’ warehouse will necessarily be higher so as to include 
the stocking and handling costs involved. Due to the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing it is recommended that the prices of 
materials should be confirmed by inquiry from suppliers and merchants. 


AGGREGATES AND SAND 


Delivered site in full lorry loads. Average of prices for 
Boroughs of Westminster, Paddington, Holborn and 
St. Pancras. 


a 
a 


CKLOUrK KA? 


Pit Bailast per yd. 
Pit Sand es 
Washed Sand . 
}in. Shingle... 
3 in. Broken Brick 
Pan Breeze ; 
Fine or Coarse Foamed Slag Aggregate 
2 yds. of fine and 2.6 yds. of coarse per ton 


_ 


et et et ee ee OD 
_ 
oooruns: 


” 
per ton 


CEMENT, etc. 


Including non-returnable jute sacks or paper bags. 

Best British Portland Cement. Standard Specifica- 
tion delivered Charing Cross area. 
6-ton loads and upwards, site 
1 to 6 tons, site a 

Rapid Hardening Cement in 6-ton loads and up- 
wards to site sa 
lto6tons do. site 

Aquacrete Water Repellent Cement. 
ton on ordinary cement prices. 

Red, Buff or Khaki Colorcrete in 6-ton lots 

Other colours according to colour. 

In 4-ton lots from 295s. Od. to 685s. Od. i” ton. 

White Portland Cement ‘ 

Under | ton 

417 Cement (Ultra Rapid Hardening) in 6-ton lots 
and upwards 

Super Cement (Waterproof), 32s. 6d. per ton above 
Portland Cement. 

Cullamix Tyrolean Finish, £11 5s. Od. to £14 Os. Od. 
(1-ton loads and upwards). 

Lightning and Ciment Fondu Brands High Alumin- 
ous cement, 6-ton lots and up 

Stourbridge Fireclay, 6-ton loads at Railway, Depot, 


per ton 


32s. 6d. per 


per cwt. 


per ton 


London 
Moler ow Powder for Flue Bricks (London 
sites) 


BRICKS 


Full Loads. 

First Hard Stocks __... 

Second Hard Stocks ... 

Mild Stocks (Kiln Burnt) 

Mild Stocks... 

All loaded free into lorry at the works. The question 
of haulage is still very difficult and prices must 
be obtained from job to job. 

2} in. Nominal Fletton Brieks to sites in we 
District Commons 
Cellular do. 

Keyed do. 

Rustics be 
Cellular Rustics 
Single Bullnose do. 

Sandfaced ... 

Best Blue Pressed Staffs (London Stations)... 
Do. Bullnose (London Stations) ‘ 

Blue Wire Cuts (London Stations) . 

Midhurst Lime Bricks (London sites) 

Uxbridge Whites (London sites). 

Special Purpose Sandlime Bricks (London ‘sites) . 
Pn. Best Stourbridge Fire Bricks (London 
Stations) ‘ - 

3 in. do. (London stations) 

Hi in. Moler Flue Bricks (London sites)... 

2% in. Machine - made Sandfaced Red Facings 
(London sites) 

2¢ in. Machine-made ! Multi F ‘Red Facings (London 
sites) : 


ana A Cow oacoancocecccoso 





THE BUILDER 


2% in. Hand-made Sandfaced Red Facings (London 
sites) . per 
23 in. Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour Facings 
(London sites) : 
Hand-made Sandfaced ‘Cherry Red Facings. Berk- 
shire district (London sites) 
Hand-made Sandfaced Multi-Colour 
Berkshire district (London sites) ... 
Rubber Bricks for gauged arches (London sites) ee 
2% in. Surrey Clamp Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) 
2% in. Surrey Kiln Burnt Multi Stock Facings 
(London sites) 
Glazed Bricks (London Sites), White, ivory, E Brown— 
Stretchers 
Headers i 
Quoins, Bulinose and 44 in. Flats" 
Double Stretchers ... a a 
Double Headers 
One side and two ends 
Two sides and one end ais 
Splays and Squints eee 
Cream and Buff £3 extra over White. Other 
colours, hard glaze, £8 10s. Od. extra over White. 
All above prices plus 173% for Best quality and 
plus 173% less 10% for Second quality. 


Facings. 


ecocooceoceo coc Oo oA AA SO 


PARTITION SLABS, etc. 


Delivered Central London Area. 
HoLLow CLAy PARTITION BLOcKs (Keyed) 
Minimum 
lorry loads. 
2s. sc oa as 140 yds. ana a — yd. sup. 
7) fe sai ase 140 yds. Sea - ‘a 
ak i: Se was waa 120 yds. a 
BUILDING BLOCKS Keyed) 
*4 in. (6 cavity) ia 95 yds. 
6 in. (8?” x 5%”) 1,250 Blocks 
*Half blocks at no extra charge. 
CLINKER CONCRETE 
0 ‘a8 waa 100 yds. 
74 th: ... ee ‘ac 85 yds. 
.) oni nae 75 yds. 
4m... eas ae 55 yds. 


CRANHAM 


. per 1,000 26 é 


NON 


yee 
yt 
co ae 
4 in. 4 
4} in. Load bearing quality 
MOLER PARTITION nce 
| aaa aad 150 yds. 
yn a aa 120 yds. 
‘) saa a 100 yds. 
4m. ... aaa aaa 90 yds. 
THERMALITE PARTITION munca 
23 in. ... < 120 yds. nae es 
or LOADBEARING Santee BLOCKS 
Sim x. 100 yds. aaa 
4m 3x aaa ean 75 yds. 
Si se nh ree 60 yds. 
Git, «<< Bre we 50 yds. 
8in. ... ua a 37% yds. 
Sm =... aaa as 33 yds. 
FLoor BLOCKS AND FILLER Tan 
3 in. Floor aa 12 in. ed — in. bonenieneds in = 
lorry-loads .. <a 
4 in. do. 
5 in. 
6 in. 
7 in. 


8in. do. ae 

10” x 3”x " Filler Tiles i in multiples of 10 tiles per 1, 000 multiples 56 = 
xs Xe do. do a ” 

10” x 4” xf” do. do. és a ri 


oo ~~ & OO 


oowun 


eooocoeoceco 


STONEWARE DRAIN PIPES, etc. 
The following are the percentages to be added to the Standard List prices 


delivered London Area. : ; 
Over 100 Pieces Under 100 Pieces 
Over 2 tons hee ment a 

Best Quality +774% + S 
B.S.S. Best do. +10% +714 % +10% +1074% +10% +117} % 
Tested Quality +374 Z+ 7G +374% +1078 % $3763,4117 % 
B.S.S. Tested do. +473°2—774% +4%%+1078% +473%+1178% 
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DOORS (in Lots 1-11) 





3 in. ee oa Pi 
pee (in - in. | £ s. d. i 
4 in. ae ... per 1,000 ii 3 6 Hg ae London area. 
a58 of 6 in. 4 Horizortal P. : £ 
DAMP COURSE 2 ft. Oin. x 6 fr 6 in tae —— = 
Hessian base bitum t. 3 in. x 6 ft. 6 in. ace ae oe. each 112 0 
en 7 Ib. 2 ft. 6 in. x 6 ne we 
Soleeeed bs eg in lots of £6 value and over bg hd, cae 3 6 in. x i 0 
ondon ver 2 in. do tt 
Asbestos base ye ila ae ic, ie. _ 2 ft. 6 eget ey —_— “Pattern 4 x G in deal is 116 6 
ed bitumen ditto 9} Ib. do. 5 ft. 9 in. x 6 ft. 6 i 
18 in. <9 in. British d t per yd. sup. do ” 0 2 in. Panel, t t. i ” 290 
. pe oO i . ” 

ui in 9 i - S aia a a Slates...  ... per 1,000 38 Zs : 2 ft. 6 = panel open “Pattern 2 x G in deal 211 6 

oo cart. do. Oe dis, den tee ‘ 29 7 0 $444 2S. «= =<  m«m - : 19 

14 in. x 44 in, do. oe - S ” 3 6 

_.. = do. iy me vs 44 . : SUNDRIES 
” 9°76 a London area. 

STONE 4 qumain ft onl 6 ft. O in. x 2 f. O in. in 

Bry Son ge ee ne 
onks Park in. do. : ase as is 

St. Aldhelm Box Ground... . per ft.cube 8 0 Zt in. do. (35 a nt om ag ” H it 
Delivered in railway trucks at S 9 0 done do. (39 yds. to 1 ton) ... 10 3 
B.R. Western Region at South Lambeth Quantities under 1 ton add Id. per $ gh il § 

Doulting Stone R 4 in. imported insulation Board, n. of thickness 

ae sal “A a Blocks. Delivered London area ard, quantities over 5,000 sq. ft 

eliv: : 

Portland «tea ered London area z : : hn cent do. per 100 sq. ft. : 2 6 
rown Whitbed §s : ore ie ee 6 
ete ge ct eepecrrhpat 20 ft. average he in. Asbestos Flat Building § Sheets. oa -.. per yd. su 326 

- Southern Region ine Elms, B.R. hoohag Felt, 1-ply ‘ = sa : si ; ; 

orkshire Stone—BI “ ” 8 3 -. rales 

B gee to site slue Robin Hood Quality. ; Best Scotch Glue = Slabs... «7 a ass ” 9 

xX i a ore see ese ... Peric 
Bette — Rubbed, weathered, throated and Croid ree — ove eee vas . fi si 3 ; : 
<daaek og do. do. _ perft.cube 310 8 meee foe Or ae 2 6 0 
in. X 3 in. Plain coping, t ase is 210 6 oO. 4 in. and up (1-to cr een eee «os. per ton 62 10 0 

12 in x 3 in, ~sesetht givce road os 119 0 — — (4-cwt. lots) ots) ... as wait ; 59 00 
§ ; ; oe see cwt. 

ah in. x 9 in. ne ee g " 2 12 0 in. and up (4-cwt. lots) : P a 

3i ~ sawn two sides Slabs, cd nye og face. 22°0@ METALS 
yg Cover Stones, 3 in., 4 in. and 6 i — ft. — 7a 

“a e ee <4 rendered brickwork - per ft “— Joists— Steet Joists, Etc. 
BO . air one edge for fai .cubel 5S 9 x 5 
brckwork bee i air faced in., 8in. X Sin., 8in. x 6in., 10in. x 6in. 
go eET ee nee 110 6 a 6 in. anaes ‘to tesa delivered London 
n. X 2in. Square Steps, rubb Extra fo 7 ; = er ¢ 
14 in. x 3in.R ps, rubbed on top and edge pe a for sizes .perton 41 0 0 
and Ba. ound-nosed Steps, rubbed on - icone ili 3 in . og 4in. X 1j in. 310 0 
in. x 6i A edad ea ose ae i : 
2 in, Robbed Plain Steps, rubbed top and front .. + Raine 8 0 es x 3in, 10in. x 4hin.... i ae ” 210 0 
2 in. Sawn Pavi ointed Paving, given sizes ft. 2 0 in. X 24in., Sin. xX 3 in aes oo = 110 0 
. aving, edges squared, in random sizes so a. 8 6 4} in. x 1} in. a a. hat a sx ” 115 0 
yd. sup.2 19 3 Sin. x 4b in. Tin. x 34 in. “13 in. x Sin. ...p ee 

TILES AND PANTILES i . See | *h ad ew 

cE . [—<e" oo: inn «=8in. X4in. 1) 5 OO 

ST iineneda Petition hoop tactic gen or over per 1,000 12 in. x 5 in. 22 in. x : 4 a 

pq bincolnshire district pattern Tiles from = in. X ais 10 in. x 8 in. 12) in x 3 lita 

and-made Pantiles Berksh iti we see 29 8 in. x 5 in. 14 in. X 6 in. a4-4 

Hngmade Doub Roman Gouger die: “SR g | in x Sin” Hsin Sein Iein. = Gin 
5 e x tiles Berkshire distri tees eee 58 13 6 : in in. X 6 in. 18 in, > “sag ” 10 0 

Machine-made 104 x 63 S ire district ere a 13 18 in. X 8 in. 20 in. x in, x 7 in. 

Hand-made Hip and 1. a haa 13 ‘ : Steel angles average price — —* bi in. 

asa tiles ‘do. cee 125 0 «| Fepsuens com dened i a ~ » 357 
rete tiles 10$ x 6 a a on 1 8 icated work delivered London— Res rT ae 

pene tent a - - - = es ‘i «a. ae 5 

—Brea tee 2s irde ee aie a 
age in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. wee —— o me ne re - = te 63 . 0 
ompound stanchions a oe a + 5 68 10 0 
SLATES In Roof Work—Tr ad as 2 
—Trusses and Purlins s+» y9 72:10 0 
First-quality Slates fr . Average prices not for awkward me ee 85 5 0 
paid in full truck ston aye or Portmadoc, carriage Angle cleats and 4 in., = and dp in. bolts av 
1,000 actual to London Rate Station. Per London area i sie at! 
.-per cwt. 
2 3 bs ~ es 529 tee ha Ri 12417 4 Mild Steel Ferro- cng eH oy 7 me 
= x It oo ae ee ce oe ae = 103 13 8 Stock ~ in. diam., and upwards ew oe Se 
0 x 12 is ea ‘e ~ soe = a 93 13 6 2 in. diam. me “ae 42 8 6 
18 x io ai: a OC RRS ilar Sieg = cea Hs 9 0 gg _ ae a= en? tae ‘per ton extra 4 7 0 
aoe ee = ae eee ooo 7 9 in. oO. ane oe : = be _ ” s 2 @ 
~ Se Sr iia hin. do. rr 
ae Se a eS 52 14 a Res 12 
_ mn ne be esis sie a a ILD STEEL TUBES 
sient , ’ wee eee es eee Tubes to BSS1387 and ee 
reakage in transit, purchasers’ responsibility. 38 3 8 Galvanised Tube— eT List prices and following discounts: 
Cl ittings Mall , discounts: 
ass A + 749 alleable Fittings 
TIMBER wd Sa 181% Light + 324% Malleable List—3 
Softwood— Bla “i a A Heavy + 40% < e List—323% + 40% 
Joinery qualit ses $3 
Carcassing a ey is coe Ex. — per standard £110 to £135 Class ie te Light ° 
aa “ — and Grooved Flooring do 44 rs 8 to _"s Class C + 11% Heavy oo + AS Malleable List—323 7 
rawoodc— - ” 0 
Mahogany—ASican S.E. : C.I. HALF-RoUND Gu 
Honduras do. es = per ft. cube 1 10 0 Delivered London per yd. in 6-ft. lengths — 
Oak’ European do. . aoe Sto 
. apanese do. e ¥ ” 25 0 ° Gutte 
g See tain 7 do. . re. 3 2 ae ee 3/44 —— Ends 
sok 8 in. average S.E. ni son ie 1 7 6 rig . eee eee eee eee ae 3/8 3/3 /10 
alnut African Logs sawn ... do. ” 315 0 4h it a a 3/8 EM 
oO. = 1 =O 5 ~~ 9 eee ooo ooo es 5/24 4/1 V6 
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METAI 


Zin. 
34 in. 


4} in. 
5 in. 


Per yd. 
2 in. 
2} in. 
3 in. 
3} in. 
4in. 


2 in. 

4 in. 
3 in. 
34 in. 
Abo 
only. 
and to 


4in. 
6 in. 


All 


Pipes 
Shoes 
Single 
Bends 
Swan 
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Gutte 
Drop 
Stop 

Angle 
Nozz 
Unio 


Gutt 
Droy 
Stop 
Angl 
Noz: 
Unic 
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TALS—continued 
ME C.1.0.G. GuTTERs 
Gutters Nozzle 
ee ‘i 
34 in. re Hae ‘san eas ade 4/104 3/11 
Re A... xn; ia ee -ee 4/1 
ae ae ee ee 4/8 
Sin. wen 6/44 5/5 
Se : ane -WATER PIPES 
Per yd. in 6-ft. nae Pipe Bend 
Zin. ‘aac 7/24 3/8 
24 in. 7/2$ 4/1 
3 in. 8/14 5/2 
34 in. 9/3 6/1 
4 in. .. 10/8 7/4 
L.C.C. ‘Coie Sor Pipes 
din. ere ened cea ewes 7 6/4 
es, 7/- 
3 in. ie The es 52h. “eS 7/8 
ee sas ae ie eee 9/7 
4in. 12/4 10/8 


only. Lots over 5 cwt. see List No. 3300 dated February 1, 


and tonnage allowance. 
L.C.C. Coatep DRAIN PiPEs 


THE BUILDER 


Stop 
Ends 
1/- 


Branch:s 


LD 


5/8 


Above prices for gutters, rain-water and soil pipes for under 5 cwt. lots 
1955, plus 74% 


4-ton lots 5 per cent, 2-ton lots 2h per cent. 


In 9-fts. 
cwt. qr. Po per yd. Bends Branches 
4in. uae eae eee 1 1 25/8 18/3 32/ 
6 in. we Ses cies z © ‘ 38/1 48/6 77/9 
ASBESTOS RAIN-WATER PIPES AND FITTINGS 
All less 174 per cent. discount. 
2 in 24 in 3 in. 4 in. 
Pipes 6-ft. ese . per yd. 3/9 4/- 4/10 6/5 
Shoes “ . each 2/5 2/8 3/2 4/3 
Single Branches ... ‘i 3/9 4/6 5/4 7/6 
Bends square or obtuse . a 2/s 2/11 3/9 5/4 
Swan Necks 44 in. proj. as 2/11 3/9 4/3 S/11 
do. 6in. do. - 3/2 3/9 4/10 6/5 
Aspestos O.G. GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
4 in. 44 in. Sin. 6 in. 
Gutters 6-ft. a ... per yd. 3/7 3/11 4/8 5/73 
Drop ends .. each 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Stop Ends... ase eve ee /10 /il 1/- 1/2 
Angles... aes een os 2/11 3/5 4/1 4/10 
Nozzles .. ae eae me 2/10 3/4 3/10 4/7 
Union Clips oe 1/5 1/8 2/1 2/5 
pounce Sandan GUTTERS AND FITTINGS 
3 in. 4 in. 43 in. 5 in. 6 in 
Gutters 6-ft. nies Per za 2/6 2/114 3/04 3/7 5/- 
Dropends ... aH 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Stopends ... wie beg /10 /il 1/- 1/2 
Angles oe ee es 2/3 2/8 2/11 3/2 4/3 
Nozzles se ere 2/1 2/5 2/8 2/11 4/3 
Union Clips cae, bee 1/- 1/1 1/2 1/4 2/- 
Per ton basis 
in London 
££ & 
Iron—Staffordshire aesioes Merchant eaued 45 7 6 
Mild Steel Bars 39 16 6 
Mild Steel Hoops 41 3 6 
Ex Merchant's 


Stock per ton 
Two- -ton lots 


Soft Sheets C.R. and C.A.— 
20 gauge he 
24 gauge 
26 gauge oe 

Galvanised Corrugated ‘sheets 6 ft. to 9 ft.— 
20 gauge ii 
24 gauge 
26 gauge 

Galvanised flat sheets C.R. and C. ae 
20 gauge 
24 gauge 
26 gauge 


ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOYS 
(Base prices) 


Sheet BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (36 in. wide) .. per Ib. 
Sheet BS 1470 N 53 Utility 18 SWG (36 in. wide) ” 
Coiled strip BS 1470 SIC 18 SWG (24 in. wide) ... ‘a 


Coiled strip BS 1470 NS 3 Utility 18 SWG (24 in. 
wide) 
= strip for flashing 99.7 ¥ purity 22 SWG (12i in. 
wide) ” 


Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility” Circular 


Profile 8 ft. x 32in. x 20SWG . per sheet 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 3 Utility Industrial 

Profile 8 ft. x 31? in. x 20SW 
Corrugated sheet BS 1470 NS 3 Utility Mansard 

Profile 8 ft. x 31fin. x 20SWG . eis ‘a 
Extruded section BS 1476 E1C simple moulding per Ib. 
Extruded section BS 1476 EIC lin. diam. round... “ 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP simple angle ... me 
Extruded section BS 1476 HEIOWP 1 in. diam. round 3 
Tubing BS 1471 TIC 1tin.O/D x 20SWG = 
Tubing BS 1471 HTIOWP l4in.O/D x 20SWG ... ” 


52 8 6 
54 18 6 
57 18 6 


59 9 O 
62 19 O 
68 4 0 
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PLUMBERS’ BRASS WORK, etc. 


Delivered in London area. 
M.O.H. 


All per doz. sin. in. Lin. Ifin. Min. Zin 
Screwdown bib cocks Crutch 
head for iron .. 87/- 128/8 
Toilet bib cocks for iron 109/— 158/5 
Screwdown stop cocks for iron 66/- 95/9 188/- 363/- 522/6 917/6 
do. with two unions for lead 89/— 132/- 234/4 623/6 1389/6 
Double nut boiler screws 18/8 26/5 47/6 48/6 67/- 93/6 
Heavy Croydon ball valves . TI/- 193/6 312/5 568/8 734/10 — 
Plumbers’ union brass lead to 
iron es : 19/6 23/6 Py 52/10 70/6 165/- 
7 I} in. 1din. 2in. Zin. 33in. 4 in. 
Caps and screws 33/- 40/8 59/6 92/5 118/10 155/3 
Brass sleeves... aes we 31/11 31/11 56/2 74/10 91/5 


“14 x 6 1b. 14 x 6|b. 2x 7Ib. 3 x 7b. 


Lead P. trap with brass cleaning 
screws .. ~©—6 55 81/9 13010 223/6 
Lead S. trap do. 79/- 98/1 16010 28810 
Solder s. d. 
Plumbers’ 8 ne pe per Ib. 3 
Tinmen’s_... ne one ee = os . 4 5 
Blow pipe rae 4 6 


Copper TUBES AND SHEETS 


Copper tubes BSS 659/1944 on the basic price of 40§d. per Ib. plus gauge 
and manufacturing extras as follows. Minimum quantities, 3 cwt. 


Extra 
d. d. 
4 in. x 19 gauge ... 123 Total per lb. 543 
a? ee 11 - oe 532 
ims. ... 53 9 ae 51? 
Ijin. x 18 ,, nes te 9 2 = Sif 
im <i ae 9 ie i Sik 
Simxw. . me 10§ aap 52% 
Rolled Copper sheets up to 48 in. wide, basic price d 
plus gauge and manufacturing extras .- perton 396 15 0 
ZINC 
Sheet Zinc 10 gauge (25 SWG) 5 cwt. lots ata percwt. 8 Il 6 
do. 12 gauge (23 SWG) Ks a 8 9 9 
do. 14 gauge (21 SWG) <n see ” 8 8 9 
Brass TUBES 
Brass tubes basic aia a oes and vegan 2 94 


ing extras 


LEAD SHEET AND PIPES 


Basis selling price in minimum one-ton delivery to one address in London 
or Home Counties. 


£s. ¢€ 

Lead Sheet, English, 3} Ib. substance and mpnente perton 143 5 0 

Lead Water Pipe in coils a oi mS 144 10 0 

Lead _ Pipe 10 ft. or over 2 2 in. to 4 in. dia. ea 146 0 0 

over 4 in. dia. ‘ aaa 148 0 0 

Lead Gas or Untinned Compo pipe : 146 0 0 
Extras over Basis for quantities under | ton 

5 cwt. and under | ton : per cwt. 2 

3cwt. do. 5 cwt. a ‘i << 4 0 

lecwt. do. 3 cwt. = is oe see p 6 0 


Smaller quantities than 1 cwt. priced specially. 

Supplying sheet lead and lead pipe to less than basis 
weights and cutting to sizes less than basis charged 
extra according to current trade schedule. 

Allowance for Old Lead, collected £99 Os. Od. per 
ton weighed at buyer’s works. 


PLASTER, etc. 


Coarse Pink in 1-ton loads and over Delivered on Site per ton 7 ii-9 
do. White do. do. ie 719 6 
Sirapite Coarse do. do. ix = 716 9 
do. Fine do. do. ‘re ie S475 
Blue Lias Lime in 6-ton loads aa aaa ia <i 63% -< 
Hydrated Lime do. aad ies ore pa SH. 26 
Lump Lime do. aaa ee S«2 a 
White Keen's or Parian Cement in 1- ‘ton loads eae a 10 17 O 
Pink Keen’s or Parian Cement in 1-ton loads aes * 10 11 9 
Granite Chips in 6-ton loads te asi oe ‘a ave ts 
Hair -per cwt 417 o 
Gy psum Plaster Lath or Base Board r in. thick 600 
‘yds. and over in one delivery. Delivered site per yd y ae 
1,200 yds... a 2 & 
Do. Insulating do. “3 in. thick 600 mm ‘and over 
in one delivery. Delivered site per yd. 2 104 
1,200 yds... a 2 10: 
Gypsum Plaster Wall Boards, 3 and 4 ft. wide 6 to 
3 in. thick, 600 yds. and over in one 
Sate Delivered site... ae ae we “a 2 16 
1,200 yds. ... at 2 3} 
Do. Insulating do. “3 in. thick 600 oes ‘and over 
in one delivery. Deliveredsite ... - 349 
1,200 yds... ae a 7 ioe ei g4 
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PAINT AND DISTEMPER 


Delivered London area 
Ceiling Distemper... me ae ose 
Washable Distemper 8 eae 
Gloss Paint ‘ 
Snowcem cement paint (in 1 cwt. drums) . 

Leap PRODUCTS AND > Ons 
Ground White Lead, 1 cwt. kegs 


Genuine Red Lead, Dry, 1 cwt. keg 
Genuine Linseed Oil Putty, 1 cwt. keg 
Size XD quality, 28 lb. 

Raw Linseed Oil (5 gal.) drums extra. 
Boiled Linseed Oil (5 gal.) do. 


SUNDRIES. 
Turpentine substitute (5 gal.) drums extra . 
do. do. (40 gal.) do. do. ... 


Solignum, Brown (5 gal. cans) Exterior 
Creosote (40 gal. barrels) , 

Paste Powder (1 Ib. a 

White Lining Paper 


VARNISHES, etc. 


Delivered London area. 

Oak Varnish, Outside or —_ 
Oak Pale Copal Get 
Hard Drying Oak for aahte 
Crystal Paper Varnish do. 
Eggshell Flat Varnish do. 
Finest Carriage Varnish 
Front Door Varnish ... 
Japan Gold Size 

Black Japan ... 

Brunswick Black 

Berlin Black 

Terebene 

Knotting (1 gal, “bottles free)... 
French and Brush Polish (do. ) 


GLASS 
Delivered London area. 


18 oz. Sheet Glass Ordinary Glazing eatin 
EeDE: % * * 

2302. - + oh. gone % ae 
32 oz. * e a 

+ in. Rolled Plate aS ” : 
# in. and } in. Rough Cast . 


Genuine White Lead Paint, 1- 19 gal. ‘lotsi inl I gal tins 
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Cut 





per 
£ sd. 4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral, Standard patterns: s 
percwt. 1 7 6 White Se ee ae, ; 
ig : 5 ; do. Standard Tints 1 4 
per gal. 10 do. Special Tints ... 25 
percwt. 311 0 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, -Reedlyte and 
Luminating 11 
percwt. 8 18 O } in. Wired Cast 13 
per gal. 32° 9 + in. Georgian Wired Cast 1 % 
percwt. 7 : : Hollow Glass Blocks— Each 
» 21 B. St x S$ x 3} in. 29 
per in 72 P.B.3. 7} x 7f x 3 43 
me 86 PB32 7h x TEx 3 44 
v7 aatenet Corner Blocks to ae ” with— 
P.B.2 = 
” 5 6} P.B.3 : ; 
” Ps P.B.32 : 63 
ne 20 tin. Polished Plate Gines, G. G. nie Per ft. super 
att Ib. 1 6 In plates not exceeding 2 - — ws 3 7 
en. em mR 45 a sup.  } 
os » 100 ft. sup. 5 6 
} in. Polished Plate, extra sizes,i.e., plates mente 100 ft. 
1 2 6 sup. or 160 in. one way or 96 in. both ways. G.G. quality 
Peksat : 2 0 —Not exceeding 135 ft. sup. or250 in. one iia or 135 in. 
- 200 both ways : a? 8 4 
= 200 Not aene ft. sup. or ditto. ve a map ll 3 
214 0 Not exceeding 200 ft. sup. or ditto ae ae 16 0 
” 210 0 Plates exceeding 200 ft. sup., prices on application. 
” 700 Substances other than } in. Polished Plate at Special Prices, 
4 4:12 6 Quantity Tariff—Sheet and Sundry Glass. 
” 114 0 The following prices apply to minimum quantities of one size and ong 
” : = ; pattern delivered by the manufacturer to one site at one time. 
ei 1 8.0 Minimum Per ft. sup, 
8 220 Description of Glass quantity s. d. 
118 0 18 oz. sheet O.Q 3,000 4 
e oe 2,000 
= 9 os 2,000 
mee ... 2,000 10 
Per ft. super rf ™ “Rolled Plate sea ... 1,000 1 
s. d. 4 in. Figured Rolled and Cathedral Standard 
Sizes 53 Patterns, White a 1,000 ¥} 
; 7g 4 in. Pinstripe, Hammerstripe, Reeded, Luminating 
10 and Spotlyte.. 1,000 1 
: aes | fs in. and } in. Rolled Plate or Rough Cast 2,000 1 
9 + in. Wired Cast, Hexagonal... 2,000 ll 
1 0 + in. Georgian Wired Cast 2,000 1 











































REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT 


Forthcoming International Conference 


T was announced by Dr. O. H. Koenigs- 
berger, at a Press conference in London 

on July 22, that an international conference 
on regional planning and development will 
be held at Bedford College, Regents Park, 
London, from September 28 to October 2. 
The conference is sponsored and organised 
by the Preparatory Committee for the Asso- 
ciation for Regional Planning and Develop- 
ment of which Dr. Koenigsberger is a mem- 


ber. 
Dr. O. H. Koenigsberger spent the years 
1939-51 in India, first as Government 


Architect and Town Planning Officer for 
Mysore State and then, from 1948 onwards, 
as Director of Housing, Ministry of Health, 
Government of India. He also acted as 
Technical Adviser to the Indian Ministry 
of Rehabilitation, dealing with the resettle- 
ment of refugees and, from 1950-51, as 
Adviser on Planning Policy to the Govern- 
ment of Burma. He has just returned to 
this country after visiting the Gold Coast 
as a member of the United Nations Housing 
Mission and is at present associated, as 
Housing Advisor, with the work of the 
Volta River Project Preparatory Commis- 
sion. 

The Conference’s theme is comprehensive 
development, which has been defined as “an 
amalgam of economic, physical and social 
forces.” Although in practice such develop- 
ment is carried out in administrative areas 
such as countries, provinces or states, plan- 
ning, it is stated, should be viewed in terms 
of regions defined by economic, social and 


geographic considerations. This is the 
reason for the stress on regional planning. 

This conference will consider the forma- 
tion of a permanent international association 
and centre to co-ordinate and _ sustain 
regional planning research and will be 
attended by representatives from govern- 
ments, international organisations (including 


the International Union of Architects), 
professional and_ technical associations, 
industry (including Mr. E. R. Baines, 


United Africa Company, and Mr. Arnold 
C. Thomas, Taylor Woodrow (Building 
Exports), Ltd.), finance and labour. 


UK PARTICIPANTS 


More than 30 countries are represented in 
the list of those who have already indicated 
their intention of attending the conference. 


The United Kingdom participants will 
include: J. S. Evans (Technical Department, 
Federation of British Industries), Sir 


William Holford, FRIBA, P-PTPI (Profes- 
sor of Town Planning, University College, 
London), A. Oates (Industries and Manufac- 
tures Department, Board of Trade), Profes- 
sor W. A. Robson (Department of Politics 
and Public Administration, London School 
of Economics), K. T. Spencer, MICE, 
FRAeS, ACGI (Chief Scientist, Ministry of 
Fuel and Power), Dr. R. F. Tredre (Deputy 
Director, Ross Institute of Tropical Hygiene) 
and Professor J. Wreford Watson (Depart- 
ment of Geography, Uniwersity of Edin- 
burgh). 

Arrangements have been made by the 
Colonial Office for a group of more than 50 
members of the colonial service to take part 
in the conference. 


Among those from other parts of the 
Commonwealth who will be attending the 
conference will be: J. A. Austin (Director 
of Agriculture, Gambia), F. E. Degazon 
(representing the Government of Jamaica), 
A. Hepburn Smith (Permanent Secretary, 
Ministry of Finance, Gold Coast), D. R. 
Jones (Chief Industrial Officer, Department 
of Secondary Industries, Eastern Region, 
Nigeria), T. M. Kodwo Mercer (Commis. 
sioner for the Gold Coast in London, 
Lincoln Page (Senior Architect, Singapore 
Improvement Trust), T. Swaminathan, ICS 
(Minister (Economic) Indian High Commis- 
sion in London), who will lead the Indian 
delegation to the conference. 

The Volta River Valley Project in the 
Gold* Coast and the work of the Indian 
Community Development Projects Admin- 
istration will be the subjects of two of the 
four main conference sessions. The open: 
ing lectures for these sessions will be 
delivered by Mr. John G. Liverman (of the 
Volta River Preparatory Commission) and 
by Mr. T. Swaminathan. 

The conference is sponsored by several 
universities, institutes and colleges in 
Britain and the United States. The organis- 
ing work is in the hands of a Preparatory 
Committee under the chairmanship of Pro- 
fessor Robert Gardner-Medwin. Further 
inquiries will be welcomed at the telephone 





number: Ealing 8914. 
GLOUCESTERSHIRE DEVELOPMENT 
The Minister of Housing and Local 


Government has approved with modifica- 
tions the development plan for the County 
of Gloucestershire. 
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BAR-BENDING UNIT 

HE “ Laco”” power-operated bar-bending 

machine recently introduced to the 
market by Lawler Ayers and Co., Ltd., 54, 
Old Broad-street, EC2, is understood to be 
capable of handling round bars up to 1} in. 
diameter of mild carbon steel. With 
harder-grade steel the capacity of the 
machine is reduced in proportion to the 
higher tensile strength. Two turntables are 
provided, which revolve at different speeds. 
This enables the bending operation to be 
carried on at the highest speed consistent 
with the size of the bar. By means of the 





small pins fitted in the perimeter of the 
slow turntable, an accuracy of better than 
five degrees is possible, as well as up to 
1/16 in. owing to the lever adjustment 
screws, Identical forms can be repeatedly 
obtained on bars of the same diameter, and 
an automatic stop device allows a high pro- 
duction rate. It can be supplied with either 
clectric or petrol power units. 
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WORK IN PROGRESS on the 
recently completed — research 
laboratories at the ICI Paints 
Division at Slough. Basically, 
the structure is a precast con- 
crete framework on continuous 
strip foundations. All main 
beams were prestressed and the 
columns are of normal r.c. con- 
struction. The main beams were 
erected as plain 27 in. by 12 in. 
wide pretensioned units 45 ft. 
long and, in certain cases (the 
first floor beams and certain 
roof beams), ducts were cast in 
with cables for subsequent post- 
tensioning by the Gifford-Udall 
system. After erection and curing 
of the structural slab, post ten- 
sioning was carried out on the 
resultant composite ““T”’ beams. 
Main columns were designed 
with suitable pockets for erection 
in one piece and so shaped that 
they were finally set completely 
flush in the 13% in. cavity wall 
panels and plastered over. 


CHANGE OF NAME 

The activities and trading of the United 
Strip and Bar Mills are now being carried 
out in the name of their former associate, 
Steel, Peech and Tozer, a branch of the 
United Steel Companies, Ltd., of Sheffield. 
BROCHURE ON LIFTS 

An illustrated brochure, specially prepared 
for the dollar markets, has been issued by 
Marryat and Scott, Ltd., of Hounslow, Mid- 
dlesex. Dealing with their range of lifts, 
it has also been found of interest in this 
country and additional copies have been 
printed for home distribution. 
AUSTRIAN LIFTS 

Mr. Ian Henderson has been appointed 
British agent to the Vienna lift manufac- 
turers, Wertheim. A feature of these lifts 
are interiors lined with heavily-reeded alu- 
minium in anodised gold, which looks rich 
but does not scratch. Delivery time, we 
understand, is about seven months. 


PULLEY BLOCKS 
Information on their hand - powered 
enclosed pulley blocks has been published 


by the Vaughan Crane Co., Ltd., West 
Gorton, Manchester 12, in the form of a 
leaflet. These pulley blocks, fitted with 


machine-cut gears, have a load range of 
from one-half to five tons. 
LIQUID STORAGE 

An illustrated brochure describing their 
pressed steel tanks has been published by 
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Braithwaite and Co. Structural, Ltd., “‘ The 
Moorings,” Church-road, Great Bookham, 
Surrey. Employing a unit system of con- 
struction, these tanks have been used all 
over the world for liquid storage, including 
both industrial and municipal applications. 
A technical section is included in the publi- 
cation, and an advisory service is made 
available by the company. 


CONTEMPORARY DOORS 


A new range of doors in contemporary 
design are illustrated in the new,“ Doors 
Catalogue” issued by Gliksten Doors, Ltd. 
Framed in softwood, with an infilling of 
hardwood, these doors can be finished attrac- 
tively with a contrasting painted surround. 
Doors veneered with West African cedar or 
English oak are also illustrated, as well as 
a range of door furniture supplied under the 
company’s fitted door service. To ensure a 
high standard of workmanship, the company 
carries out slamming tests on doors selected 
at random from the production line. Some 
are understood to have withstood without 
failure over 40,000 slams under these tests. 
These processes and tests carried out during 
manufacture are also outlined in this cata- 
logue, which can be obtained from the com- 
pany’s offices at Carpenters-road, Stratford, 
E15. 


NEW PHONE NUMBERS 
The telephone number of the Mosaic and 


Terrazzo Precast Co. (Staines), Ltd., has 
been changed to Ashford (Middx.) 4031. 

British Insulated Callender’s Cables, Ltd., 
announce that from Monday next the tele- 
phone number of their London branch sales 
office, 10-14, White Lion-street, London, N1, 
will be Terminus 2701. 





THIS REMOTE CONTROL EXTENSO- 
METER is designed as a gauge for the accurate 
measurement of strain and deflections, pressures 
and temperatures in remote or inaccessible 
parts of engineering structures and large con- 
crete and earth works. Transmitting elements 
are available for embedding in the latter works 
to measure strain in the concrete or the 
pore water pressure. The Maihak MDS 3, as 
it is known, has already been selected for the 
instrumentation of the Dokan Dam, now under. 
construction for the Iraq Government Board 
and designed by Binnie, Deacon and Gourley, 
of London. It is being distributed in the UK by 
Smail Sons and Co., Ltd., 62, Robertson- street, 
Glasgow, C2. 


H 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 
FLOOR-WARMING AT EXETER 
PARTIES of architects have been visiting 

- Exeter to see the installation of the 
““Panelec” system of floor-warming in the 
South-Western Electricity Board’s new ser- 
vice centre, now under construction in 
Bedford-street, Exeter. The system consists 
of insulated heating elements operating at 
full mains voltage, which are drawn into 
“D-shaped cable housings embedded in 
the floor screed, and is designed to maintain 
comfort® by low-temperature radiation (the 
actual floor temperature being 75 deg. F.). 
PLASTICS PROTECTION 

The new 15-storey Carlton Hotel at 
Tyler, Texas, has had all its exterior wall 
surfaces coated with a polyvinyl plastics 
substance. This is designed to perform the 
double duty of protecting the walls from the 
effects of sun and rain, and also of making 
it immune to fire from outside sources. The 
cost of the work, which took six men six 
weeks to carry out, was £5,000. The Carl- 
ton Hotel is the first building in the United 
States to be treated in this manner. 


VIBRATIONS IN BUILDINGS 


Building Research Station Digest No. 78, 
entitled ‘“ Vibrations in Buildings,” states 
that at the moment there does not appear 
to be any effective yet inexpensive means of 
isolating a complete building from vibra- 
tions of comparatively low frequency. 
Occasionally it may be possible to isolate 
one part of a building containing the source 
of vibration from the remainder, but except 
in extreme cases it is best to deal with 
the problem at source. Copies of the digest, 
price 3d., from the Stationery Office. 


WIDMA CONFERENCE 


The autumn conference and luncheon of 
the Wallboard Importers’, Distributors’ and 
Merchants’ Association of the United 
Kingdom is to take place at the Marine 
Hotel, North Berwick, on October 5. The 
WIDMA annual golf tournament will be 
held on the following day at the New Club 
Golf Course, North Berwick, and an 
informal dinner will be held in the evening. 
Details from the Secretary, at 3-4, Newgate- 
street, EC1. 


THE NEW PLANNING ACT 


The Ministry of Housing and Local 
Government have issued a circular (No. 40/ 
55) calling attention to certain respects in 
which the work of authorities concerned 
with planning is affected by the provisions 
of Parts II and V of the Town and Country 
Planning Act, 1954. The points to which 
attention is drawn are:— (i) the supply of 
information to authorities about possible 
compensation; (ii) the terms of planning 
decisions; (iii) the recovery of payments 
already made, in the event of development 
being carried out; and (iv) the need for 
prompt information from authorities about 
decisions already given on which claims for 
«compensation are made. 


WELDING DESIGN COURSE 


A series of evening lectures, dealing with 
the design, metallurgical and _ practical 
aspects of welded structures and fabrications 
will be held at the Young Men’s Christian 
Association, Swansea, commencing Septem- 
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ber 14. Similar courses are to be held during 
the winter months at London, Glasgow. 
Cardiff and Bilston, and will be given by 
members of the Quasi-Arc Co. Particulars 
from the Constructional Design Department 
of the Quasi-Arc Co., Ltd., Bilston, Staffs. 


RESTRICTIVE PRACTICES 


A Lancashire County Council committee 
dealing with building contracts has decided 
that firms shall not be allowed to be on its 
list of building contractors unless they 
promise not to engage in restrictive practices 
condemned by the Monopolies Commission 


BIRMINGHAM PREFABS 

The Minister of Housing has informed 
Birmingham City Council that he will 
extend the life of the prefabs in the city’s 
parks and recreation grounds for another 
ten years, until December 31, 1965. The 
decision follows a public inquiry in Birm- 
ingham on June 22, held by a Ministry 
official. The Corporation’s plea to retain 
the prefabs was unopposed at the inquiry. 
Some 515 prefabs are thus reprieved for a 
further decade. , 
IOS LECTURES 

A lecture on “ Final Accounts” has been 
arranged by the Institute of Quantity Sur- 
veyors, and will be given by A. J. Willis, 
FRICS, on September 26, at Caxton Hall, 
Westminster, SWI. Subsequent lectures 
arranged by the Institute, to be given at 
their headquarters, 98 Gloucester-place, 
WI, will include the following: ‘“ Survey- 
ing and Levelling,’ by C. N. McMillan 








THE ORIGINAL 


JOINTLESS FLOOR 


IN MANY COLOURS 
PLAIN OR MARBLE 


ALSO 


ALL OTHER TYPES OF 
FLOORS SUPPLIED AND 
LAID IN ANY PART OF 
ENGLAND AND WALES 


OFFICES & WORKS: 

LONDON: VICTORIA 6176 Sales Office (2 lines) 
MOLESEY 6011 (3 lines) 
BIRMINGHAM: EDGBASTON 1178 (2 lines) 
BRIDGEND, GLAM.: BRID. 736 
MANCHESTER: DEANSGATE 5971 
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(October 10); “ Accountancy,” by , p 
Ide, AIQS (October 25); “ Quantities,” py 
G. Chrystal Smith, AIQS, AIAS (Novem. 
ber 7); ‘“ Law of Contract,” by M. Chavasse 
Barrister-at-Law (November 29); “ Estimat. 
ing,” by G. Chrystal Smith, AIQS, AAs 
(January 23); “Landlord and Tenant,” py 
N. C. Abbey, LAMTPI (February 7); ang 
* Arbitration,” by J. L. Creese, Barrister. 
at-Law (February 27). All lectures wil 
commence at 6.30 p.m. on the day stated. 
CRICKET 

In the cricket match played by the 
Institute of Builders’ Licentiate Discussion 
Club against Messrs. Higgs and Hill, Ltd. 
at Bickley Park, Kent, on July 31, the toss 
was won by Higgs and Hill, who batted 
first. The scores were: Messrs. Higgs and 
Hill, Ltd., 227; IOB Licentiate Discussion 
Club, 156 for four wickets. The result was 
match drawn. 
GOLF SUCCESS 

The Ministry of Works and the London 
Master Builders Association Golfing Socie. 
ties met on July 26 for their annual match 
on St. George’s Hill Course, Weybridge. A 
keenly contested match resulted in a win 
for the Ministry by 6} matches to 5}. 


RESEARCH APPOINTMENT 


Sir Alan A. Saunders, OBE, has been 
appointed chairman of the National 
Research Development Corporation in suc- 
cession to Sir Percy Mills, Bt, KBE, who 
has relinquished the chairmanship for bus- 
ness reasons. Sir Alan has been a member 
of the Corporation since June, 1954. His 
appointment as chairman is for four years. 


MEMORIAL TO PIONEER AIRMEN 


The Eastchurch Memorial to Pioneer 
Airmen (illustrated in our issue of June 4, 
1954) was officially unveiled by Marshal of 
the Royal Air Force Lord Tedder, GCB, on 
July 25. Mr. Sidney Loweth, FSA, FRIBA, 
was the honorary architect, and Mr. Hilary 
Stratton, FRBS, was the sculptor. 
EMPLOYMENT IN BUILDING 

During June, the numbers employed in 
building and contracting rose by 3,000 toa 
total of 1,460,000, according to the Ministry 
of Labour and National Service. At the 
end of the month the number in civil 
employment was 22,890,000, 290,000 more 
than at the same date last year, and 
unemployment (185,000, representing 0.9 per 
cent.) was the lowest since the war. 


LIVERPOOL OVERSPILL 
Sites in Lancs and Cheshire 
THE LiverRPooL City Architect and Hous- 





} 


ing Director, Dr. Ronald Bradbury, FRIBA, | 


AMTPI, has recently completed a survey 
of the city. In a special report to the Hous- 
ing Committee he points out that by the end 
of 1958 no further land will be available for 
house building. It is stated that there is 
only enough vacant land at present avail- 
able for municipal housing for about 3,000 
dwellings within the city boundary, The 
present levél of allocation and completion 
is running at over 3,000 dwellings a yea 

Dr. Bradbury suggests that negotiations 
start immediately with Lancashire and 
Cheshire county authorities to see what 
remedy can be found. 
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DEVELOPMENTS IN 
CHINA 


Vast Yellow River Project 
From a Special Correspondent 


THE turbulent waters of the 3,600-mile 
long Yellow River, scourge of China 
for thousands of years, are at long last to 
be controlled by concrete and steel. Huge 
dams are to be erected at various points on 
the river, and power projects will harness 
the might from the waters for industries 
which are planned for the next 50 to 100 
years. Many foreign engineers and builders 
have displayed inordinate interest in the 
outline of the conquest of the Yellow River 
made a few weeks ago by Teng Tzu-hui, 
Vice Premier of the Chinese State Council, 
and with the recent mitigation of inter- 
national tension it is more than possible that 
outside assistance will be sought for this 
mammoth task. 

An enormous amount of work of recon- 
naissance, surveying, geological investiga- 
tion, drilling, hydrological observation and 
survey of regional economy has already been 
carried out by personnel of various depart- 
ments concerned in the whole Yellow River 
basin. A total of 16,000 kilometres of the 
main river and tributaries have been sur- 
veyed, including the head waters, and topo- 
graphical maps have been made of a total 
area of 85,000 square kilometres. One hun- 
dred tentative dam sites have been selected 
along the main river, and 344 holes have 
been bored at 27 dam sites. 


PLANNING COMMISSION 

A few years ago, after a joint investigation 
by Soviet and Chinese engineers, a Yellow 
River Planning Commission was formed and 
with the aid of the Ministry of Water Con- 
servancy and the Ministry of Fuel, plan- 
ning and designing works for the harness- 
ing of the Yellow River were put into opera- 
tion. What is called the multi-purpose 
harnessing plan for the Yellow River in- 
cludes an over-all plan and a first-phase 
plan. The former is what can be described 
as a “ staircase development.” This entails 
the building of a series of dams on the main 
Tiver to convert it into a sort of staircase 
which will control the flow of water. By 
this means the middle reaches of the Yel- 
low River, from the Lungyang gorge above 
Kweiteh, in Chinghai Province, to Taohuayu 
at Chengkao, in Honan Province, will be 
divided into four sections and utilised in 
keeping with the characteristics of the river. 
In the territory surrounding the first section 
—that is from Lungyang gorge to Ching- 
tung gorge in Chinchi County, Kansu Pro- 
vince—huge industries are envisaged for the 
future, The water resources are rich, and 
mineral wealth abounds. Power stations 
will be built here as well as irrigation pro- 
jects, Several million pounds will be 
invested in industry. The second section, 
which runs from Chingtung gorge to 
Hokowchen in the autonomous regions of 
Inner Mongolia, will be mainly irrigated. 
As the river is wide at this point, there are 
Plans for facilitating navigation, and small 
Ports will be a main feature of this territory. 
The third section stretches from Hokowchen 
to Yumenkow in Hotsin, Shansi Province. 
As the slope of the river bed is very sharp 
here there is little likelihood that dams and 
reservoirs will be built. Instead, hydropower 
Projects are to be erected once reservoirs 
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have been built. The fourth section from 
Yumenkow to Taohswau is close to the 
industrial areas of Shansi, Honan, and 
Shensi Provinces and the main tasks here 
will be flood control and power generation. 


STAIRCASE DEVELOPMENT 


On the basis of this detailed surveying and 
minute study, the plan of staircase develop- 
ment of the Yellow River has indicated San- 
men gorge in Shanhsien County as the site 
for the construction of the largest and most 
important multi-purpose project for flood 
control, power generation and irrigation. 
This huge dam will be about 90 metres or 
approximately 300 ft. high and will retain 
the river water to an elevation of about 
1,000 ft. above sea level. The river water 
which is to be held back will form a huge 
reservoir containing 36,000 million cubic 
metres of water, second only to the largest 
reservoir in the world, the Kuibyshev Reser- 
voir in the USSR. In addition, large 
multi-purpose water conservancy projects 
will be built at the Lungyang gorge, Chishih 
gorge (in the Huangnan Tibetan Autono- 
mous Region) in Chinghai Province and 
Liukia gorge (Yungching) and Heishan 
gorge (Chungwei), in Kansu Province among 
which the Liukia gorge reservoir will have 
a capacity of 4,900 million cubic metres. 

To co-ordinate with the plan for the stair- 
case development of the main Yellow River, 
many reservoirs are scheduled to be built on 
the main tributaries of the river. A small 
number of these will be multi-purpose 
projects but the majority are for the pur- 
pose of retaining the silt on the tributaries. 
When building is completed, it is estimated 
that 46 dams in the main river will provide 
a capacity of 23 million kilowatts, with an 
average annual output of 110,000 million 
kw of electricity, equivalent to ten times 
the Chinese nation’s total electric power out- 
put last year. In addition, heavy river traffic 
will be able to sail from the estuary of the 
Yellow River to Lanchow and this will in 
turn necessitate the construction of the usual 
buildings and warehouses that line a busy 
river. So much for the over-all plan. 


MULTI-PURPOSE PROJECTS 
The first-phase plan stipulates that multi- 
purpose projects will first be built at 
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selected areas which will play a decisive role 
in preventing floods in the lower reaches of 
the Yellow River. Then, in order to check 
the silt of the various tributaries above the 
Sanmen gorge—so as to protect the pro- 
jected Sanmen gorge reservoir—five reser- 
voirs will be built at appropriate sites along 
the Chingho, Hulu, North Loho, Wuting and 
Yen Rivers, and another five smaller reser- 
voirs will be erected along the appropriate 
smaller tributaries. During this period of 
construction, multi-purpose reservoirs will be 
built on the Fonho and Paho Rivers. This 
work is to be started almost immediately as 
construction of the Sanmen gorge reservoir 
and the hydro-electric station is scheduled 
to begin in 1957 and to be completed by 
1961. According to preliminary estimates 
the investment of £746,000,000 is required 
for the completion of the first phase of the 
multi-purpose Yellow River harnessing 
plan. The Ministries included in the scheme 
are the Ministry of Water Conservancy, the 
Ministry of Fuel Industries, the Ministry of 
Geology, the Ministry of Heavy Industry, 
the Ministry of Machine Building, the 
Ministry of Agriculture, the Ministry of 
Forestry, the Ministry of Communications, 
and the Ministry of Railways. All these 
are centred on Peking, and UK contractors 
and suppliers should write direct to the 
Chinese Ministries concerned. The Academy 
of Sciences is also concerned with the 
project. 

Discussing this vast plan with a spokes- 
man of “People’s China,” our correspon- 
dent raised the question of technical and 
material aid from Great Britain. The pos- 
sibility certainly was not ruled out. Given 
a long period of peace, the Yellow River 
Project may well become an _ international 
feat of constructional brilliance and enter- 
prise. 


HOUSING IN LANCASHIRE 
Whitefield Overspill 


THE POPULATION of Whitefield, Lancs, 
might be increased by almost 50 per cent. 
within the foreseeable future if plans at 
present being considered at county level 
come to fruition, writes a correspondent. 
The new residents will be accommodated in 
2,000 houses to be built in Whitefield for 
Manchester’s “ overspill ’ population, stated 
the report of the Lancashire County Coun- 
cil’s Parliamentary Committee, which the 
County Council accepted in principle on 
July 28. The main proposals are:— 

(1) Whitefield and the Lancashire County 
Council, together to be responsible for pro- 
viding 450 houses on the “ Worsley 
formula ”’; 

(2) Manchester City Council to develop 
the remainder of the available land, which is 
believed to be sufficient for between 1,300 
and 1,500 houses. 

The proposals are subject to satisfactory 
financial arrangements regarding the pro- 
vision of main sewerage. 

The “* Worsley formula ” is the Lancashire 
County Council's sv>eme to deal with the 
financial »rsblem such projects bring to the 
local authorities and is so named because 
of its successful application in overspill 
building at Worsley. In effect it prevents the 
local authority from sustaining financial 
loss or reaping any benefit. In other words, 
the local rates would not be affected. 
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[From Our Own Correspondents] 


BURMA.—The Burmese authorities are 
to employ Russian architects as consultants 
for the Internationa] Industries Fair, which 
is to be held in Rangoon in 1956-57. This 
project envisages permanent exhibition 
buildings, an international conference hall. 
a state hotel and a sports stadium. 


CANADA.—At Hinton, 200 miles west 
of Edmonton, Alberta, a new model town 
is planned to house-pulp mill workers at a 
$30m. mill now under construction. At the 
start 2,500 persons have to be housed, 
increasing to a total population of 5,000. 

The Canadian construction 
reports that construction contract awards 
reached a record peak for the first six 
months of 1955. Total construction awards 
were $1,340,014,300 which was $377m. 
higher than for the same period last year. 
Cumulative awards covering the four con- 


industry 


struction categories were as_ follows: 
Residential, $564,669,000; Business, 
$339,194,100; Industrial, $135,293,700. and 


Engineering, $300,857,500. 


PLYWOOD INQUIRY 

* Mr. Clifford Spiller, vice-president in 
charge of production of Douglas Furniture 
Corporation, 5555 West 65th Street, Chicago 
8, Illinois, USA, would be interested in 
receiving quotations from United Kingdom 
manufacturers of plywood for use in the 
manufacture of “Dinette Sets.” The ply- 
wood chiefly used is an eleven-ply birch 
board having a No. 1 sanded finish on the 
face side and a No. 2 or No. 3 finish on 
the reverse side. Manufacturers interested 
in this inquiry should write by air mail direct 
to Mr. Spiller, quoting prices in US currency 
cif Chicago. 

Telephone inquiries to Chancery 4411, 
Ext. 776, quoting ref: ESB/16110/55. 


BUILDER’S CANADIAN SUBSIDIARY 


Richard Costain, Ltd., has established a 
Canadian subsidiary—the Dolphin Develop- 
ment Co.—and has launched its first housing 
sub-division in Canada. 

Earlier, Costain had purchased the Leeds 
Construction Co., a general contracting firm 
of Toronto which does other types of build- 
ing. 

Dolphin Development will build 118 
houses on a 50-acre sub-division at Streets- 
ville, near Toronto, at prices claimed to be 
“ startling.” 

TIMBER RESEARCH 

Two investigations which form part of 
the current programme of utilisation 
research on which the Timber Development 
Association is engaged are expected to yield 
important information for designers and 
builders. The first of these, which is con- 
cerned with bonding media for wood block 
floors, is designed to solve problems posed 
by the growing use of panel heating. The 
second project, which in due course should 
furnish data on the durability and weather- 
ing characteristics of various timbers. jis 
related to the Association’s efforts to pro- 
mote the wider use of timber for exterior 
wall cladding, especially on the upper floors 
of houses. 
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Scottish Housing Statement 
N the first six months of this year, 16,813 
new houses were completed in Scotland. 
This is some 3,000 fewer than the record 
total set up in the same period in 1953 
and 1954. 

Completions during the quarter April- 
June were 8,671, and of these 7,771 were 
built by the local authorities, the Scottish 
Special Housing Association and the New 
Town Development Corporation. Private 
enterprise built 736 new houses, less than 
10 per cent. of the total. 

The quarterly housing 
Department of Health for Scotland 
(HMSO, price 9d.) was published on 
August 4, and shows that at the end of 
June this year there were 36,107 houses 
under construction compared with 36.062 at 
the end of March and 39,963 at the same 
date last year. 

In the six months to the end of June this 
year 1,300 houses were improved with the 
aid of an improvement grant. A further 149 
houses were converted or adapted with 
Exchequer assistance. These totals are higher 
than for any previous six-months’ period. 
Nearly all the work was carried out by 
private owners. 

The following table shows the number 
of houses completed in Scotland in the first 
six months of each of the last seven years:— 


return of the 











Public Private 
Authorities Enterprise Total 
1948 8,688 795 9,483 
1949 12,615 698 13,313 
1950 12,562 354 12,916 
1951 10,240 570 10,810 
1952 13,159 1,061 14,220 
1953 18,175 1,332 19,507 
1954 18,498 1,419 19,917 
1955 15,193 1,620 16,813 
e e 
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For many years Tretol Ltd. have been among the 
foremost suppliers of cold-applied bitumen damp- 
proof membrane treatments for solid concrete 
floor construction. Their recommended technique 
consists of one application of Tretol Bituminous 
Solution No. 202T (thin) followed by one appli- 
cation of Tretol Bituminous Solution No. 200T 
(thick). This system provides a perfectly moisture 
and moisture vapour-proof film, requiring no 
special skill in application. The materials are 
supplied ready for use, no pre-heating being 
necessary. 

Hundreds of thousands of houses have been 
built incorporating the Tretol cold-applied bitu- 
minous damp-proof course treatment in solid 
concrete floors, and it is specified by most of the 
leading housing authorities and architects 
throughout the country. The diagram shows a 
typical example of the method by which this 
treatment, is incorporated in floor construction. 


Detailed specifications can be obtained from: 


TRETOL LTD., 
Bituminous Section, Tretol House, 
The Hyde, London, N.W.9. 
Telephone : Colindale 7223 (10 lines) 
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Witten. 
SCOTTISH BUILDING 
TRADE WAGES 
OLLOWING re rates of Wages 
authorised by the Scottish Nationa| 
Joint Council as from April 18, 1955 
They apply to the whole of Scotland 
including the islands of Orkney 
Shetland, etc. 
Grade A: Craftsmen, 4s.; Labourers, 3s, Sid, 
For apprentices, the rates are: 


Percentage of For week of 


Year. Craftsman’s rate. 44 hours, 
Ss. d, 
Ist ae Ae ss eo 44 0 
2nd ‘cs 2 .. 334 58 8 
3rd F ws a6 oe 88 0 
4th ne .. 66% 117 4 
Sth ah 75 132 0 


For female labour, the rates are: 
Operatives on craft operations (at end of s, 4, 


probationary period) ie : 3 5} 
Operatives on labouring operations (at 
end of probationary period) ‘y «oe 











Aberdeen Bridge Project 

Work is likely to start within the next 
few months on the widening of the Bridge 
of Don, Aberdeen. 

The bridge carries the flow of traffic 
between Aberdeen and the Buchan ports of 
Fraserburgh and Peterhead, and is on one 
of the busiest routes leading from the city, 
The inadequacy of the present structure, 
built in 1830, with its 18-ft. carriageway and 
two 3-ft. pavements, has for long been caus- 
ing concern to Aberdeen Corporation and 
Aberdeen County Council. 

The bridge when reconstructed will have 
dual carriageways 20 ft. wide, two pave: 
ments of 10 ft. each and a central verge of 
6 ft., giving an overall width between par- 
pets of 66 ft. compared with the present 
24 ft. On the county side of the bridge the 
road has dual carriageways for several miles. 

When the first plans for an extension of 
the bridge were prepared in 1935 the estima: 
ted cost was £80,000. With increased costs 
of labour and materials it is estimated that 
the work will now cost £300,000. 


Paisley Rebuilding Scheme 
has begun a flim. rebuilding 
scheme. This will demolish 900 houses in 
the area bounded by Canal-street and 
George-street; only two per cent. of these 
are completely habitable and 77 per cent 
are one-or two-apartment houses. In their 
place the town will erect 400 modern flats. 
The importance of this scheme is that 
it is the first of its kind in Scotland to be 
approved by the Secretary of State for Scot- 
land as well as one of the largest rebuilding 
projects yet planned. It has the virtue of 
retaining this area for domestic needs, as 
against other policies which have depopula 
ted city centre areas willhout urgent rebuild 
ing. Site clearance is well advanced and a 


PAISLEY 





start will be made in the autumn on the | 


building of the first group of 85 houses 
and 16 shops. 


New Clan House 


THe foundation stone of a new Mo) 


Hall, the fourth home of the Clan Mac: | 


Kintosh, was laid on July 26 by Mrs. Mac 
Kintosh of MacKintosh, wife of the clan 
chief. The new building is only 100 yards 
from the present hall, on the shores of 
Loch Moy, 14 miles from Inverness. The 
new house is a two-storey building with 
four public rooms and six bedrooms, com 
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red with the present hall’s 66 apartments. 
It will be of grey granite from Burghead 
and the work will be carried out entirely 
by Inverness contractors. 


New Refuse Disposal Plant 

EDINBURGH Corporation has opened at 
Seafield-road Edinburgh, a new composting 
plant which may well have considerable 
importance on the future design of refuse 
disposal plants. The new unit is the first 
British installation to take dry refuse, mix 
it with sewage sludge and mechanically 
convert the two into garden compost. 

Opened by the Minister of State for Scot- 
land, the new plant is the Dano system, 
used fairly extensively on the Continent, 
and the importance of this development lies 
in the fact that waste can be made to pay 
for itself. It largely disposes of incinera- 
tors and other requirements, can be worked 
with a minimum of labour and produces an 
organic compost equal to good farmyard 
manure. Output of the Edinburgh 100-ton 
capacity unit is 20 tons per day, and repay- 
ment of the capital cost at £2 per ton, will 
take only some six to seven years. 


NEW BUILDINGS 


Aberdeen.—Plans are in hand for new Protestant 
Primary School, also janitor’s house, at the Mastrick 
housing development area (sub section U2). Archi- 
tects: J. A. O. Allan, Ross & Allan (F&A), 10, Bon 
Accord-sq,, Great Western-rd., Aberdeen. 

Argylishire.—Plans are in hand for houses at Oban, 
of two, three, and four apartments, at Tweeddale-st., 
Serbay-rd., and Glenfruit. Council A.: Angus A: 
Beaton (F), Master of Works Offices, Municipal 
Buildings, Oban. 

Clackmannanshire.—Plans have been passed for Co- 
operative Society buildings at Alloa’s Fairyburn hous- 
ing development scheme, for the Alloa Co-operative 
Society, Ltd., Mar-st. offices, Alloa. 

Cleland.—Lanarkshire CC is to have plans prepared 
for a comprehensive scheme of houses at the Knowe- 
noble housing development site. Architect: Samuel 
MacColl (A), County-buildings, Beckford-st.. Hamil- 
con West. 

Dumbartonshire.—Plans prepared by their archi- 
tects have received approval, including canteen, and 
other buildings at their warehouse site Castle-st., 
Dunbarton, for Messrs. Heron, Walker & Sons (Scot- 


land}, Ltd., distillers, High-st., Dunbarton. 
Fifeshire.—Plans prepared ‘by BBC architects for 
the East Lomond TV Station, Fife, have received 


tentative approval. : ’ 
Gala Water.—Plans are in the hands of the archi- 
tects of Mid Lothian Council for 52 houses at the 


Gala Housing Site. Architect: A. Bertram (A), 
County-buildings, 32 Palmerston-pl., Westend, Edin- 
burgh. 

Glasgow.—Church for the Archdiocese of Glas- 


gow will be erected at Merrylee-rd., Merrylee. Archi- 
tect: Thomas S. Cordiner, (A), West George-st., 
Glasgow ; 

Glasgow.—Plans have been approved for new build- 
ings for Messrs. J. & G. Cadden, Dumbarton-rd., to 
be erected at Dyke-rd. Architect: Archibald G. Jury 
(F), Architectural & Planning Department, Glasgow 
Cross, Glasgow. 


Glasgow.—Plans have been prepared for the addi- 
tions and alterations to the City Kingston Halls. 
Architect: Archibald G. Jury (F), Architectural & 


Planning Department, The Trongate, Glasgow. 
Hamilton.—Plans have been approved for the erec- 
tion of ew atea offices and alteration of existing 
premises at i137, Almada-st., Hamilton, by the South 
of Scotland Electricity Board, estimated cost £117,950. 
Kilmarnock.—Plans have been provisionally ap- 
proved for Corporation cleansing department for 
new depot including garage at £32,000, storage block 
at £10,000, four houses at £1,500 each, welfare depart- 


ment at £18,000, various additions at £15,000, and 
administrative buildings, at £3,500. Council A: N. S. 
Sutherland (F), Quantity Surveyor: H. W. MacColl, 


Master of Works Offices, Council Buildings, Kilmar- 
nock. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared for new 
office buildings for The Clyde Crane & Engineering 
Co., Ltd., at their Mossend Engineering Works, Belis- 
hill. Architects: G. L. Thomson, 16 New Walk- 
terrace, York. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans have been prepared and ap- 
proved for additions at the Norston Industrial Estate 
by and for the Rolls Royce Co., Ltd., Hillington 
Industrial Estate, Renfrewshire. 

Naira.—Plans are in hand for reconstruction and 
additions to the Corporation Swimming Baths, at an 
estimated cost of over £16,000. Council A.: J 
Webster (F), Master of Works Offices, Municipal- 
buildings, Nairn. 

Stirlingshire.—Plans prepared by their own_ archi- 
tects have been approved by Falkirk Dean of Guild 
Court for extensions to be erected at Gowan-ave. Iron 
Works. Grahamston, for the Grahamston Iron Co.. 
Ltd., Falkirk. 
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FUTURE CONSTRUCTION 





Full details of Public Appointments open will be 


found in the Advertisement pages of this and 


previous issues. 
CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not included in 
this list see previous issues. Those with an asterisk 
are advertised in this number. The dates at the heads 
of paragraphs are those for the submission of tenders; 
a dagger (t) denotes closing date for applications; the 
name and address at the end refer to the person from 
whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


AUGUST 13. 
*tEast Suffolk CC.—Police house at Marlesford. 
County A., County Hall, Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 
AUGUST 17. 
*+Bristol City C.—Four public conveniences. J. 
Nelson Meredith (F), City A 
*tDurham CC.—Erection of family group homes 
at Billingham, Lanchester and Middlestone Moor. 
County A. 


*tHertford RDC.—29 dwellings at Hertford Heath. 
C, Wallfields, Pegs-la., Hertford. Dep. £3. 


*tSherborne UDC.—New strong-room at Council 
Offices. Petter, Warren & Roydon Cooper, FF.RIBA, 
The Old Oxford Inn, West Hendford, Yeovil. Ten- 


ders by Sept. 3. 
AUGUST 18. 

*#St. Helens EC.—Alterations and extensions at 
Grange Park Sec. Tech. Sch (cost approx. £50,000). 
Director of Education, Education Offices. 

*+Surrey CC.—Three new schools and extensions 
to two schools. County A, Kingston-on-Thames. 


AUGUST 19. 


*tBeds EC.—Extensions, Goldington Green school; 


and alterations, Clapham school. County A, Bed- 
ford. 
AUGUST 22. 

*+East Sussex CC.—Erection of Ringmer County 
Sec. Sch. County A, County Hall, Lewes. 

*tMerton and Morden UDC.—Nine garages at 
Morden House, London-rd. C, Morden Hall. Dep. 
£5 3. 

*tTottenham BC. — 24 dwellings at Tewkesbury 
redevelopment area, phase IV. TC, Town Hall. 


Dep. £2 2s. 


QUARZITE 


A NATURAL STONE | 


IN STOCK 
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AUGUST 24. 
*tBeds CC.—Health centre, Farley Hill estate, 
Luton. County A, Bedford. 
*tDurham CC.—Family Group home, Boldon, 


Hartlepool. County A, Durham. 

*tHants CC. — Erection of Winchester Weeke 
County Jun. Sch. County A, The Castle, Win- 
chester. 

*tLeeds Regional Hospital Board. — Alterations, 
Castle Hill Sanatorium, Cottingham, E. Yorks. 
Architect to the Board, Park-parade, Harrogate. 
Dep. £2 2s. Tenders by Sept. 22. 


*tNorfolk EC.—Pig house and pair of cottages, 
Easton Hall, Norfolk. F. Lincoln Ralphs, Chief Ed. 
Officer, Stracey-rd., Norwich. 

*Walsall CBC.—24 maisonettes, Alfred-st., Blox- 
i M. E. Habershon, BE&S. 

AUGUST 25. 

*Glasgow Corpn.—246 houses at Castlemilk, Unit 
No. 4—areas D4, R4 and part O4 Architectural 
and Planning Dept., 20, Trongate. 

*tPortsmouth City.—20 flats (two contracts). 
A, 1, Western-par. Dep. £1 each. 


AUGUST 27. 

*Ross-on-Wye UDC.—Erection of 30 houses at 
Berryfield estate. George Laing & Young, 17a, New- 
market-st., Hereford. Dep. £2 2s. 

*tSt. Marylebone BC.—Applications invited fer 
inclusion on list of approved contractors for erection 
of = of flats. Housing Director, 128/134, Baker- 
Ris ei. 


City 


AUGUST 31. 
*Barnes BC.—Washing and greasing bay, Mortlake 
High-st. depot, SW14. W. R. Shepherd, BE&S. 


SEPTEMBER 3. 

*Haverhill UDC.—22 dwellings, North-av., Park- 
way estate, Burton End. J. C. Myers (L), High-st. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

The Dearne UDC.—Ten aged persons’ bungalows at 
Green Gate-cl. E&S, Council Offices, Bolton-upon- 
Dearne. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 5. 

*Smethwick CBC.—Conversion of 
st., Smethwick, into otfice premises. 


277-279, High- 
BE&S. Dep. 


Walton-la., 
Westfield-rd., 


Riding CC. — Fire station, 
County A, ‘* Bishopgarth,”’ 
Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 6. 
*Bletchley UDC.—Block of flats, Castles estate. 

J. E. Smithie, E&S. Dep. £5. 

SEPTEMBER 7. ; 
*Croydon CBC.—Alterations, Ecclesbourne girls’ 
school, Thornton Heath. Chief cd. Officer, 

Katherine-st. Dep, £1. 


“West 
Wetherby. 
Wakefield. 


*Dover BC.—12 flats, etc... Dour-st. BE. Dep. 
£2 23. 
SEPTEMBER 10. 
*Bournemouth CBC.—Conversion of day nursery 


to clinic at Hadow-rd., East Howe. Boro’ A, Room 
106. Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 12. 
*Cuckfield RDC.—Six garages and 4 bungalows, 
Barn Close, Pease Pottage. A. Hutchings, E&S. 


Dep. £2 2s. 
SEPTEMBER 13. 
*Salford City C.—Changing accommodation, Scott- 
la. playing fields. City E. Dep. £2 2s. 


SEPTEMBER 14. _ ; 
*Bromsgrove UDC.—Six shops with maisonettes 
over, Charford estate. E&S. Dep. £3 3s. 


SEPTEMBER 19. 

*Cuckfield RDC.—New depot, 
Hutchings, E&S. Dep. £2 2s. 

SEPTEMBER 26. 

*Basingstoke BC.—69 garages and ancillary ap- 

proach road works at South Ham and South View 
estates. Boro’ A, Municipal-bldgs. Dep. £1 Is. 


SEPTEMBER 27. ’ 
“Ilford BC. Demolition of existing pumping 
station and small adjacent baths building and the 
erection of reinf. concrete and brickwork pumping 
station (value of contract approx. £100,000). BE&S, 
Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s. 


NO DATE 

*Gt. Yarmouth CBC.—Swimming pool, Marine- 
parade. BE, Town Hall. na 

*Kirkealdy Corp.—Crematorium, Dunnikier Park. 
C. D. Chapman, TC. ‘ 

*Whidey Bay.—Garage with showrooms and offices. 
Falconer & Prentice, 17a, Northumberland-sq., North 
Shields. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


AUGUST 18. 
*+Middleten BC.—Sanitary fittings for 68 houses 
and 36 flats at Hollin estate. Boro’ A. 
AUGUST 30. ; 
*Birmingham City C.—Steelwork for police station, 
Bradford-st. Sir Herbert J. Manzoni, City E&S. 
Dep. £2 2s. 


Hanlye-la. A. 





ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


*+Breconshire CC.—Resurfacing works at schools. 


Grammar/ Modern 
ear Williams @ ; 
“I Tanbadard Fynyad water supply 
lace Evans & Ptnrs., 
” Sti ur a -rd., ‘Penarth, 


Berkhamsted UDC.- 
I , \ _super-elevating curve in Kings-rd. 
at junction with Kingsdale-rd. 3 


ash footpath works, 


Lawford housing site. 


Ping tl Harbour Board (New Zealand). —Staze } of 


GENERAL BUILDING WORK 


—FLats AND MAISONETTES 


this land was availa Roane of the flats would be 


Highgate.--FLaTs.—MH&LG 
given to _— for the erection of a block of 6 


: side of Hampst ead Heath, 
in ~ grounds of their headquarter 





a? 


i 62 64, Reo Eines “St. 
; also 10 flats on the site of Nos. 
A has prepared sketch plans 


he erection of 30 flats on the site of Nos. 


The quantity Surveyor for these schemes 


-The erection of 12 houses 
W street off Squirrels l 
t A 








and TP conser it has been given. 


















to the Simoeed erection of 
in Front-la., Cranham 

Proposals have beer cn. 
roposals have been made 


the Front-la. housing 


TP approval given to pro- 





South Kensington 
to operat e the Cromwe! 


will take | over his new Post 
; triangular site caused by 
junction of the District Line ~~ Circle Line Railways 
outside Gloucester-rd. 





THE BUILDER 


Cromwell-rd. The site will be roofed over with a 
deck, upon which the air terminal and coach station 
will be built. The design of the deck would be done 
by London Transport Executive, and the air terminal 
project financed and developed by the airlines. 

St. Marylebone.—FLats, Houses.—About 9 acres 
of the Eyre estate in St. John’s Wood has been sold 
by the trustees for development by private enterprise. 
The value of the freehold land is believed to be over 


£250,000. The site is* between Lord’s and Swiss 
Cottage. on either side of Boundary-rd. to the east 
of Finchley-rd It continues through to St. John’s 


Wood Park and has been bought for a client by John 
Stacey, of Folkard and Hayward. Two blocks of 
flats are to be built facing Boundary-rd. There will 
also be more than 60 houses to sell at between 
£10,000 and £15,000, and the property will be called 
the St. John’s Wood Park estate. It will be developed 
to designs by Sir Thomas Bennett, of T. P. Bennett 
& Son, architects, 43, Bloomsbury-sq., WC1 


St. Marylebone. APPOINTMENT. — Hsg. Com. 


recommend that Arthur W. Kenyon, FRIBA, of 
Bedford-sq.. WC1,. be appointed architect for the 
Abercorn-pl./Violet Hills scheme. Also that W. C. 
Inman & Ptnrs.. 7, New-sq., WC2. be appointed 
QS for the housing scheme at Nos. 57-73, Boundary- 
rd 
(PROVINCIAL) 

Aldridge.—UDC propose construction of swimming 
bath. 


approved plans for depot and 
garage at rear of 244, Stockport-rd., Timperley, for 
Manchester and District Co-op. Bakeries, Ltd. 
Arnold (Notts).—UDC propose erection of 6 shops 
and 6 maisonettes at Oxclose Estate, £25.706 est 
Propose erection of central depot near Jubilee-rd. 


Altrincham.—TC 


Bangor.—Caernarvonshire and Anglesey Hosp. 
Management Comm. propose extensions to Gen. 
Hosp., £300,000 est. 


Barnsley.—Extensions to premises at Crookes-st., 
j 


for Qualters & Smith Bros., Ltd. A, Reynolds & 

Scott. 9. Albert-sq., Manchester. 
Billingham-on-Tees.—British Titan Products, Ltd., 

Kronos House, Coppergate, York, to erect workshop 


buildings on factory site at  Billingham.—Plans 
approved for pro posed £100,000 apprentices training 
school for ICI, Ltd. Firm prepared own plans 
Plans by County A, G. R. Clayton, Court-la., Dur- 
ham, for proposed sec, mod. sch. at East Marsh 
House-ave. for Durham CC have been approved, 

Billingham-on-Tees.—24 houses at Port Clarence. 
S, UDC, Billingham (A) 

Bingham (nr. Nottingham).—Roval Canadian Air 
Force are considering erection of 200 houses, 

Birkenhead.—TC propose construction of public 
swimming bath on Woodchurch Estate, £185,000 est 

Birmingham.—Bill Switchgear, Ltd., propose erec- 
tion of offices at Aston-la. Architect, A. J. Jesson, 
102, Colmore-row, Birmingham 

Boldon (Co. Durham).—UDC received Min. con- 
sent to use 11 acres of land at Whit burn tor erection 
of houses. Council’s S, Edmondson 

Brackley.—RDC approved layout for 16 houses at 
Farthinghoe and to negotiate tender with Hinkins & 
Frewin, Ltd.. Oxford, for erection of 18 houses at 
Middleton Cheney. 
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Brighouse.—BC approved plans: 8 
Hey-rd., Rastrick, for G. 
Brighton. — Scheme for alterations to Nationa) 
House, for Abbey National - sega Society, Dre 
pared by Ronald Ward & Pitnrs., architects 29, 
Chesham-pl., Belgrave-sq., SW1 = 
Chesterfield. —RDC propose erection 
on second part of Whittington Estate.—Watertight 
Fittings, Ltd., 4-10, Newbold-rd., propose rebuildin 
of works. A, W. A. Derbyshire, 26, Gluman Gate 
Darlington.—Darlington Dist. Hosp Management 
Comm. submitted to Reg. Hosp. Board, Newcastle. 
on-Tyne, scheme for building of orthopaedic wards 
with operating theatre at Darlington Memorial Hosp, 
Board’s Chief A, P, H, Knighton, MBE, ARIBA, 

Derby.—Platers & Stampers, Ltd., Propose erec. 
tion of factory on Industrial Estate. A, Elliott Cox 
& Ptnrs., 173, Buckingham Palace-rd., London, SWI. 

Dudley.—Darbys Brewery, Ltd., propose erection 
of licensed premises at Old Park Farm Estate. 4 
Webb & Gray, St. James-rd., Dudley. 4 

Eston—North Riding EC_ received approval to 
building of instalment of RC school, cost £32,186, 
County A (A). 

Gosport.—Pians for large factory, 
for Messrs. Ultra Electric, La. 
Ward & Ptnrs., architects, 2 
sq.. SWI. 
Houghton-le-Spring 
approval from Min. 


: houses at N 
Thompson & Son, se 


of 240 houses 


with office block, 
prepared by Ronald 
, Chesham-pl., Belgrave. 


(Durham).—UDC received 
to plans and estimates for 100 
houses, also community centre at Shiney-row. Sy. 
veyor (A).—UDC approved building of 58 houses 
and two shops and flats at  Hindsons-cres., cost 
£81,254, and four shops and flats at Fence Houses, 
cost £9,204, S (A). 

Huddersfield.—-TC to negotiate with George Wim. 
pey & Co., Ltd., London, for erection of 106 houses 
at Standiforth Estate, Moldgreen. 

Kildwick (Yorks).—Church Hall Comm. to com. 
mence work immediately on erection of hall. 4, 
Wales & Spencer, Skipton. 

Leeds.—TC approved in principle construction of 
central swimming baths fronting New York-rd. and 
adjoining Eastgate and Bridge-st., £400,000 est. Ap. 


proved outline plans for church at Manston-gdns., 
Cross Gates, for Free Church of England, Central 
Trust, London. 

Liverpool.—Peter Walker Cain, Ltd,, 105, Duke. 


st., propose extensions to mineral w ater department 
and other premises, including erection of 11 new 
PH, during course of next few years. £lm. est. 
Liverpool.—City A and Director of Housing pro- 
poses erection of five multi-storey point blocks on 
sites on the periphery of Sefton Park and at Brock. 
st., Kirkdale. Also to prepare working drawings for 
the erection of ten multi-storey tower blocks on the 
Kirkby Estate and seven blocks at Lee Park 
Lye (Stourbridge).\—GPO to commence 
shortly on erection of telephone exchange. 
Lytham St. Annes.—BC approved plans for 18 
small flats at Clifton-gdns. for Lytham St } 
Memorial Hsg. Assoc., Ltd.; recreation building 
Blackburn and District. Convalescent Home; 12 
bungalows and private garages at Chatham-ave. for 


work 








Messrs. Crawshaw Bros. 

Manchester.—TC propose erection of combined 
clinic at Brooklands, Northern Moor, Wythenshawe; 
occupation centre for mentally defective children at 
Victoria-av. East, Higher Blackley; home for aged 


Chorlton-cum-Hardy; approved 
Floats-rd. and Shady- 
Wythenshawe, for 


persons at Hardy-la., 
plans, office and workshop at 
la., Roundthorn Industrial Area, 
Robert Walker & Son (Manchester), Ltd. (A, J. W. 
Beaumont & Sons, 53, Spring Gardens, Manchester); 
approved new pavilion for Manchester Grammar 
Sch., Fallowfield (A, Francis Jones & Son, 178, 
Oxford-rd., Manchester); approved erection of two- 
storey shop at corner Stockport-rd./Richmond-gr., 
Longsignt, for G. Sturla & Son (A, Quiggin & Gee, 
11, Old Hall-st., Liverpool 3).—Fieldhouse & Ross, 
Ltd., Manchester, propose erection of 38 houses at 
Buckingham-rd., Buckingham-dr. and Stanford-rd 


Chorlton-cum-Hardy (A, E. E. Costello &  Asso- 
ciates, 126, Broad-st., Salford 6). 
Newcastle (Staffs)—RDC approved layout for 30 


houses at Hill Chorlton. 


Newcastle-on-Tyne,—EC’s building programme next 


vear will include five new schools. City i. Ken- 
yon, 18, Cloth-market 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—-Curley & Edwards, 11, Eldon- 


sq., been appointed QS by EC for proposed Firfield 
Boys’ Sch Gray & Ptnr., Camden-st., North 
Shields.—-EC plan construction of £35,000 swimming 
bath at Rutherford Grammar and High S chool. City 


A, G. Kenyon, 18, Cloth-market 
Newcastle-on-Tyne.—City A, George Kenyon, 18, 
Cloth-market, prepared sketch plans for three-form 


Estate 
Board 


sch. on North Kenton 
National Coal 


entry prim. 
Newton-le-Willows. 
sinking new colliery, £10m. est. 
Northwich.—RDC _ report that it is 
restore Beeston Castle, £35,000 est. 
Oldbury.—TC approved sketch plans for 
of aged persons’ bungalows on Cakemore 
Approved plans for erection of — room, 


propose 
proposed to 
erection 


Estate. 
lounge 


and toilets at Tat Bank-rd., Langley, for Trade Union 
Club. 

Oswestry. — TC approved erection of further 26 
houses in College-rd. area. 

Prestwich.—TC propose erection of Civic Hall at 
junction Bury New-rd./Hilton-la., £50,000. est 


Redcar (Yorks).—School for 100 educationally sub- 


normal children approved by Minister for 1956/57 
programme. £37,510. 

Redditch.—Worcs. CC prppose erection of school 
at Astwood Bank. 


Marland 
permission 


Rochdale.—52 
Hill by Marland 
granted by BC 


houses to be erected at 
Development Co. TP 
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—16 houses in Saltburn-la. for Skelton 
jon. 10usE 
aeeiton UDC. S (A). ; 

South Shields.—J. Rowell & Son, brewers, 143, 
Gateshead, seek permission to build new 


pen junction Harton-la,/Prince Edward-rd. to 
oo se “Imperial Hotel,’’ Union-alley. No plans 
eu pproved by local authority. 

a4 Shields.—Sanction granted by MOE for 
Bt second instalment of new Marine and 
Tech “College; marine mechanical engineering and 


jon wings; electrical and radio depts.; building 


od assembly hall—Fitting shop for J. Read- 
sor Sons, Ltd., shipbuildérs, L. J. Couves & 
po Carlisle House, Newcastle-on-Tyne.— 


‘iding development of Market-sq. _BE (A). 
et Kirbys West End Garage, Denton, pro- 
of petrol filling station on site between 
North Reddish. 


» erection 
poe ton-aV. and 457, Gorton-rd., 
Inquiry held. ne . 
Stockton-on-Tees. -Out-patients dept., two single- 
bed wards and one eight-bed ward. Cleveland Hosp. 
Management Com., Middlesbrough. Y 
" §tockton-on-Tees.—TC approved plans for work- 
shop and offices in Ross-rd. for J, H. Shouksmith 
« Sons. A. Biscomb & Ferrey, 12, Minister-yd., 
York.—Oxbridge Garage Co., Ltd., to erect garage, 
showrooms and stores at corner Oxbridge-ave. Eton- 
.—Plans being prepared by Kitching & Co., 21. 
Albert-rd.. Middlesbrough, for rebuilding shop and 
ofices in High-st. for W. Blackburn & Co., Ltd.— 
G. Evans, builder, 28, Bishopton-la., to erect houses 
in 3$ acres of land at Bishopton-rd. West, Stockton. 
“Readymixed Concrete, Ltd., Readymix House, 
London, SWI, to erect offices, workshops and con- 
crete mixing plant in Adam-st, Crossley & Son to 
xte depot in Bridge-rd. to plans by G, P 
Sainsby, 57, High-st.. Stockton.—M. Trotter, High- 
t xckton, A for proposed presbytery for Church 


=] 








ff St. Peter and Paul. 

Tamworth.—TC propose erection of 12 dwellings at 
Goostrey-rd. and 3 at corner of Chestnut-ave. 
Thornaby-on-Tees.—TC to erect 139 houses, shops, 
and garages at Village Green. BE, J. L. Watson, to 
prepare site plans.—G. P. Stainsby, 57, High-st., 
Stockton, A for proposed warehouse, lock-up garages, 
and motorcoach garage in George-st. for Smith & 


Perkins, Ltd., Norton, ; 
Wallsend.—Proposed extensions marine engineer- 
ine works of Richardsons Westgarth & Co., Ltd 


Wallsend, Sunderland and the Hartlepools, est. cost 


fim. 

Warrington.—-RC Auths. propose new Sec. Mod 
§ch., new church and church house in Orford area. 

ir Ministry propose erection of 100 married quarters 
for American airmen off Sycamore-la., Great Sankey, 
with further 200 houses later. 

West Riding. --CC to prepare plans for aged 
persons’ hostel off Barnsley-rd., Brodsworth, £38,320 





Wigan.—RDC approved plans for development of 
Shevington Hall Estate, for Barton & Sons, Ltd. 
Workington.—TC approved plans for erection of 
training centre at Moss Bay for Workington Iron and 
Steel Co., Ltd. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

* Denotes provisionally accepted. 

* Denotes recommended for acceptance. 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

(Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 
ments, 


Depart- 


Aldridge.—Erection of new ambulance station at 
Leighswood-rd. for Staffs CC: *E. A. Tebbett. Ltd. 
Annan (Dumfriesshire).—Preliminary site works at 
Chapelcross Power Station for Atomic Energy Autho- 
rity. Consulting Engrs: Merz and McLellan: *Taylor 

Woodrow, Ltd., £m. 

Arnold (Notts)—Houses at Oxclose Estate for 
UDC: (10) Granville Foster, 2a The Mount, Redhill, 
£13,855; (10) H. Parkinson and Sons, Ltd., Trent 
House, Hill View-rd.. Thornevwood. 

Ayr.—Church buildings for Church of the Good 
Shepherd at the Dalmilling site (est. cost: £40,000) 
Architect: Cowie & Terry (F), 5, Wellington-sq., 
he Sandgate, Ayr. Quantity Surveyors: Messrs. 
Foote & Macbride, 97, High-st., Avr. Excavation, 
brick, building, and allied works: *Thomas Findlay 
& Sons, Ltd., Horwood-pl., Mauchline; steel struc- 
tural engineering, and allied works; *Redpath, Brown 
& Co., Ltd., Wellington-st., Glasgow; plaster, lathing 








and allied works: *James Leggett & Sons, Ltd., 6, 
High-st., Maybole; joinery, carpentry, ironmongery, 
ind allied works: *Thomas Findlay & Sons, Mauch- 

heating engineering installation, and allied 








works: *James Boyd & Sons, Ltd., Macdougall-st., 
Paisley. 

Barking.—Frection of 29 flats in London-rd. and 
Donnington-ave., Barking. *Direct Labour 
Barrow-in-Furness.—Frection of new premises at 
Hartington-st. for the Barrow Co-operative Society, 
Lid: *CWS Building Department. Vere-st., Salford 
Blyth.—Site works and preliminary buildings of new 


Power station for the 
McAipine and Co., 
Bradford.—Erection of new slipper baths at 
Road for TC: *M. Harrison and Co. (Leeds), Ltd... 
Post Hill Quarries. Farnley. Leeds. Erection of 14 
blocks of S-storey flats and maisonettes and 14 garages 
Thorpe Edge Estate for TC: *Geo. Wimpey and 
Ltd., London, £257,107. 
British Railways.—The Fastern Reg 
lat the undermentioned contracts have 


Electricity Board Sir 
Newcastle-on-Tyne 





Robt 


Akam 








ion announce 
-en placed:—- 





‘Samuel Butler & Co., Ltd... Albion Works. 
Stanningley, nr. Leeds: Renewal of deck plates and 
girder repairs to Pretoria-ave. overbridge between 
Blackhorse-rd., and Walthamstow *Samual Butler & 
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Co., Ltd., Albion Works, Stanningley. nr. Leeds: 
Renewal of deck plates and girder repairs to 
Ritchings-ave. overbridge between Blackhorse-rd. and 
Walthamstow. *Kirk & Kirk, Ltd., Atlas Works, 
Putney, SW15: Construction of yardmaster’s offices 
and Manor Yard signal box, police office, extension 
of carriage and wagon offices at cattle pens, and car- 
riage and wagon offices at break-up sidings at Temple 
Mills marshalling yards. *Tangyes, Ltd., Cornwall 
Works, Smethwick, Birmingham: Supply and delivery 
of Tangye 17-in. centres axle journal re-turning and 
burnishing lathe with hydraulically operated hoist for 
Temple Mills wagon works. 

Brighouse.—2 houses at Mission-st and River-st 
for BC: *Harry Castle and Sons, Ltd. 5 houses and 
8 flats at Lillands-lane: *Harry Castle and Sons, Ltd.. 
£13,810. 

Calder Hall.—Second Calder Hall power station 
(to be known at Calder Hall ** B’’) for UK Atomic 





Ns 


Energy Authority Work will include construction 
of the foundations, two 120-ft. high reactor build- 


ings with a turbine hall and two-storey administration 
block between, two 300-ft. high i towers and 
ancillary works including roads, , fencing and 
ducts: *Taylor Woodrow, Ltd., £2m. 

Cockermouth.—Erection of 30 houses on former 
brickworks site at Broughton Moor for the RDC. 
Architects: Simpson, Oldfield & Saul, National Pro- 
vincial Bank Chambers, Workington: *John Twiname, 
Ltd.. Brigham. Cockermouth. 

Colwyn Bay.—Erection of new memorial hall at 
Rydal School for the Governors: *Pochins (Contrac 
tors), Ltd., King-st., Middlewich 

Congleton.—House for RDC: 8 at Goostrey. *Dar- 
nell and Caulfield, Church View, Holmes Chapel: 
12 and 2 bungalows at Meadow Bank. Scholar Green. 
Birchenough Bros., Crown Bank, Talke; 8 houses 

bungalows at Lawton Gate, Church Lawton, 

Holden, Morton; 3 bungalows at Fir Close 
Cop, *Copeland and Corke, Station-rd., Mow 

















Cop 
Coventry. 


New fire’ station at  Fletchamstead 
Highway, Coventry 


(Architects: W. S. Hattrell & 


Ptnrs.. FRIBA.) *H. Clarke & Sons, Ltd., Coventry, 
£40,000 
Crawley.—11 bungalows, 151 two-storey flats, 677 








houses and 109 ga 
Corpn. M. J 
Dewsbury. 


2s at Southgate East for Dev. 
Gleeson. Ltd.. £1.423,640 
Extensions to Technical College for 





EC: *J. Wimpenny and Co.. Ltd.. Spurn Point, I 
waite. near Huddersfield. £34,725. 

Edinburgh.—New Scottish Omnibuses, Ltd.,_ ter- 
minal at Clvde-st., Edinburgh, work on which is to 
start immediately: *Kelvin Construction Co., Ltd., 
Glasgow, £250,000. 

Farnworth.—Erection of 70 dwellings at Plodder- 


lane South No for the BC: *W. Lionel Gray, 


, te 
# Site 


td., Hospital Buildings, Darley, Farnworth 
£101,150 
Glasgow.—New Protestant school at a Castlemilk 


housing development site. Architect: John Macnab 
(F), Education Offices, Bath-st., Glasgow. *Messrs 
James Miller & Ptnrs., Ltd., George-st., Westend, 
Edinburgh, £131,960. 

Glasgow.—New buildings at the Anderston Grain 
Mills, Washington-st., Anderston Cross. Architect 
Magnus Duncan (FR), 243, Eglinton-st., Glasgow 


*Alexander Mitchell & Sons, Ltd.; 20, Muirhead-ave., 
Muirend, Cathcart, Glasgow. 

Glasgow.—Houses to be erected at Closeburn-st 
development site, Springburn. Housing Architect 
Archibald G. Jury (F), Glasgow-cross, Glasgow. 
*Robert W. Stewart & Co., Ltd., St. Enochs-sq., 
Glasgow. 

Hackney. 
erection of 
Labour, £75,372 

Hammersmith.—Nos 
rd... Wi2 Repair 
mentioned properties 
*Direct labour, £12,118 


Narford-rd (No 2) housing 
35 dwellings and six garages. 


site, 
*Direct 


Becklow- 
above- 


flats: 


12-12a to 24 (even) 
and conversion of the 
into 16. self-contained 
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Hastings.—T wo-storey 
Ore, for BC: 
Ringmer, Lewes. 

Haydock.—Erection of a new factory for Thos. 
Crompton and Sons, Ltd.: *G. and J. Seddon, Ltd., 
Little Hulton, near Bolton. 

High Wycombe (Bucks).—24 houses for TC on 
the Hatters Farm State. *H. Emery and_ Sons, 
£41,908; 16 houses: *F. Andrews and Son, £27,410: 
22 houses: *Carr and Furnell, £38,738; 16 houses: 
*Carr and Furnell, £27,972. 

Keswick.—Erection of 27 houses and a shop and 
flat on the Latrigg Close Estate for the UDC. Sur- 
veyor: R. Lusher: *1. and R. Hodgson, Stangers-st., 
Keswick. 

Liverpool.—Erection of 69 dwellings and 24 garages 
at Mather-ave., Liverpool, for City C: *Unit Con- 
struction Co., Ltd., Speke-boulevard, Speke, £98,379 

_Liverpool.—Erection of 34 dwellings at Pilch-la., 
Liverpool, 14, for City C: *W. A. McDonald & Co.. 
Lid., 157, Breckfield-rd. North, Liverpool, 5, £59,843. 

"London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts 
over £1,000 in value:— 

Kent: Asphalt Paving and Roofing, The Ragusa 
Asphalte Paving Co., Ltd., 28, § George’s-pl., 
Canterbury, Kent. Hampshire: Structural Steelwork, 
Walker Bros., Victoria Ironworks, Pleck-rd., Walsall. 
Cornwall: Building Work, J. W. Spencer, Ltd., St. 
Lawrence-yard, North-hill, Plymouth. Wiltshire: 
Re-Sheeting Buildings, D. T. Edwards & Co., Ltd., 
19, Ashley-pl., SWI. Lanarkshire? Weatherproofing, 
The Craigie Engineering Co., Ltd., 12, Waterloo-st., 


) clinic at Old London-rd., 
*Ringmer Building Works, Ltd., 





Glasgow. Co. Durham: Building Work, G. Dougill 
& Sons, Ltd., Chestnut-st., Darlington. Hampshire 


Building Work, Faulkners of Waterlooville, 
London-rd., Waterlooville, Hants. 

(London (Admiralty).—Particulars of contracts over 
£1,000 in value: 


13a, 





Lancashire: Building work, Geo. Wimpey & Co., 
Lid., Hammersmith-grove, W6. Kent: Civil Engineer- 
ing work, Concrete Piling, Ltd., 10, Westminster 
Palace-gdns.. SW1 Fife: Road and sewer works, 
H. V. Smith & Co., Ltd., 66, Hanover-st., Edin- 
burgh, 2 Devon: Building work, A. A. Beer, 
Northam-rd., Bideford; building work, John Garrett 
& Son, Ltd., Embankment-la., Prince Rock, 
Plymouth. Northern Ireland: Fencing, John Eakin 
& Co., Ltd., 100, Strand-rd., Londonderry. 

€London (Air Ministry).—Contracts to the value 


of £500 or over for the two weeks ended August 6:— 

Building work: Sir Lindsay Parkinson & Co., Ltd., 
171, Shaftesbury-ave., London, WC2; G. & J. Seddon, 
Ltd., Little Hulton Walkden, Manchester. Extension 
and construction runways and taxiways: Fitzpatrick 
& Son (Cgntractors), Ltd., 455, Old Ford-rd., E3; 
Sir Alfred McAlpine & Son, Ltd., Hooton, Little 
Sutton, Wirral, Cheshire. Construction and com- 
pletion of hardstandings: Richard Costain, Ltd., 111, 
Wesuminster Bridge-rd., SE1. Painting work: Norman 
Oldham, Ltd., 43, Brunswick-st., Canton, Cardiff; 
Donald Humberstone & Co., Ltd., North Somercotes, 
Louth, Lincs; Arnold Sharrocks, Ltd., 175, North- 
cote-rd., SW11; T. H. Kenyon & Sons, Ltd., Chan- 
cellors Works, Croxley-rd., W9:; George Jones & 
Sons (Contractors), Ltd., 276, Kensington Church- 
st.. W8; Decorative Painting (Contractors), Ltd.. 
179-183, Staines-rd., Hounslow, Middx; Industrial and 
General Engineering Co., Ila, St. John’s-hill, 
Clapham Junction, SWIl: G. & J. Seddon, Ltd., 
Coronation-bldgs., Little Hulton, Walkden, nr. Man- 
chester; Dodsworth (York), Ltd., 67, Micklegate, 
York; Modern Decorations (Horsforth), Ltd., Stan- 
hope-dr., Horsforth, nr. Leeds; Kyle Stewart (Con- 
tractors), Ltd.. 338. Kilburn High-rd.. NW6. 
Artificers’ work: Hussey Egan & Pickmere, Ltd., 
168, Corporation-st., Birmingham; R.,.Corben & Son, 
Ltd.. West Borough, Maidstone, Kent: H. G. Ross 
& Sons, Ltd., Victoria-rd.. Netley Abbey, Southamp- 

N 





ton; G. H. er & Co., Ltd., Sheridan Works, 
Thorpe-rd., E7; R. Corben & Son, Ltd., 5 
Castle-st., Dover, Kent: Stanley Hugh Leach, Ltd., 


231-23la, Yeading-la., Haves, Middx. 


London (War Dept.).—Contracts placed by War 
Department for week ended July 30:— 4 
Brecknockshire: Painting, Ian Williams & Co.. 


Cardiff. Cardiganshire: Painting, J. Woodward 
(Contractors), Ltd., Leamington Spa. Hampshire 
Miscellaneous, Gray Conoley & Co., Ltd., London. 
Hertfordshire: Building Work, G. T. Crouch, Ltd.. 


Leatherhead. Kent: Miscellaneous, C. Jenner & 
Son. Ltd.. Folkestone: Roofing, James George 
Tuxford, London. Lancashire: Painting and 
Decorating, Woolfall & Rimmer, Ltd., Southport. 
Oxfordshire: Building Work, Norman Sinclair, Ltd., 
London. Surrey: Painting and Decorating, : a 





Kenyon Ltd., London. Wiltshire: Building 
Work. S. W. Foster, Ltd., Radstock: Roadwork, 
Western Trinidad Lake Asphalt Co., Ltd.. Bristol. 






Manchester.—Following for TC: Erection of new 
dav rooms at Mobberley Approved School, *E. 
Marsland, Stockport. Erection of aged persons 
home at Sale-road, Wythenshawe, *Hy. Green and 


Son ((Builders), Ltd., Manchester. m 

Manchester.—Erection of a new factory at Caygill- 
st. for G. and A. Heighway, Ltd.: *Ernest Blacoe 
and Son, 28 Sandfield-road, Wallasey 








Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Additional storey for pro- 
posed offices and store at Gallowgate_ for Irvine s 
Motors. Ltd.: *Reynolds and Co., Cottenham-st., 


Newcastle. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne. New motor showrooms 
Gallowgate for George and Jobling, Ltd.: *H. Kin- 
dred, 145 West-rd., Newcastle. 


Northampton.—66 flats at Park _ Drive, Kings 
Heath for BC: *Drabble Construction Co.. Ltd.. 
Bank Chambers, College-st., Rushden, £93,787; 25 
dwellings in the central! area: *Direct labour 
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Oswestry.—52 houses at College-rd. for TC: *1 Penrith.—Houses for RDC: 6 at Armathwaite, AMICE, MIMunE., oe by Arthur J, Willis 
Warrington and Sons, Ltd., 82 Station-rd., Elles- *I. Armstrong and Son, Penrith; 4 at Ivegill, *J. G. Thompson, F/FRIC sa 
ere Port! £708 Heath, Penrith; 2 at Dockwray, *T. M. W _—, Chappell Bros., 304 ‘Balham High-rd » SW17 £39, 083 
Matterdale; 2 at Highbankhill, *G. and W. R. Todd, Harbrow William, 'Ltd., 214, Rotherhithe ? 
Lazonby. New-rd., SEI6 : a 2718 
Salisbury and Wilton.—Ten houses at Steeple Lang- Snelling & Rayment, 262, Streatham-rd. oa 
ford for RDC. *R. Moulding, £19,342. SWI16 : = ‘ re a 61 
Sheffield.—Erection of Abbeydale Gram. Sch. for S. Varney & Co., Ltd., 109, Shakespeare-rg.  ~” 
Boys. for City C. Architect, Taylor & Young, Man- Herne Hill i a ae ° yee 25.9) 
——— ‘ Quantities by Lay & es, Manchester:— Hoad & Son, Ltd., 215, East-la, N ~”” 
ee ie Wimpey & Co., Ltd 7 .. £266,396 Wembley es 25.46) 
M. J. Gleeson (Contractors), cw i . 264,368 tWalker (Tooting), Ltd., Hackbric ige-rd., ” 
J. W. Sivil, Ltd. a es .. 263,419 Wallington e2 . 3m 
Public Works De »partment ‘ ae +s 200,325 Tynemouth, Erection of three Police section ', 
*W. Redmile & Sons, Ltd. .. ip .. 252,133 tions for the TC. Boro’ E: D. M. Oh “Te 
J. F. Finnegan & Co. Ltd. Tender arrived Northumberland-sq., North Shields “Bens. aaa 
too late for consideration. Rutter, North Shields. _ 
Shildon (Co. Durham).—Erection of 36 houses on Wakefield.—104 one-bedroomed flats at Por tobe! 
the Jubilee Estate and 10 bungalows on the Dalton Estate and Waterton-rd. and Gloucester-rd. 
Crescent Fstate for UDC. Surveyor: J. W. Pater- Estate for TC: *Middleton and Co. (Blackpoan’ a 
THE son: *Direct labour. Bank-st. Sidings, Blackpool. 
Shipley. 90 houses at Coach-rd., Baildon, for Wallasey.—(a) Erection of 2 blocks o F convenienc 
UDC: *Direct labour, £115,692. at Liscard-rd. (b) alterations and padiunen to ety 
SOUTH WALES & MON South Shields.—Extensions to foundry for C. W. tech. sch. for CBC. Architect: W. P. Clayton 
m Taylor and Co., Ltd.: *G. Thornton and Co., Por- ARIBA. Quantities by (a) W. P. Clayton, ARIBA 
chester-st., South Shields. (b) G. W. Naylor, ARICS. (a) *H. G. B. Construc. ; 
REGIONAL COUNCIL *Stepney. Superstructure of block of 30 flats, tion Co. (Wallasey), Ltd., Super Building, Hoy} lake. Vol 
Lance-st. site, Limehouse, for BC. Engineer & rd., Moreton; (b) H. G. B. Construction ¢; 
Surveyor: A. A. Hudson, AMInstCE, ARICS, (Ww allasey), Ltd., Super Building, Hoylake-rd., More. 
TO JOIN MIMunE., AMIStructE, AMTPI. Quantities by ton. 
INVITE Harris & Porter, Adelphi Terrace-hse,, 3, Robert-st., Wallsend.—Additions to Wallsend Civic Hall fo 
WC2, the TC. Architect: Robert Burke, Lambton House 
H. J. Walker & Sons, Ltd., Station-rd., Lambton- rd., Newcastle-on-Tyne: *Thomas Clements 
DERATION OF Fishponds, Bristol ; a £63,501 and Son, ‘Selborne Gardens, Newcastle-on-Tyne 
Jerrers (Bldrs.), Ltd., 22, High-rd., Wood- £19,398 (lowest of nine tenders). RRI 
ford Bridge, Essex 60,600 Wallsend.—Erection of farm buildings north 9 co ' 
R. Hart & Sons, Ltd., 121, Victoria-st., SWI 59,368 the Coast Road for the TC on behalf of Mr. F E sOLVI 
MASTER BUILDERS W. J. Manston & Sons, Ltd., 1, Stephen- Day to replace buildings taken over for housing TRA 
on ied a ‘ ae 58,520 developments. Boro’ E: G. N. Teasdale: *J. H. PEAC 
‘homas & Edge, Ltd., 25, Green’s End, James, Archer-st., Wallsend, £12,917 NUC 
Branches all over SE18 fe 58.518 Walsall.—Houses for TC: 4 at North-st. and Leckie. Hand 
(Qualified) rd. and 4 at Birchills: *T. Dorsett, Ltd., 52 Highfield. ENGLI 
Catchpole & Co., Ltd., Potters Bar, Middle- rd. North, Pelsall, Walsall, £5,673 and £5, 966: 2 TEC 
—_— sex - 58,132 flats at St. Matthews-close: *W. Kendrick and Sons. 
ed A. E. Symes, Ltd.. Carpenters-rd., E15 .. 57,897 Ltd., Tasker-st., Walsall, £40.813. COMP! 
re Z gar Dollis gi N3 ane at red Warminster (Wilts).—46 dwellings at Boreham de OBITL 
Soar § 10:, Et 1 amaica-rd SE16 > and at Queensway. *T. Holdoway & Sons, Ltd,, 
SUBSCRIPTION £5 ° 5 ° 0 PER YEAR a (Qualified) Westbury, £55,066. one 
*Rowley Bros., Ltd., Tower Works, Totten- West Bromwich.—240 flats at Yew Tree Estate fo; 7 
ham, NI7 : : : 56.966 BC: *Geo. Wimpey and Co., Ltd., London, £558,254 MODE 
oA » Tend (Qualified) Whickham (Co. Durham).—Erection of 139 house Hes 
‘  — ccepted Tender. on the Whickham Hill Estate: *William Leec t : 
Consider these Benefits Stockport.—Erection of a new hotel at Coleridge- 2 Clayton-st., Newcastle-on-Tyne. a 8 OPPOF 
rd. for Bents Brewery Co., Ltd.: *Peter Hodkinson, Wigan. Erection of large new factory for H. J TOW 
F.M B Year Book Ltd.. Devonshire-st., Ardwick, Manchester. Heinz, Ltd.: *A. Monk and Co., Ltd., Padgate, near OFFIC 
since Sutton and Cheam.—11 houses, mon Fy eee Warrington, £3m. estimated TOWN 
4 rd., for BC. Engineer and surveyor, N. H. Michell, Wolverhampton. Dwellings for TC: 153 Rake Gate ( 
Monthly Bulletins = = = : Estate, *Direct labour, £185,090; 128 Tettenhall Ni BREAC 
° 3 site, *Five Oaks Estates, Ltd., £144,586. LAT 
Current Working Rules York.—Extensions at Queen Anne Grammar Scho: LOw.-( 
for EC: *Wm. Birch and Sons, Ltd., Spen-la., York MAL 
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